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I—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 
SraTE OF THE SKILLED LaBour MARKET. 


The following menorandum his been communicate] to the 
Board of Trade Journal by the Labour Department of the Board 
of Trade :-— 

The returns received by the Labour Department for January 

point to an appreciable improvement in the state of employment 
during the month, and the general outlook is more hopeful than for 
some time past. The returns from trade societies show a dimi- 
nution in the proportion of unemployed members at the end of 
January, both as compared with the previous month and with the. 
corresponding period of last year. ; 
_ Of the 37 trade societies, with an aggregate membership of 
353,764, making returns, 24,803 (vr 7°0 per cent.) are reported as 
in receipt of unemployed benefit at the close of January, compared 
with 7°9 per cent. in the 32 societies making returns for December 
1893. 

The shipbuilding industry has continued to improve in most 
ports, with the exception of Belfast, and the percentage of 
unemployed in members of unions connected with this trade has. 
fallen from 17:0 to 13°8. 

The iron and steel trades are reported to be exceptionally 
depressed in South Wales, while, on the other hand, a marked 
improvement has taken place in these trades in the midland ° 
and northern counties and the west of Scotland. 

On the whole, except in a few districts, the engineering trade 
has improved during the month, and the percentage of unemployed 
in unions connected with this trade has dropped from 12°4 to 9:2. 

The fairly open weather has enabled most branches of the 
building trades to continue at work, though the painters (as usual 
at this season) are very slack. The percentage of unemployed 
returned by unions connected with these trades has risen from. 
to 6°7. 
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The furnishing and woodworking trades continue to decline, 
the percentage of unemployed returned by the unions having 
risen from 6°8 to 7:2. 

The printing and kindred trades continue depressed, the 
p2rcentage of unemployed in unions connected with these trales 
remaining the same as last month, viz., 6°1. 

In the ready-made clothing trade some improvement is 
perceptible, but the bespoke trade remains quiet. In the whole- 
sale boot and shoe trade some change for the better took place 
during the latter half of the month. 

The cotton trade still continues brisk, but the woollen, linen, 
silk, and lace trades are as a rule quiet. 

With the exception of the Bristol district the miners in the 
“ Federation” districts are well employed, as well as in Wales 
and Scotland and Northumberland. In Durham some collieries 
are reported to be working short time. The proportion of miners 
entirely out of work in Northumberland and Durham is returned 
as 0°9 per cent. 

The number of seamen shipped during the month at the 

rincipal ports was 17 per cent. more than in January 1893 

otwithstanding this increase of employment the supply of seamen 
is reported from most centres to have been fully equal te the 
de‘nand. 

At all the principal fishing ports on the east coast except 
Yarmouth, the fishing industry has been above the average for the 
time of year, but at Plymouth there has been a considerable 
falling off. 

Dock and riverside work has been active in London, Liverpool, 
and Cardiff. 

The number of fresh disputes occurring during the month was 
50, compared with 23 ir December and 38 in January 1893. 
Of these, 10 arose in the textile trades. 9 in the building trades, 
§ in mining, 7 in the clothing trades, 6 in shipbuilding, 3 in 
connection with dock labour and seafaring employment, 2 in 
the metal trades, and the remaining 5 in miscellaneous industries. 
With few exceptions these disputes were on a small scale and 
unimportant. Particulars obtained with regard to 42 of them 
show that the number involved was 4,665. Ten of these disputes, 
affecting 1,348 persons, besides 17 old disputes affecting about 
1,500 persons, were known to be still in progress at the end of 
the month. On the other hand, 9 disputes, involving 3,673 
persons, which began before January were settled during the 
month. 


(PrincipAL ConTENTS OF THE “LABOUR GAZETTE” FOR 
FEBRUARY. 

State of Employment in January. State of Employment—general 
summary. State of Employment in London. State of Employ- 
ment in the Provinces. Conciliation of the Shipowners’ dispute 
on the Clyde. The Eight Hours day in the War Office Establish- 
ments. Sweating in the Lock Trade. Conciliation and Arbitra- 
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tion in tle Boot and Shoe Trade, State of Employment of 
Seamen in January. The fishing Industry in January. New 
Mines and Mines abandoned. Shipbuilding in Progress. Produc- 
tion of Pig-Iron, Work of Labour Bureaux in January. Pau- 
perism Statistics in January. Dangerous and unhealthy trades— 
Open Quarries. Employment of Women in 1881 and 1891. 
New Industrial Organisations in 1893, Compulsory Insurance in 
Germany. The New Journal of the French Labour Department. 
Foreign Trade and Miscellaneous Notes. Changes in Rate of 
Wages and Hours of Labour. Co-operation in January. Trade 
Disputes in January. Industrial Prosecutions in January. Re- 
tail Prices of Food. Labour Cases in January. Fatal Mining 
Accidents in 1893. Industrial Accidents in January. Labour 
Commission and other Reports. Labourin the Colonies. Labour 
in Foreign Countries, 


EOFFICIAL INQUIRIES UNDER THE Borer Expiostons Act. 


Boiler Explosion at Seafield Foundry, Buckpool, Banffshire.— 
A formal investigation was held at Buckie, on the 11th January, 
into the circumstances attending the explosion of a boiler at the 
Seafield Foundry, Buckpool, Banffshire, on the 19th December 
last, i one person was killed and two persons were 
injured. 

The boiler, one of the Lancashire type, was purchased, second 
hand, in 1892. It was a very old one, and the purchaser did 
not possess the necessary qualifications to enable him to 
examine it, nor did he employ any competent person to examine 
it on his behalf. 

It was worked at a pressure of about 35 lbs., but when casting 
operations were going on extra weights were placed on the 
safety-valve lever, and the pressure was increased to 80 Ibs. and 
85 Ibs. per square inch. 

After the explosion the boiler was found to be extensively 
corroded and grooved along its whole length. 

The court found that the explosion was due to over-pressure, 
grooving, and corrosion, and that the purchaser and owner at the 
time of the explosion was to blame. 

The owner was killed by the explosion and no order was made 
as to costs. 


Boiler Explosion at Willow Street Mill, Oldham.—A formal 
investigation was held at the Town Hall, Oldham, Lancashire, 
on the 30th January, into the circumstances attending the 
explosion of a boiler at the Willow Street Mill, O)dham, on the 
2nd January. 

The boiler, one of the Lancashire type, 34 years old, was 
purchased with the mill machinery and plant in the year 1889 
from the executors of the previous owner. At that time an 
engine-driver who had been in his employment for eight years 
had discovered leakage and the boiler was then repaired, but no 
instructions were given for the examination of it. 
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The engine-driver had so'e charge of the boiler for the period 
above mentioned. It was not insured, nor was it examined by 
any competent person. 

The owner at the time of the explosion continued the employ- 
ment of the engine-driver, who cleaned out the boiler once a 
month and the flues every four or six months, reporting to the 

_ owner that the boiler was in good condition, and he so reported 
after cleaning the boiler and flues on the 23rd December last. , 

On the 2nd January, whilst working at a pressure of 60 Ib., 
the boiler exploded, wrecking the boiler-house and doing con- 
siderable damage tc adjacent property. 

The court found that the explosion was due to external 
corrosion, the plates of the boiler having become reduced at the 
point of fracture to =,th of an inch, that this corrosion extended 
for some distance in the vicinity of the fracture, and that it could 
readily have been detected by a competent person. 

That the boiler was not examined by a competent person when 
it was purchased by the owner nor at any time thereafter, and 
that he did not take proper measures to ascertain the qualifications 
of the engine-driver for the duty of examining the boiler. 

That the engine-driver was not qualifie! to make these 
examinations. He merely looked for leakage and so long as 
the boiler did not leak he thought it was safe. That he performed 
his duty to the best of his ability and that he was not to blame 
for the explosion. 

The court found the owner to blame; that this case was 
similar to many others which had come before them. The boiler 
was purchascd second-hand, it was not examined by any com- 
petent person, its management and upkeep were entrusted to an 
incompetent person, and as a result it exploded. 

The owner estimated the damage to the mill and property in 
the vicinity at from 600/. to 800/., and the court only ordered 
him to pay 15/. towards the costs of the investigation. 

Boiler explosion at Sunderland.—A formal investigation was 
held at Sunderland on the Ist, 2nd, and 3rd February, into the 
circumstances attending the explosion of a boiler or bed of a 
Decoudun ironing machine at the Sunderland Steam Laundry 
on the 15th December last, whereby one person was injured, 

In April 1893 there was a fire at the laundry which so damaged 
the Decoudun bed as to render it useless. This bed had been 
tested by hydraulic power to 120 lbs. per square inch, and it was 
worked at a pressure of 45 lbs. A contractor who had been in 
the employment of the laundry company undertook repairs to the 
machinery and, inter aa, the supplying of a new bed. No 
specification was drawn up, but the old bed was sent to an 
engineer to make a new one. He was too busy at the time and 
transferred the order to another firm, who made patterns from the 
old bed and sent them to an ironfounder for the casting to be made. 

The casting was made and delivered to the firm for turning. 
It was then discovered to be defective, but holes in it were 
plugged with white metal and the bed was delivered to the order 
of the engineer at Sunder'and. He delivered it to the contractor, 
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by whom it was fitted up i1 the laundry to work at a pressure of 
10 lbs. per square inch, and two reducing valycs were fitted 
between the main boiler and the bed. 

On the 13th December the bed was found to be slightly leaking, 
the leaks took up and the machine was worked until the afternoon 
of the 15th, when it exploled. 

The court found that the bed was a defective casting; the 
metal was of unequal thickness, the stays were not connected to 
the bed, the material was spongy and showed indications of having 
been cold shot ; and that it was not capable of resisting any steam 
pressure, 

That the second reducing valve was inoperative, and the 
pressure in the bed at the time of the explosion was about 35 lbs, 
The court recommended that in a!l cases where reducing valves 
were fitted a safety valve should also be fitted, so loaded as to 
blow-off at the reduced pressure. 

The court exonerated the Steam Laundry Company and their 
secretary from blame. They were advised not to work the 
machine after leakage was discovered, but this advice was given 
in anticipation of future legal proceedings and not in anticipation 
of danger. 

They employed a contractor who was competent to undertake 
the work entrusted to him, but in the opinion of the court they 
acted injudiciously in giving him the contract for the supply of 
the bed, instead of giving it to the manufacturers of the original 
bed, rendered uzeless by the fire. 

The court found the contractor to blame for neglecting to 
prepare a specification, to indicate to the engineer the pressure 
to which the bed was to be worked, and the pressure to which it 
should have been tested. They also found him to blame for 
neglecting to make a thorough examination of the bed when it 
was delivered, and for neglecting to give imperative orders to 
stop working the machine when the leakage was discovered. 

The court found the engineer to blame for neglecting to satisfy 
himself as to the condition of the bed before delivery to the 
contractor. 

They also found the firm who turned and finished the bed to 
blame; they were aware that the casting was defective, they 
tested it by steam, which in the opinion ot the court was a most 
improper proceeding, and they shoul | not have delivered it. 

The court ordered the contractor to pay the sum of 51, the 
engineer to pay 10/,, and the firm to pay 20/. towards the costs 
and expenses of the investigation. 


INSPECTORS OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 


The following inspectors of weigh's and measures have during 
the month of January 1894 passed the «xamination provided for 
in the 11th section of the Weights and Measures Act, 1889 :— 

Frost, William - - Rochdale, Borough ( District No. 2). 
Price, Noah - - Denbighshire (Wrexham District). 
Weddell, John - - Northumberland. 


134 BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES, [Feb. 1894. 


INSPECTION OF SHips PROVISIONS. 


A report has been made to the Beard of Trade showing the 
results of the inspection of ships’ provisions under the Merchant 
Shipping Act, 1892, from the 10th July, the date on which the 
Act was brought into operation, to the 31st December last. The 
number of ships on board which stores were inspected during this 
period was J,015, of which number the stores on board 624 ships 
were passed as being of a “quality fit for the use of the crews” 
of such ships. Stores of different kinds and in varying quantities 
were rejected on board the remaining 391 ships. In the case of 
34 ships, which were reported to the Board’s inspectors as clearing 
for ports which would bring them within the terms of the Act, an 
inspection of the stores was not found practicable. 

The following table shows the actual quantities of new and 
surplus stores passed and rejected in the different districts :— 


New. . Surplus. 


| 
Passed. Rejected. Passed. | Rejected. 


6,473 653 599 450 
Pak 5,163 345 443 348 
Flour - - - - 15,716 263 2,805 237 
Biscuits - 23,678 357 1,861 656 
Preserved meats - . 179,321 764 25,003 25 
Preserved vegetables - 47,302 7 10,283 109 


In all, out of a total of 322,702 packages of various kinds 
inspected, 4,115 were rejected, a per-centage of nearly 1°32. 


Boarp or TRADE AWARDS FOR GALLANTRY. 


The following awards for gallantry in saving life at sea were 
made by the Board of Trade during the month of January :— 

Silver medal to Cornelius Mahoney, commissioned boatman of 
coast guard at Gardenstown, for his gallant and praiseworthy 
service at the wreck of the Norwegian Barkantine “ Betty” in 
Gardenstown Bay on the 18th November 1893. _ 

Silver medal and a sum of 1/. each to William Mainprize, 
junior, Richard Major, junior, and Richard Stephenson, fishermen 
of Flamborough, in recognition of their gallant services in rescuing 
two men and a boy from a sinking beat off Flamborough on the 
18th November last. 

Silver medal to James M. Cruickshank, William Kinnin, 
William Quirk, William Joughin, and Frederick Brew; and their 
bronze medal to William H. Kneale, Wm. G. Cowin, Edward 
Corkish, John White, John Brew, Phillip Knight, James C. 
Duggan, Thomas Teare, and Wm. T. Cubbon, of Ramsey, Isle 
of Man, in recognition of their gallant services in rescuing the 
shipwrecked crew of the brig “Geir,” of Drammen, Norway, 
which was wrecked in Ramsey Bay on the 10th December last. 
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Silver medal to Robert Dawes, commissi»ned boatman of coast 
guard at Ramsey, for his gallant and praiseworthy service at the 
wreck of the Norwegian brig “ Cormorant,” in Ramsey Bay, Isle 
of Man, on the 10th December 1893. 

Bronze medal to Josepk Gloyn, commissioned boatman of 
coastguard, and to John Kirkpatrick, and William Harper, coast- 
guard boatmen at Staithes, for their praiseworthy services at the 
wreck of the brig “ Middleton,” of West Hartlepool, off Redcliff, 
on the 18th November 1893. ; 

A gold medal to Jan Cramer, coxswain, and silver medals to 
Engel Cramer, Pieter Leendert van der Deijl, Jan Duindam, 
Pieter Duindam, Arent Hazenoot, Jan van Kan, Arie Kaak, 
Hugo van Roon, Arie van der Zwan, crew, of the lifeboat at 
Noordwijk, South Holland, in recognition of their services in 
rescuing the survivors of the shipwrecked crew of the schooner 
“ Transit ” of Teignmouth on the 18th November last. 

Silver medal to James Cain, coastguard boatman at Reculver 
Station, Kent, in recognition of his gallant services in connection 
with the wreck of the ketch “Glenrosa” of Harwich on the 
20th November last. 

Silver medal to Frank Kent, chief officer of coastguard, and 
bronze medal to Charles Huxstep, commissioned boatman, John 
Kelcher, James Goble, and Edward W. Smith, boatmen, of 
Sandwich Coastguard Station, in recognition of their gallant 
services in connection with the wreck of the cutter “ Eclipse” of 
Ramsgate, on the 19th November last. 

Silver Medal to Albert Emptage, Edward Whitehead, Arthur 
Twyman, John Taylor, George Sandwell, and John Cox, 
beachmen, Margate, in recognition of their gallant services in 
rescuing the shipwrecked crew of the brigantine “ Druide,” of 
Cardiff on the 19th November last. 

A binocular glass to Mr Jonas Anton Krohn, master of the 
S.S. “ Heimdal,” of Bergen, in recognition of his services to the 
shipwrecked crew of the S.S. “ Cordova,” of Sunderland, which 
was abandoned off the coast of Spain in the Mediterranean Sea, 
on the 27th December last. 

Silver medals to Arthur Paysant, Pierre Mériel, Paul Canoin, 
ad Jules Aubert, crew of the French fishing boat “ Eugene 
Charlytte,”.in recognition of their services to the shipwrecked 
crew of the S.S. “Jane Clark,” of Glasgow, which was wrecked 
off Langrune, France, on the 2nd December last. 

Bronze medal to Gharles Hambly of Tintagel, for his gallant 
and praiseworthy: service at the wreck of the Italian barque 
“* Tota,” on Lye Rock, near Tintagel, Corawall, ou the 20th 
December 1893. 


GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, 


War Office—The following notice was issued by the Director 
of Army Contracis on the 1st February :— 
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The Secretary of State for War hereby gives notice that 
purchases of spec fic quantities of the under-mentioned articles 
will be made during the current year, namely :— 


Accoutrements. Games. 
Bedding. Harness and saddlery. 
Bedsteads, iron. Hosiery, cotton and woollen. 
Blankets. India-rubber goods. 
Boots. Lamps and lanterne. 
Brushes and brooms. Leather. 
Canvas. Linens. 
Cloth and serge. Oils. 
Clothing made up. Ropes, lines, and twines. 
Cottons. Scientific instruments. 
Earthenware. Sewing cotton and thread. 
Fire engines. Submarine mining stores. 
Flags. Tarpaulins and sail covers. 
Flannel. Timber, English and foreign. 
Furniture, barrack and Tinware. 

hospital. 


Manufacturers who may be desirous of quoting should apply to 
the undersigned by letter, giving references to at least two well- 
known firms or public bodies who have purchased from them and 
are in a position to certify as to the quality of their productions. 

Applications unaccompanied by references will not be noticed. 

Firms whose names are already on the War Office list need 
not apply, as forms for tendering will be sent to them in due 


course. 
(Signed) G. Lawson, 
Director of Army Contracts. 


NationaL SILK TextTiLe 1894. 


A circular letter has been recently issued by the Silk Associa- 
tion of Great Britain aud Ireland announcing a national silk 
exhibition to be held in Londoa in May next. In the letter the 
following particulars are given :— 

The Council of the Association announce that they have made 
arrangements for the holding of a national textile silk exhibition 
for a period of 10 days, on and from the 8th May 1894. 

The exhibition, by the kindness of the Duke and Duchess of 
Sutherland, will be held at Stafford House, London, and is 
intended to be a representative display of éhe silk textiles manu- 
factured in the United Kingdom. 

None but silks of genuine British and Irish manufacture, dye, 
and finish will be allowed to be exhibited. 

The exhibition will also be under the auspices of the Ladies’ 
Nation»] Silk Association (President, Her Royal Highness 
Princess Mary Adelaide, Duchess of Teck), and it is heped that 
it will be opened .by their Royal Highnesses the Prince and 
Princess of Wales. 

It has been decided that the exhibition will be open to the 
exhibits of both manufacturers and distributors. 
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Any manufacturers wishing to exhibit their silks throuzh their 
customers can make whatever arrangements they Ike with them, 
and they can decide whether they will exhibit on their owa 
account, or through their customers, or in both ways. 

No charge will be made for space, but a minimum charge of 
2/., with a maximum charge of 5/, will be made to the exhibitors 
in order to cover the expenses of advertising, station2ry, clerk’s 
work, postages, &c. 

A guarantee fund is being formed, and it is earnestly hoped 
that each exhibitor will also co-operate in this necessary 
arrangement. A sum of 10/. has been fixed as the maximum of 
guarantee. 

Exhibitors will be allowed to arrange their own exhibits, 
subject to the approval of the hanging committee. 

Applications for space, &c. must be made to the honorary 
secretary, Mr. George J. S. Lock, 76, Oxford Street, London, W. 


IIL—IMPORTS OF HAY INTO THE UNITED 
KINGDOM. 


With reference to previous notifications in the Board of Trade 

_ Journal, the following statement of the quantity of hay imported 

into the United Kingdom during the month of January 1894, 

together with the corresponding figures for 189%, has been 

6 ey from particulars supplied to the Board of Trade by Her 
ajesty’s Customs :— 


Month of January. 
Countries. 
1894, 1893. 
Tons. | Tons. 

Russia, North - - - 8,781 poet 

» South - 146 
Norway - - 393 181 
Denmark - 292 172 
Germany - - - - 171 346 
Holland - - - - 1,393 787 
Belgium - 279 23 
France - - - - 41 99 

Spain - - - - 22 He 

Turkey, Asiatic - - - 542 —_ 

Cape of Good Hope - - 1 a 

New Zealand - - - 22 
Canada - - - - 876 804 
United States Atlantic - - 18,366 4,550 

Chili - - 642 
Argentine Republic - 1,906 
Total - - . 31,967 8,368 


The total quantity of hay imported into the United Kingdom 
in 1892 amounted to 61,237 tons, and in 1893 to 263,050 tons. 
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1IL—THE POPULATION OF ENGLAND AND 
WALES. 


_ The detailed report on the Census of England. and Wales 
1891 (Vol. IV.—-General Report with Summary Tables and 
Appendices. C.—7222) which was taken under the direction of 
the Local Government Board, has recently been issued. 

This report, which is dated from the Census Office, London, 
October 1893, states that the tenth census of England and Wales 
was taken on April 6th, 1891, all persons returned as having been 
living at 12 o’clock on the preceding night being enumerated. 

The area of England and Wales, according to the Ordnance 
Survey Department, after excluding 870,448 acres of tidal water 
or foreshore; consists of 37,317,885 acres. Of these, 211,613 

-are water, leaving 37,106,272 acres, or 57,979 square miles of 
land. 

The total number of persons returned as living in England and 
Wales at 12 p.m. on April 5th, 1891, was 29,002,525. 

This shows an increase of 3,028,086, or of 11°7 per cent., upon 
the number returned at the previous enumeration of April 
1881. 

Not only was this increase absolutely less than that of the 
preceding decennium 1871-81, but the rate of increase was 
lower than in any previous decennial period in the century, that 
is, in any decennium since the first enumeration in this country. 

Had the rate of increase ia 1881-91 remained as it was in 
1871-81, the addition to the population would have amounted to 
3,729,929, whereas it was in reality only 3,028,086; and, as 
official estimates of the population in the years following an 
enumeration are based on the hypothesis that the preceding 
intercensal rate of growth has been maintained, the estimated 
population in April 1891 was 701,843 in excess of the actual 
population. Such differences between estimates of this kind and 
reality are unavoidable when the interval between two consecutive 
enumerations is so long as a decennium. 

The growth of a population is determined by two factors, 
firstly, the balance between births and deaths; and, secondly, the 
balance between emigration and immigration. Of these two, 
the former is in this country always a cause of increase, for the 
births invariably outnumber the deaths; while the latter is ulways 
a cause of decrease, for the emigrants are invariably more 
numerous than the immigrants. Such, at any rate, has been the 
case since 1851. 

The recent decline in the rate of growth might, therefore, be 
due to either of two causes, namely, a falling off in the excess of 
births over deaths, that is, in the “natural increment,” or to an 
increase in the excess of emigrants over immigrants. As a matter 
of fact, it was due to both these causes acting in combination. 
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Urban and \Rural Districts—The total number of urban 
districts is 1,011, and their aggregate population, together with 
that of the 41 sanitary areas in the county of London, which are 
not technically styled urban sanitary districts, consisted at the 
date of the census of 20,895,504 persons while the population of 
the remaining or rural sanitary districts was only 8,107,021; so 
that the proportion of persons | in places that for one reason 
or another were considered of sufficient importance to exercise 
urban powers, to persons living elsewhere, was 258 to 1C0, the 
proportion in 1881 having been only 212 to 100. 

Among the towns or urban sanitary districts are 62, each of 
which had more than 50,000 inhabitants in 1891. 


Enumerated Population. | per 


London and Urban Sanitary cent. | 
Districts. 
1881. 1891. 1881-9]. 
e 
Total of 62 towns - - - | 10,371,813 | 11,872,684 14°5 


At the date of the census there were, on an average, 497 
persons per square mile; each person on an average occupied 1°29 
acres ; and if the population had been uniformly distributed the 
distance between any two neighbouring individuals would have 
been 85 yards. 

In England, the most sparsely inhabited registration county is 
Westmorland, with only 84 persons to the square mile, after 
which come in_ succession, KRutlandshire, Herefordshire, 
Huntingdonshire, Shropshire, Cumberland, Lincolnshire, and the 
North Riding of Yorkshire, in which the inhabitants per square 
mile vary from 129 to 181. At the other end of the scale are 
Lendon with 35,998 persons to the square mile, Middlesex with 
2,061, and Lancashire with 1,938. In Wales there are five 
counties, viz., Radnorshire, Montgomeryshire, Brecknockshire, 
Merionethshire, and Cardiganshire, with less than 100 inhabitants 
per square mile, while the two most densely populated are 
Flintshire with 370, and Glamorganshire with 770. 

Houses and Tenements.—According to the returns there were 
altogether in England and Wales, 5,451,497 inhabited houses, 
besides 372,184 uninhabited, and 38,387 in course of building ; 
the inhabited houses having increased 12°8 per cent. since 1881, 
while the uninhabited had decreased by 3°7, and the houses in 
course of building by 17:3 per cent, in the same period. 

The average number of occupants to each inhabited house was 
5°32 against 5°38 in 1881, and 5°33 in 1871. No material change, 
therefore, has occurred in the last 20 years in the pruportion 
borne by population to houses. The proportion varies, of course, 
greatly in different areas, being i naturally in great towns, 
where space is valuable, and the houses of large size. But for 
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each individuel town the proportion has remained fairly 
constant. 


The total number of tenements in England and Wales was, 
according to the returns, 6,131,001 ; which gives, with a popula- 
tion of 29,002,525, an average of 4°7 persons to each tenement ; 
and of 1:12 tenements, or distinct occupancies, to each inhabited 
house. 


It appears that 54:9 per cent.,or more than half of the 
population lived in tenements of more than four rooms; that only 
2°2 per cent. lived in single-roomed tenements; 8°3 per cent. in 
two-reomed tenements; 11°1 per cent. in three-roomed tenements ; 
and 23°5 per cent. in tenements with four rooms. 


The average number of occupants per room was 2°23 in single- 
roomed tenements; 1°73 in two-roomed; 1°42 in three-roomed ; 
and 1°16 in four-roomed dwellings; so that the fewer the rooms 
in a tenement the larger the proportion of occupants per room. 


An average of 2°23 and of 1°73 occupants per room in the two 
smaller kinds of tenements suggests much overcrowding, especially 
when it is remembered that the average would be much higher 
‘were it not for the large number of single men, or of married 
couples without children, who live in lodgings of this small 
size. 


The 29,002,525 persons who formed the population of England 
and Wales at the date of the census consisted, according to the 
returns, of 14,052,901 males, and 14,949,624 females. This gives 
an excess of 896,723 females over males, an excess which would, 
however, be reduced to about 700,000 if the English and Welsh 
members of the army, navy, and merchant service abroad were 
included in the reckoning, 


The proportion of females to males in the population of 
Englandand Wales was 1,057 to 1,000 in 1801; it then declined 
census after census, though with some irregularity, down to 1851, 
when it stood at 1,042 to 1,000. But after that a change in the 
opposite direction set in, and ever since there has been a slight 
but continuous increase in the female proportion, the figures in 
each of the last five censuses having been as fo'lows :— 


In 1851 - - 1,942 to 1,000 males. 
» 1871 
» 1891 - - 1,064 


Occupations.— With regard to the occupations of the people the 
report states that the industrial class includes all such persons with 
specified occupations as were not referred to the professional, 
domestic, commercial, or agricultural classes, and by itself largely 
outnumbers all these classes put together. In 1891 it comprised 
7,336,344 persons, or 33°3 per cent. of the population of 10 or 
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more years of age, and 56°9 per cent. of such persons of those ages 
as had specified occupations. 


Its growth in the decennium was greater than that of the 
population, for while this latter increased by only 11:7 per cent., 
the growth of the industrial class was 15'1 percent. In most of 
the 15 orders into which this class is sub-divided in the tables, 
the growth was very much greater than this ; but the increase of 
the whole class was reduced to 151 per cent. by the exceptionally 
small growth in two of the largest groups, namely, the building 
trades and the textile industries. 


The following are the most interesting details dealing more. 
articularly with those occupations which are connected with 
industry and commerce. The total number of perscns engaged 
in the textile industries, omitting, so far as possible, mere dealers, 
and including the shawl and the hosiery manufactures which are 
classed in the occupation tables with dress, because they turn out 
not merely the material but the finished article of attire, was 
1,060,492, and only 6°1 per cent. in excess of the number 
returned under the same headings in 1881, when, however, the 
dealers were somewhat less completely separated from the makers 
than in 1891. The difference, however, thus caused may be 
disregarded as too slight to affect the comparison. 


Of these textile industries, by far the most important is the 
manufacture of cotton goods, with which it will be convenient 
here to include the flax and linen manufactures, because there are 
some products, as tape, thread, and lace, which may be made of 
either material. 


The group thus formed consisted of 633,370 persons, and 
exceeded the totai of the similar group in 1881 by 87 per cent. 
It was made up as folluws :— 


Increase 
— 1881. 1891. or Decrease 

Per Cent, 

Cotton manufacture - - - 487,777 546,015 + 11°9 
Cotton dyers, printers’ - - 26,682 31,108 + 16°6 
Fustian manufacture - 8,187 8,182 — 01 
Tape manufacture - - - - 1,891 2,485 + 81'4 
Thread manufacture - - - 2,170 2,668 + 22°9 
Lace manufacture - - - 44,144 34,746 — 21°3 
Flax, linen manufacture - - - 12,065 8,166 — 32°3 
Total ~ 582,916 623,370 + 8°7 


Next in importance among the textile industries, after the 
cotton manufacture, come those which deal with wool and worsted. 
These industries gave occupation, omitting mere dealers, to 
250,353 persons, or 10 per cent. more than in 1881, wlen the 
total was 227,643. 
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The totals were made up as follows :— 


Industry. 1881. 1891. 
Woollen, cloth - - - - 115,808 122,893 
Worsted, stuff - - - - 99,237 110,111 
Flannel, blanket - - 8,813 5,844 
Woolstaplers, fullers, &c. 5,987 5,734 
Woollen goods, printers’, dyers’ 2,798 6,271 


The persons employed in the manufacture of silk, satin, velvet, 
ribbon, crape and gauze numbered 48,797, and were fewer by 
11,798, or 24:2 per cent., than the number returned in 1881, 
which again was much smaller than the number recorded 10 years 
earlier, so that this industry appears to have long been in a state 
of progressive decay. While the actual makers of silk goods thus 
fell off, the silk dyers and printers slightly increased, rising from 
1,680 in 1881 to 1,750 in 1891; and it is curious that a similar 
increase among the dyers and printers accompanied the decline 
among the makers in 1881. 

The hosiery manufacture occupied 49,087 persons, comprising 
very many more women than men, and the proportion borne by 
the former to the latter has largely increased in the last two 
decennia. 

+ “The number of persons returned as miners, exclusive of 6,020 
engaged in various services connected with mines, was 555,617, 
and exceeded the number returned in 1881 by 117,947 or 269 
per cent. The increase, as the following table shows, was entirely 
among the coal miners, the miners of ironstone, copper, tin, and 
lead, all showing decline, and in most cases a very large decline— 


Increase or 
Miners of 1881, 1891, Decrease per 

Cent. 

Coal ~ - - 381,763 517,110 +35°5 
Ironstone - - - 26,110 18,231 —30°2 
Copper - - - 4,067 1,148 —71°8 
Tin - - 12,402 10,949 -11°7 
Lead 11,226 5,750 —48°8 
Other or undefined minerals - 2,102 2,429 +15°6 
Total - - 437,670 555,617 +26°9 


The coal miners numbered more than half a million, and had 
increased no less than 35°5 per cent. since 188]. This increase, 
moreover, followed on a growth of at least 20 per cent. in the 
preceding decennium. 

The increase of the coal miners in the past decennium appears 
to have been much greater than that of the output, for while the 


| 

q 
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miners increased, as we have seen, by 35°5 per cent., the quantity 
of coal produced in England and Wales only rose by 20-0 per 
cent., namely, from 133 million tons in 1881 to 160 millions in 
1891. 

Coal mining is carried on in a considerable number of counties, 
and the number of persons thus employed in each county in 
1881 and 1891 was as follows :— 


County. 1881. 1891. County. 1881. 1891. 
Somersetshire - | 5,079 | 5,934 |] West Riding ~ | 55,818 | 76,023 
Gloucestershire - 3,912 4,399 |] Durham - - | 65,515 | 80,652 
Shropshire - - 4,239 3,876 Northumberland - 20,752 | 27,180 
Staffordshire - - | 87,514 | 45,485 Cumberland - - 5.393 7,363 
Worcestershire - 1,988 2,249 |] Monmouthshire - | 14,986 | 24,569 
Warwickshire - 2,975 4,206 Glamorganshire - 44,864 | 77,247 
Leicestershire - | 8,700 5,025 |] Carmarthenshire - | 2,666 | 3,811 
Nettinghamshire - | 18,959 | 29,854 |] Brecknockshire - 2,139 2,844 
Derbyshire - - | 17,424 | 21,973 |] Flintshire - - 2,276 | 2,457 
Cheshire - - | 4 8,923 3,989 || Denbighshire - 5,416 7,913 
Lancashire . - - | 60,801 | 79,546 || Elsewhere - - 1,474 1,415 


It is not possible to give a full account of the labourers, because 
those Jabourers who are sufficiently specialised to be attached to 
any definite manufacture have been reckoned therewith. With 
this exception, the great body of general or scarcely differentiated 
labourers can be separated with sufficient approximation, as 
follows :— 


Heading. 1881. 1891. 

Dock wharf labourers - . - 42,643 54,996 
Agricultural labourers - - 847,954 733,483 
Road labourers, paviors - - - 15,097 21,444 
Railway labourers, platelayers - - 58,847 72,606 
Coalheavers, porters - 13,723 18,482 
General labourers - - - - 559,769 596,075 

Total - - - - 1,538,033 1,497,036 


The figures for the two years are not quite strictly com- 
parable, for in 1881 with the dock labourers were included sundry 
other persons connected with the docks, besides the labourers, 
They show, however, with sufficient distinctness that there was a 
considerable increase between 1881 and 1891 in all classes of 
labourers, with the exception of those engaged in agriculture. 


Birthplaces of the Population —The following short summary 
shows the constituent parts of which the population of England 
and Wales was made up at the date of the Census of 1891, while 
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the corresponding figures for 1881 are also given to facilitate 
comparison :— 


Proportion to 100,000 


Birthplace. 
1891. 1881. 1891. 1881. 
England and Wales - | 27,882,629 | 24,855,822 96,189 95,694 
Scotland - - - | 282,271 253,528 973 976 
Ireland - ~ - - 458,315 562,374 1,580 2,165 
Islands in British Seas - 39,370 29,316 105 113 
British Colonies or Depen- 
dencies - 111,627 94,399 385 363 
Foreign Parts (British Sub- 
jects and foreigners) - 233,008 174,372 803 |* 671 
Atsea - - - 4,805 4,628 15 18 
Total population - | 29,002,525 25,974,439 100,000 100,000 


Physical Infirmities—The total number of persons returned as 
afflicted by blindness was 23,467, being in the proportion of 809 
to 1,000,000 of the population, or one blind person in every 
1,236. The proportion of the blind to the population has fallen 
at each successive enumeration since 1851, in which year account 
of those suffering from this infirmity was taken for the first time ; 
but the decrease has been much greater in the last two decennia 


than in the preceding intercensal periods. 

The total number of persons returned as deaf, with or without 
loss of speech, was 29,280, of whom 13,947 were of the male and 
15,333 of the female sex, being one in every 1,008 males and one 
in every 975 females. 

The total number of persons returned as suffering from insanity 
was 97,383, of whom 7,722 were either still under 10 years of 
age or were returned as having been mentally deranged from 
childhood. 

Institutions —The patients enumerated in hospitals were 7,619 
in 1851; 10,414 in 1861; 19,585 in 1871; and 24,087 in 1881. 
The proportion of these patients to 100,000 of the poputation was 
42 in 1851 ; 52 in 1861; 86 in 1871 ; 93 in 1881; and, finally, 95 in 
1891. It must not be supposed that this continuous increase 
implies a corresponding increase of sickness. The proportion of 
hospital patients to population is a measure rather of the amount 
of hospital accommodation than of the amount of sickness. 

The total number of persons detained in the civil prisons at the 
date of the Census was 17,303, and of these 14,775 were of 
the male, while only 2,528 were of the female sex. » This gives one 
male and one female prisoner for 951 and 5,914 respectively of the 
corresponding sex; or, in other words, out of equal numbers 
living there were six male prisoners to one female prisoner. 


Languages—It is considered that the number of monoglot 
Welsh persons is considerably overstated, and the number of 
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persons who can speak both lanzuages correspondingly under- 
stated, and it is pointed out that there was no choice but to deal 
with the figures as they stand in the returne. According to these, 
the population of Wales and Monmouthshire, in regard to | inguage, 
waz composed as follows :— 


Speaking only English - - - 759,416 
Speaking only Welsh - - . - 508,036 
Speaking English and Welsh - - 402,253 
Speaking foreign languages - - 3,076 
No information (over two years) - - 12,833 
Infants under two years - - - 90,791 

Total - - - 1,776,405 


It thus appears that the English language clearly predominated 
not inconsiderably over the Welsh. 


United Kingdom Population—At the Census of 1881 the 
population of the United Kingdom consisted of 34,884,848 persons. 
n the course of the ensuing interceusal period, 11,293,515 more 
were added by birth, while 6,888,638 were removed by death. 
This addition and this loss would have given, had there been no 
emigration and no immigration, a population of 39,289,725 persons 
at the Census of 1891. The emigrants, however, to places outside 
Europe exceeded the immigrants from such places, according to 
the infurmation collected by the emigration officers, by 1,747,177. 
Deducting this excess {rom the population, as determined simply 
from the natural increase and as given above, there remains a 
total of 37,542,548 persons, who would have constituted the 
population of the United Kingdom in 1891, had there been no 
movement to and from places in Europe. Asa matter of fact, 
however, the actually enumerated population amounted to 
37,732,922, showing an excess over the calculated number, as just 
given, of 190,374 persons. Some portion of this difference of 
190,374 may be attributable to the unavoidable defects in the 
returns of emigrants and immigrants; but the main part is, 
doubtlessly, due to European immigration, or, rather to the excess 
of immigration over emigration from and to European countries, 


Of the 37,732,922 inhabitants of the United Kingdom, 
18,314,571 were of the male, an? 19,418,351 of the female sex; 
the proportion being, therefore, 1,060 females to 1,000 males. 
There were, however, great differences in this respect between the 
three great sub-divisions of the kingdom, the proportion of 
females to 1,000 males being 1,064 in Ingland and Wales, 
1,072 in Scotland, and only 1,029 in Ireland. 

The British Empire.—The area of the United Kingdom consists 
of onl7 121,069 -:quare miles; but the area of the British Empire, 
with all its colonies and dependencies, falls little short of 
11,000,000 square miles; that is -to say, is nearly three times as 
large as Europe, almost as large as Africa, and comprises mre 
than a fifth-part of the land surface of the whole globe. 

80181. 
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Of this huge territorial surface a perfectly insignificant fraction 
is in Europe; while, in round numbers, the square miles con- 
tributed by Asia are one and three-quarter millions, by Africa 
two and a quarter millions, by America three and a half millions, 
and by Australasia three and a quarter millions, 

The population of some parts of this Empire, especially of 
certain protectorates and spheres of influence, is altogether 
unknown, and of others is only more or less roughly estimated, 
but so far as can be ascertained, the aggregate inhabitants of the 
Empire in 1891 numbered close upon 372 millions, the actual 
a BI being 371,825,244. Of this number 93,505,155 were 
inhabitants of protectorates cr spheres of influence; 240,587,167 
were in our colonies or dependencies ; the remaining 37,732,922 


being the actual population of the United Kingdom. 

Of the 240,587,167 inhabitants of our colonies and dependencies, 
221,434,862 were in British India, making, with 66,908,147 
inhabitants of the Indian Protected States, a total population of 
288,343,009 persons in the Indian Empire. Ceylon further 
contributed 3,012,224 persons ; other Asian possessions, 740,199 ; 
and other Asian protectorates, 1,092,634; the total in Asia thus 
amounting to 293,188,066 persons. 

The population of the British colonies and dependencies in 
Africa was 4,035,869, while that of the African protectorates or 
spheres of influence, very imperfectly known, was 25,504,374, 
making a total of 29,540,243 in Africa, 

The population of those parts of the Empire that are in 
America was 6,737,654. Of these, 5,054,449 were in North 
America, namely 4,834,728 in Canada, and the remaining 219,721 
in Newfoundland, Labrador, and Bermuda. The West Indies 
contributed 1,361,617 to the population of the Empire, and 
British Guiana 288,328 ; these several figures, with 31,471 in 
British Honduras and 1,789 in the Falkland Islands, making up 
the aggregate given above of 6,737,654 in various parts of 
America. 

The inhabitants of Australasia numbered 4,275,305, the two 
most populous of the Colonies being Victoria, with a population 
of 1,140,405, and New South Wales with 1,132,234 inhabitants. 

The only parts of Europe, other than the United Kingdom 
itself, that form parts of the Empire, are the Isle of Man and 
Channel Islands, Gibraltar, and Malta, the little island of 
Heligoland having been ceded since the Census oi 1881 to 
Germany. The population of these European colonies or de- 
pendencies was only 351,054, namely 147,842 in the islands in 
the British Seas, 25,755 in Gibraltar, and 177,457 in Malta. 
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IV.—THE TRANS-SIBERIAN RAILWAY, 


In a recent issue the Journal de St. Pétershourg deals with the 
Trans-Siberian railway, both from a commercial and an economic 
point of view. 

From a commercial point of view the enterprise will, in the 
opinion of the Journal de St. Iétersbourg, be at first of little 
advantage, but as regards the development of the national wealth 
it is likely to be extremely fruitful in results. 


The Trans-Siberian railway will cost the State 300,000,000 


roubles, whilst the revenues derived from it will be for some 
length of time quite insignificant. Dealing with the question as 
to the commodities on which the venture will depend, it is 
observed that the agricultural products of Siberia represent an 
annual value of 41,000,000 roubles, to which should be added the 
25,000,000 produced by the gold mines and other metallurgical 
undertakings. There are also fur products; all this, however, is 
very little when compared with a capital outlay of 300,000,000 
roubles. A large traffic in third-class passengers may be depended 
upon, although at reduced prices; but the carriage of pssengers 
will give but little revenue, It must therefore be understood that 
for many years the enterprise will not yield interest, and that the 
capital sunk must be regarded in the light of a sacrifice made by 
the State. 

This is the outlook commercially, but in the complicated 
machinery of the State, the commercial and economic interests do 
not always coincide. The most advantageous lines, from a com- 
mercial point of view, are perhaps those which connect the Volga 
with the Prussian sea-ports; the economic advantage of these 
lines is, however, doubtful. The Siberian line apparently of so 
little immediate advantage from a commercial point of view, has, 
on the other hand, a very great economic importance; it might 
be said to be greater than that of any other railway in the 
Empire. 

To the Treasury the question presents itself as follows :— 
While for a long time few direct benefits will be derived from 
the 300,000,000 roubles employed on this work, the State will 
indirectly benefit as a result of the railway, from an increase of 
revenue in other directions, Thus, a million households of 
ruined peasants, who, being established in the governments of 
Tchernigow, Penza, Poltava, &c.,can only impoverish the country, 
will be able, by migrating, to become a source of revenue to the 
Treasury. The peasants remaining at home will be able, on the 
departure of the others, to add to their plots of land and to more 
easily pay their way. 

The gold mines of Siberia are another instance in support of 
this theory. In the absence of ways of communication, the 
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maintenance of the workmen in the mines is very costly, and this 
is prejudicial to the efficient working of these mines. This results 
- ina great loss in the annual extraction of the precious metal. 
The ‘Trans-Siberian railway will be able to change all that, and 
to improve this important branch of mining industry. 

Instances might be mul:iplied to show the indirect advantages 
to be expected from the Siberian railway. Without the advance 
of 300,000,000 roubles the State receipts would have a smaller 
development. In reality this money would be returned more 
quickly than in commercial enterprises reputed to be advantageous. 

Casting a glance at the map of the Trans-Ouralian region 
it will be seen that it has an immense area of 11,000,000 square 
verstes (square verste = 0°44 of a square mile), which is twice 
as great as that of European Russia, not reckoning the sterile 
districts in the north and the sandy steppes of the south we get 
600,000,000 deciatines of land (deciatine = 2°7 acres) suitable for 
agriculture or covered with forests. This is an area which com- 
pares with and is greater than that of Russia in Europe, representing 
only 440,000,000 deciatines. These almost boundless territories 
of Siberia are occupied at the present time by 4,500,000 
inhabitants, which gives an average of one inhabitant per 
133 deciatine:. On the European side of the Oural the pro- 
portion is one inhabitant per five deciatines. 

It may be gathered from these figures what a vast fizld for 
colonisation is offered by Siberia. At this moment a family of 
five members has on an average at its disposal an area of 
665 deciatines, a large extent, and one quite beyon! the 
capabilities of a single family to cultivate. This only refers 
to regions adapted for cultivation, such as those situated in the 
area comprised between the governments of Kharson and 
Archangel. Let it be supposed that the railway increases the 
Siberian population from the Oural and Semirérchié to Oussouri 
by 2,000,600 families; estimating the productive force of a family 
at only 300 roubles per year, this will give an increased 
revenue to the Staite amounting to 600,000,000 roubles. It is, 
as it were, the interest on capital newly raised, of which the 
annual interest alone exceeds double the entire capital expended 
for the construction of the railway. 

In the above estimates of the anticipated advantages of the 
Trans-Siberian railway no account has been taken of the impetus 
that will be given by the construction of this line to S:berian 
industry by the increase of the population, nor of the advantages 
from a commercial point of view that will be derived by the 
development of Kiakhta and Irkoutsk, and the increased 
importance of Vladivostock. 
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V.—THE AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY TRADE 
IN RUSSIA. 


The following particulars of the trade in agricultural machinery 
are obtained from a volnme descriptive of the industries 
of Russia, published by the Russian Department of Agriculture, 
Ministry of Crown domains, and translated into English by 
Mr. J. M. Crawford, United States Consul-General to Russia :— 

Until 1862 there were only 60 agricultural works in Russia. 
This small number is explained, of course, by the fact that owing 
to the existence of serf labour, there was no great need for 
machinery. Since the great reform of February 19th, 1861, the 
demands for agricultural machinery have grown greatly and have 
increased their development and manufacture in the Empire. 
At the same time a fundamental change has taken place in - 
Russian farming, as well as a tendency to increase the number 
of farming implements. From 1859 to 1863 a remarkable 
increase in the pment for such appliances was observed, as the 
estate owners of that time, being deprived of peasant labour, 
were obliged to have resource to improved machines. The 
following figures give an idea of that increase: thus, in 1849 the 
import of farming implements was valued at 6,552,934 roubles, 
and in 1859 it amounted to 11,296,612 roubles. 

As the foreign machines were admitted free into Russia, the 
landowners bought largely, and gencrally the better types, so 
that the Russian manufacturers became acquainted with new 
models of perfect execution, and by imitating them, soon improved 
their own makes. ‘The demands for foreign machines increased 
gradually, and the import grew accordingly. The following 


figures show the average import, in four year periods, beginning 
from 1869 :-— 


In 1869-72 imported 259,439 pouds. 
1873-76  ,, 566,306 
», 1877-80 » 629,551 
, 1881-84 ,, 962,274 
1885-88 , 422,305 


1889 
» 1890 
» 1891 429,000, 


The above figures show that from 1869 to 1885, the import 
steadily increased: in 1869 it was 117,750, and in 1884 it 
amounted to 1,026,800 pouds, This increase was due partly to 
the reorganisation of farms, since 1861, by considerable improve- 
ments in the different branches of farming by the fact that the 
peasants leased private and Government farms by the cultivation 
of new lands in Southern, Eastern, and South-eastern Russia, by 
the lack of workmen and by other and similar considerations. In 
a word this increased import is the result of the remarkable 
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development of the farming industry in Russia until the year 
1885, when the cereal harvest grew from 10,835,556 in 1869 to 
36,774,840 chetverts (chetvert=5°77 imperial bushels) in 1884. 
In 1885 the import of agricultural machinery fell to 489,912 
pouds (poud=36 lbs. avoirdupois), and decreased gradually in 
1886 and 1887. Although in 1888 and 1889 it rose to 589,000 
and 594,000 pouds, in 1890 and 1891 it fell again, scarcely 
smounting to 429,000 in 1891. Such variations in the import 
were due, on the one hand, to the fluctuations of the cereal 
harvests during the last six or seven years, and on the other hand 
‘to the decrease in the import, coincident with the levying of 
a duty upon farming implements, in 1885 of 50 kopecks, and 
in 1887, of 70 kopecks per poud. The principle reasons why 
the demand for foreign machines became feeble were, the 
development of machine building in Russia, and the gradual 
impoverishment of the landowners owing to the fall of prices of 
farm produce, which reached its lowest poiat in 1890. Until 1885 
the principal purchasers of foreign machines were land-owners, 
but since then the peasants, Cossacks and lessors of private and 
Crown lands have imported many such implements. They 
began to buy not only the cheaper and simpler makes, but also 
the more complicated types, such as reaping, mowing, and 
thrashing machines, and in some instances the peasants have 
bought steam thrashing machines for cash. 

The principal centres of trade in farming implements and 
machines are Rostov-on-Don, Odessa, Kharkov, Kiev, Moscow, 
Warsaw, Riga, Saratov, Samara, and St. Petersburg ; Rostov-on- 
Don occupies the first place, as it is now one of the principal 
points in South Russia which supplies the two richest regions of 
Kouban and Tersk and the government of Stavropol with tarming 
machines. There are six large and five small depéts in that town. 
The greatest number of portable engines and steam thrashers, of 
which in 1888 400 were imported, valued at 2,500,000 roubles, 
are taken by the south. The first depdts for farming machines 
were established in St. Petersburg, Moscow, Warsew, Kharkov, 
and Odessa. 

Agricultural implements and machines are principally imported 
from England, Germany, the United States of America, Austria, 
and some from France. In the sixties the principal exporter was 
England. Russia imported ploughs, thrashing and winnowing 
machines, portable engines, root and straw cutters, chiefly of 
English construction. At the present time the English ploughs 
_are supplanted by German makes, and England sends to Russia 
only steam thrashing and sorting machines, portable engin-s, and 
_ other machinery to a limited extent. From Germany principally 

loughs, simple as well as compound, drills, planters, horse and 
hand thrashing machines, fanning mills, weeders, straw and root 
cutters, are imported. Notwithstanding the high quality of the 
English ploughs, they have been supplanted by German types, 
only because the latter are the cheaper. Formerly the English 
mo were exclusively brought into Russia. 
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The United States of America made Russia acquainted with 
their machines and began to export them to that country 
only since 1876, when, owing to the Centennial Exposition at 
Philadelphia, some Russian specialists were able closely to examine 
the excellent qualities of the American machinery. Until that 
peme the Americans sent into Russia only reaping machines, and 
ad to compete with the English makes. But since 1876 drills 
and planters, spring harrows, mowing machines, binders, horse 
rakes, and hay presses have been imported from America, and in 
this line the latter has no rival in Russia. American reapers, 
mowing machines, and horse rakes have quite supplanted the 
English types; American drills have taught the Russian farmers 
to sow in rows, and the American hay presses are regarded as 
models ; but ploughs of American construction are not used in 
Russia, only because they are too expensive; as to their quality 
they occupy the first place. 

Austria exports to Russia only horse thrashers and a few 
winnowing and sorting machines. Notwithstanding their good 
quality, Austrian machines cannot compete with the German, 
owing to the high prices of the former. The latter gradually 
supplant them on the Russian markets, and probably Austrian 
machines will soon go entirely out of use in the Empire. The 
same may be said of the French farming machines, which, not- 
withstanding the development of machinery building in the 
French Republic, are very little sent into Russia. Until now 
only weeders are brought into the Empire, and the other machines 
are not imported at all, owing to theic high prices and to their 
Se being little adapted to the requirements of the Russian 
arras. 

The number of establishments for the sale of agricultural 
machinery brought from abroad is dependent on the greater or 
smaller demands in the different localities; that dependence is 
still greater for the mechanical factories and workshops. At the 
present time the greatest number of such establishments is 
organized in the following regions:—in the three Baltic govern- 
ments, in the Vistula, in the central, in the governments of 
Ekaterinoslavy, Kherson, and Tauride, and in the Kharkov 
fewer The central points of these regions are Ri 

arsaw, Moscow, Kharkov, and, to some extent, Odessa. In the 
first two regions the machine industry was introduced much 
earlier than in the others owing to the advanced state of agricul- 
ture in these places, demanding therefore improved implements. 
In Central Russia the industry was developed owing to the 
favourable geographical conditions of that part of the Empire, as 
also to the improved state of farming. In the southern govern- 
ments this development was influenced by the lack of workmen 
for the cultivation of new land on very extensive farms. 
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VI—DEVELOPMENT OF THE COTTON-SPINNING 
INDUSTRY IN GERMANY. 


The Hamburgische Boersen Halle recently published some 
interesting information on the subject of the development of the 
cotton-spinning industry in Germany. 

According to this information the German industry in question 
comprised, in 1892, 27 firms, each-of which possessed 40,000 
spindles and above ; in this number were included 10 establish- 
ments, each of which had 60,000 spindles and above ; two of the 
latter houses had more than 100,000 spindles. The two largest 
houses were the Baumwollspinnerei am Stadtbach, at Augsburg, 
with 111,780 spindles, and the Leipziger Baumwollspinnerei, at 
Lindenau, with 130,000 spindles. The houses established in 
Alsace-Lorraine, with a total of spindles in 1892 estimated at 
1,400,000, are not included in the above statistics. 

A comparison of the state of this industry with the correspond- 
ing industry in Eogland shows that since 1877 the number of 
spindles has increased in Germany by 28 per cent., whilst the 
increase was only 2°5 per cent. in England. It is true that the 
2°5 per cent. of England are almost equal in absolute importance 
to the 28 per cent. German. 

A rapid development of German production has naturally 
corresponded to an increase in the importance and number of 
establishments. As a result the English imports into Germany 
have largely diminished. These imports in 1876 wore in the’ 
proportion of 174 per cent. compared with German production ; 
they fell to 8 per cent. in 1891. 

The production of fine yarn was in 1877 still the weak point of 
German industry. The protection afforded to this special pro- 
duction by the tariffs of 1878 has benefited it. Since that date. 
successful efforts have been made to cope with Englich com- 
petition, the progress realised being especially marked since 1887. 
At the present time German industry, more especially in Saxony, 
is capable of producing, under sufficiently favourable conditions, 
the finest numbers required by Germany—the highest number 
being that which corresponds to No. 120 English. 

In 1891, there were spun in Bavaria 100,000 kilogrammes, in 
Alsace-Lorraine 970,000 kilos., and in Saxony 1,300,000 kilos, 
of fine yarn above No. 60 English. Within the last two years, 
Saxon industry at Leipzig and Chemnitz, which is foremost in 
Germany as regards the production of fine yarns, has succeeded in 
manufacturing fine-warped yarn, which has not previously been 
done in Germany. 


Feb. 1894.] COTTON-SPINNING INDUSTRY IN GERMANY. 153 


The imports by sea of cotton yarn at Hamburg, amounted to 
92,788 metric quintals, representing a value of 27,244,480 marks, 
of which 92,172, representing a value of 27,094,91( marks, were of 
English origin, The exports by sea amounted to 40,410 metric 
quintals, representing a value of 11,395,960 marks. The imports 
by land, that is to say, of German origin, were 31,436 metric quin- 
tals, representing a value of 8,802,080 marks, and the export by 
land, that is to say, into Germany, were 95,200 metric quintals, 
the value of which was 27,608,000 marks. 


VIL—THE FRENCH MINING INDUSTRIES. 


The French volume of mining statistics entitled “ Statistique 
“ de l'Industrie Minérale et des Appareils 4 Vapeur en France 
“ et en Algérie,” for the year 1892, has just been issued and a 
report upon the statistics contained in this volume has recently 
been presented to the French Minister of Public Works by the 
Commission appoiated to inquire into the condition of the mining 
industry. From this report the following particulars have been 
taken :-— 

It is stated that combustibles form five-sixths of the whole 
mineral produce of France, and that they therefore form by far 
the most important. The production of coal, including also 
anthracite and lignite, in the year 1892 reached in round 
figures 26,179,000 tons, showing the slight increase over the 
previous year of 154,000 tons. This result is, however, not to 
be considered as altogether bad seeing that during the year 1892 
the total consumption of coal in France decreased by 57,000 tons, 
and the export by 11,000 tons. It should be remarked that 
consumption of coal has also fallen off somewhat in neighbouring 
countries, and statistics, which are attached to the volume in the 
shape of an appendix, show a diminution in the production of 
coal in the year 1892 of 93,000 tons in Belgium, of 1,707,000 tons 
in Germany, and of 3,752,000 tons in Kingland. 

In France the price per ton at the pits mouth has, in the most 
important coaling district, the Departments of the Nord, and 
Pas-de-Calais, suffered a diminution of 1 franc 47 cents (1s. 2d.) 
per ton; the average decrease in the price, however, over the 
whole country has been only 85 centimes (8d.) per ton. It is to 
be remarked that, the price per ton in 1892, viz, 12 fr. 40 or 
10s., has been. higher than in the years from 1885 to 1889, when 
the average price was only 10 fr. 85 or 8s. 7d. per ton. At the 
some time and notwithstanding the fall in price miners’ wages 
and the working expenses have risen dnring the year. 

The coal mines of the Department of the Pas-de-Calais are the 
only ones that have increased their out-put, which in the year 
1892 reached 9,802,000 tons, or an increase of 1,181,000 tons. 
A considerable falling off is noticeable in other departments, more 
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articularly in the Department of the Tarn, where, as is well- 
nown, the miners at Carmaux were twice on strike and fora 
total period of close on four months. 

Out of the 294 coal mines in France which were working, 136 
have worked at a loss and have consequently not contributed to 
the governmental tax of 5 per cent. on the net profits. 

If the total production of combustibles be added to‘ that of 
other mineral substances produced in France, such as iron ore, 
lead, silver, zinc, manganese, antimony, pyrites, bituminous schist, 
calcareous asphalt, rock salt, the following comparative totals for 
the years 1891 and 1892 are arrived at :— 


— Tons Raised. Value at the Place of Production. 
Francs. £ 

1892 30,287,000 359,048,000 14,362,000 

1891 30,050,000 380,350,000 15,214,000 > 


From the above it will be seen that while there was some 
slight increase in the total out-put, yet the total value shows, 
owing to the fall in prices, a falling off of over 21 millions of 
frances, or 852,000/. 

The number of the miners shows an increase of 1,000. 

The year has been a very favourable one as regards accidents, 
of which there are none to record. Fire damp has not caused a 
single death, a fact which is without precedent during a space of. 
50 years. This fortunate exemption from accident is no doubt to 
be attributed to the increased precautions which have been taken 
in those mines which are subject to fire-damp, and also more 
especially to improved systems of ventilation, to improvement in 
the class of explosive used, and to careful watching in places 
subject to fire-damp. 

Whilst the first portion of the volume entitled “ Statistique 
de YIndustrie Minérale et des Appareils 4 Vapeur en France et 
en Algérie” deals with the mining industry simply, the second 
part deals with the manufacture of metals, and principally with 
the manufacture of iron, under which head are included cast, 
wrought, and other species of iron as well as steel. 

During the year 1892, 2,057,000 tons of cast iron have been 

duced from iron ore in France. This is 160,000 tons increase 
over the previous year. The production of steel has also increased 
from 638,000 to 682,000 tons. Wrought iron, which includes also 
sheet iron, shows a total production of 829,000 tons, or a slight 
decrease of 4,000 tons as compared with the preceding year. 

As regards prices, these have remained very nearly stationary 
as regards wrought iron and steel, whilst as regards cast iron 
the price has fallen. 

Owing to the activity of the blast furnaces and the increased 
production of steel, the total value of the production of the iron 
manufactures in France has been about 457,000,000 francs, or 


Feb. 1894.] THE FRENCH MINING INDUSTRIES. | 155 


18,280,000/., being an increase of 18,000,000 of francs or 
720,000/. over the production of the previous year. 

Exports, which have of late years been considerably on the 
increase, show a falling off since 1891, but, on the other hand, the 
home consumption in France shows an increase not only for cast 
and wrought iron, but also for steel. 

As regards foreign countries, it is to be remarked that the 
production of cast iron, on which that of wrought iron and of steel 
depends, shows a general increase both in Germany, Austria, 
Belgium, Russia, and particularly in the United States. On the 
other hand, there is a marked diminution in the production in 
England, for on comparing its production in 1892 with that of 
1889, it will be found that there is a decrease of no less than 
1,600,000 tons. 

The manufacture in France of metals other than iron, 
principally of silver, lead, zinc, and nickel, has increased from 
2,000 to 3,000 tons, whilst at the same time, the value has 
increased to upwards of 38,500,000 frances, or 1,540,000/. ; and 
that, notwithstanding the depreciation in the prices of both silver 
and zinc. 

The statistics of the country show an ever increasing develop- 
ment of the steam power at its disposal, The increase, however, 
in 1892 did not altogether keep pace with that of the preceding 
year. Still, counting in establishments of all kinds and including 
the railways and steamships it will be found that there is a total 
number of 89,116 boilers working in France, and of these, 23,871 
underwent the necessary testing by hydraulic pressure during 
the year 1892 as laid down by law. 

Special attention is drawn to the graphic statistics which are 
given in a coloured chart, showing the production of combustible 
materials, and their consumption in each department of France ; 
this chart enables it to be seen at a glance what are the various 
descriptions of combustibles produced, as well as from what part of 
France they come, or whether they are imported from foreign 
countries. 


Note.—The tons referred to above are in all cases “ tonneaux métriques,” or tons of 
2,204 Ibs. 
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VIII—THE PETROLEUM INDUSTRY IN GALICIA. 


From an article by M. D. Bellet in the Belgian Moniteur 
Industriel for January 9th, we extract the following particulars 
with regard to the petroleum industry of Galicia. 

Although the petroleum wells of the United States and of 
Russia do not scem by any means to be exhausted, it is of the 
highest importance to discover what other countries are prepared 
in their turn, to supply mineral oil. As can easily be understood, 
this liquid combustible is constantly being adapted to more and 
more numerous, and to more and more varied employments. It 
is no longer restricted to lighting purposes. Special motor- 
engines consume enormous quantities of it day after day. It 
would therefore be as well to devote some attention to the 
petroleum basin of Austria, the more so as it has hitherto almost 
entirely escaped notice. 

Of all the provinces of Austria, Galicia is the one which is the 
best provided with subterranean wealth. The mineral riches of 
this part of the Empire are very varied and exceedingly abundant ; 
they include iron, zinc, lead, and even auriferous sand. Salt-beds, 
the product of which is enormous, form an immense semicircle 
through the whole length of the country ; they begin near Cracow, 
with the celebrated mines of Wieliezka, and they extend to the 
Bukoviue river. 

But, as is often the case, it is precisely in the neighbourhood 
of these salt beds that petroleum is found. If we glance at the 
map of Austria, we see that the Carpathians, between Upper 
Silesia and Wallachia, describe a vast curve, the concavity of 
which is towards the north-east; this chain of mountains 
forms the frontier of Galicia, and it is upon its concave side that 
the petroleum rocks are found, in a zone parallel to u.at of the 
salt-works. ‘The petroleum basin is formed cf a multitude of 
little beds, most uf them about 3 km. in breadth and 300 in 
length. 

The existence of petreleum in this country has long been recog- 
nised, but no means have been taken to determine its exact nature. 
In old days the Galician peasants were accustomed to extract from 
the local soil a bituminous substance which they used to oil their 
carts, for the beet kinds of oil for greasing are made out of pe- 
troleum. There is, indeed, a tradition that it was at Ciacow that 
the first petroleum lamp was ever used. Actording to M. Stein- 
man, it was about 1830 that the Galicians began to work a 
substance called ropa, which is simply the raw oil, out of which 
they manufactured asphalt and alamp oil. A chemist at Lemberg 
was the first to carry out this trade on any scale. This was the 
time when the “oil fever” was breaking out in America; the 
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rumour of fortunes so rapidly made in the United States found 
its way to Galicia, and it was felt then that such a source of wealth 
ought no longer to be neglected. 

he chemist in question was not long in finding imitators. 
Engineers began to arrive, who examined the ground, either in 
their own personal interest or in that of the local lind owners. 
In this way a considerable centre was created at Boryslav, in the 
upper basin of the Dniester; soundings were next made to the 
north of the Tatra, in the valley of Dunajec, and, after a while, 
a rough idea was formed of the arrangement of the petroleum 
beds in the basin of Western Galicia. In the year 1386 the 
produce exceeded 30,000 tons. 

The industry commenced in a very primitive way. The 
explorers dug but a short distance into the grorad., It was usual 
to meet with the oil in the eocene and miocene formations of the 
tertiary deposits. Besides this, the treatment of the product 
when extracted was so rudimentary that it led to wholesale waste 
of material. This will be more clearly understood by a short 
statement of the method in which the work was at that time 
carried on. 

A well was dug of from 1:50 to 2 square metres; as 
soon as ever the digging had descended verticilly for a few 
metres, the oil began to ooze out ; when the depth was sufficient, 
the well was lined with wood, and another was dug, each being 
immediately lined, and the labourer proceeding with his pickaxe. 
On this system, of course, it was necessary by a hand-worked 
ventilator, to send the necessary air down for the workmen to 
breathe, in order to drive away the hydrocarburated gases which 
accumulated at the bottom of the well. 

‘With this method it was possible to go down to a depth of 
100 m.; if the oil came in sufficient quantity, it was raised by 
means of a bucket or of a forcing-pump. It was often necessary 
to continue the work until the petroliferous sandstone was reached. 
But, as it was all done by manual labour, it sometimes took five 
years to bore a well. ‘ 

At the present time another system is commonly made use of, 
varying somewhat according to whether pumping wells are used, 
where the oil does not gush out, but has to be lifted to the 
surface of the ground, or whether, on the contrary, they are 
springs. In all cases, what explorers look out for is the 
yellowish petroliferous sandstone, porous and full of raw oil, a 
sandstone which has a very peculiar appearance, by which the 
miners instantly recognise it. 

Space will not admit of an enumeration of all the works 
existing in Galicia, Although the Austrian wells are far from 
producing the enormous quantities realised by those in the 
Caucasus, the product is considerable, and the labour expended 
has been rewarded with success. In the district of Lodzna, for 
instance, which is about 8 km. in length, oil has been extracted 
on a grand scale, thanks to the improvements introduced into 
the methods of working. We may mention among the places 


] 
q 
| 
| 
a 
ia 
q 
| 
| 
| 
if 
| 
{ 


158 THE PETROLEUM INDUSTRY IN GALICIA [Feb. 1894, 


where are found pumping wells, Kryg, Libusza, Polanka, 
Sloboda, and Ringurska. There are springs at Polanka, as well 
as at Wielzrno. In the former of these centres an English 
company of considerable importance is established ; in the latter 
a special system of canalisation brings the petroleum, in the 
American way, to the station at Krosno; another exists at 
Sloboda. The works at Zagorzany, at Lipinki, and at Woytowa 
are also worthy of mention. There are excellent refinerics in 


_ Galicia, at Libusza, at Oderberg, and at Zagorzany. 


As regards an analysis of the Galician petroleums, it must 
suffice to say that 1,000 kg. of the raw oil contain 560 of 
petroleum, 120 of benzene, 15 of paraffin. The Austrian Govern- 
ment has, moreover, encouraged by all the means in its power 
the petroleum industry. When it is considered that a few years 
ago all the refineries in Galicia only produced 4 million litres of 
oil, and that in 1889 they produced more than 28 millions, some 
idea may be formed of the degree in which this industry is 


expanding. 


IX.—INCREASED PRODUCTION OF COTTON IN 
CENTRAL ASIA, 


The progress which has been made in the course of the past 10 
years in the cultivation of American cotton in Central Asia is 
sufficiently remarkable to make rivalry with India a by no means 
impossible contingency. The Times of India states that nine 
years ago when the Russian experiment began to show its first 
signs of successful results the yield in Turkestan was not more 
than 10,000 lbs. Last year the outturn was 2,100,060 Ibs. weight 
of cleaned cotton. This quantity, however, is not nearly suffi- 
cient for the requirements of Russian native industry, and last 
year 8,000,000 lbs. of foreign cotton were imported, despite the 
very considerable increase in the import daty. Russia is accord- 
ingly taking steps to enormously extend the growing of cotton 
both in Central Asia and in Transcaspian territory. An especially 
favourable tract for cotton-growing is the Amu-Daria country, 
where extensive and fertile valleys offer exceptional facilities for 
the encouragement of this industry. The districts of _Khodgent, 
Tashkent, and Tchemkent, watered by the tributaries of the Syr 
Daria, are already populated by something like 20,000 Russian 


- colonists, and here again the conditions are all eminently favour- 


able to cotton cultivation. The valley of Samarkand, the khanate 
of Bokhara, the low country under the Hissar Mountains, the 
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valley of Schir-Abu-Daria, Sourbhen, Kafirnijan, and Surkhab, 
are all equally well adapted. The cotton districts thus made 
available to Russian enterprise will form an aggregate tract 
capable of turning out, even in the earlier stages of cultivation, 
something like eight or ten millions of pounds of cotton annually. 
Already the cultivation of cotton in Ferghana has begun to push 
wheat out of the field, three-fourths of the arable land being now 
devoted to cotton, and one-fourth only under all other crops. 
The total amount of cotton worked up in Russia last year was 
about 114 million pouds, or about 185,000 tons. Nine million 
pouds of this are made up of American, Egyptian, East Indian, 
and Persian cottons, the Indian consisting of Dharwar, Broach, 
Dhollerah, Oomra, Verawal, Bengal, and Tinnevelly cottons. The 
remainder comes mainly from Tashkend, Khokand, Khiva, Bokhara, 
and the Caucasian cotton-growing districts. It is mainly medium 
and low count yarns that are spun in Russia—say from 23’s 
to 28’s—giving roughly a total production of 10,000,000 pouds, 
so that at an all-round price of 35 roubles per poud for finished 
goods, the annual value of the Russian cotton manufacturing 
industry may be taken to be about 340,000,000 roubles. Some 
idea of the progress of the cotton industry in Russia may be 
gathered from the fact that while there were 2} million spindles 
and 54,566 power looms at work in 1877, the figures are now 
6,000,000 and 200,000 respectively. The Russian industry, how- 


ever, still only consumes about one-quarter of the amount of | 


cotton worked up in English manufactures. England consumes 
annually about 4,270,000 bales, and the continent of Europe 
another 4,480,000 bales of 400 English lbs.; the United States, 
3,171,000 bales; and India, 1,058,400 bales: the grand total 
being a little under 13,000,000 bales, of which Russia’s share is 
about 1,046,000 bales. 
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X—THE COTTON SPINNING INDUSTRY IN 
JAPAN. 


M. T. Ourakami, a correspondent of the Economiste Frangais, 
writing from Tokio under date of the 15th December last, says 
that from the year 1857 or 1858, that is to say, a little before 
the opening of Japan to foreign trade, the natives knew that an 
ingenious. system of cotton-spinning was in existence in Europe, 
and they were anxious to see it introduced into their own 
country. In 1875, after the return from a visit which Count 
Matsoukata, Minister of Finance, had paid to Europe, the 
Japanese Government purchased through him several small 
model machines for spinning cotton and caused them to be 
distributed in those departments in which cotton is cultivated, 
in order that the inhabitants might become acquainted not only 
with the machine itself, but with its uses. This was the 
commencement of the Japanese spinning industry, an industry 
which has since then experienced considerable development. 

At the commencement of the industry the Japanese were only 
able to produce coarse yarns, those of No. 16, which were only 
snitable for replacing the ones hitherto produced in the primitive 
manner of the country, that is to say, by the distaff. From 1880 
to 1884 cotton spinning became quite an important and 
flourishing industry in Japan. At the latter date there were 
27 spinning companies throughout the country, producing about 
617,000 Japanese pounds of yarn. The progress made was even 
more rapid during the period comprised between the years 1885 
and 1889, as from the official statistics issued by the Japanese 
Government it appears that while in 1886 the amount of 
yarn produced amounted to 778,483 Japanese pounds, this 
quantity had increased in 1888 to 1,593,103 lbs., and in 1890 to 
5,132,588 lbs. ‘The number of spindles were respectively 65,420, 
113,456, and 277,895. In 1890 there were 30 spinneries 
established in the country. The great development which had 
been effected in this industry in the years quoted above may be 
attributed entirely to the following causes :—At this period the 
demand for money was not eso great, and capitalists experienced 
some difficulty in finding good investments. They looked 
favourably upon industrial enterprises, particularly upon the 
cotton spinning industry, which realised profits varying between 
20 and 30 per cent. annually. Soon cotton spinneries sprung up 
one after the other to such an extent that the prodnction of yarn 
in 1890, as compared with 1886, was quadrupled. The carding 
companies then passed thiough an acute crisis, for the production 
of yarns of the higher numbers having so greatly increased it 
was difficult to find an outlet for the goods, and the surplus stock 
occasioned considerable embarrassment to the manufacturers. 
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Among the manufacturers there were very few turning out fine 
yarns, those, for example, above No. 20, and the import of foreign 
yarns of this description continually increased. For example, the 
value of such imports in 1877 amounted to 4 million yen, while 
in 1888 they exceeded 13 millions (the par value of the yen is 
4s, 2d.) 

It will thus be understood that the progressive increase in the 
imports of foreign yarns on the one hand, and the check 
experienced in the production of Japanese yarns on the other, 
were due principally to an imperfect knowledge of this industrial 
art on the part of the Japanese. The manufacturers being 
desirous of acquainting themselves with the situation of the cotton 
industry abroad, sent out to Bombay tw) agente, who were com- 
missioned to study the condition of the carding industry of India, 
and to bring back detailed information upon this subject. Soon 
afterwards a report was received from these agents tu the effect 
that, judging from the condition of the Indian markets, it might 
be safely predicted that the cotton spinning industry of Japan had 
a brilliant future before it. In course of time it would, in thei 
opinion, certainly have the monopoly of the Japanese markets, as 
it will soon be impossibie for Bombay yarns to compete with the 
Japanese. The manufacturers being thus encouraged commenced 
to study methods of turning out yarns of the finer descriptions, 
which are largely consumed in the country, and more perfected 
machinery was employed in order that a keen competition might 
be carried on with the foreign yarns. The result was very soon 
seen in an increased Gelikal potuetion and a decreased impor- 
tation. For example, in 1885 the quantity produced, in Japanese 
pounds, amyunted to 957,000, and the imports in English pounds 
to 47 millions. In 1890 the quantity produced amounted to 32 
million pounds and the imports to 31 millions. In 1892 the 
figures were respectively 64 and 24 millions. 

Thus, as will be seen by the above, the imports of foreign yarns 
have fallen off year by year, and they decreased in value from 
13 millions of yen in 1887 to seven millions in 1892. This isa 
result of the progress that has been effected in the national 
industry, and the great part of this success comes naturally from 
the skill of the workmen, who have learnt much from their — 
competitors. As a matter of fact cotton yarn is said to 
produced at a cheaper rate in Japan than in India. 
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XI—PIG-IRON PRODUCTION OF THE UNITED 
STATES IN 1893. © 


The following statement of the pig-iron production of the 
United States in 1893 appears in the New York Engineering and 
Mining Journal for the 6th January :-— 

Taking the exact figures of the American [ron and Steel 
Association for 1892, and the first half of 1893, and estimating 
those for the last half of 1893 as closely as it is possible to do in 
a period of such fluctuating production as the half year has been, 
we find that the pig-iron output for the two years compares as 
follows, in gross tons :— 


— | 1892. 1893. | Decrease in 1893. 
| 
First half 4,769,683 | 4,562,918 206,755 
Second half - - 4,887,317 2,633,440 1,753,877 
Years - 9,157,000 | 7,196,358 1,960,642 
| 


The decrease thus shown was 4’3 per cent. for the first half 
year, 39°9 per cent. for the second half, and 21:4 per cent. for the 
full year. For ten years the total production has been :— 
1884, 4,097,869 tons ; 1885, 4,044,524 tons ; 1886, 5,683,626 tons ; 
1887, 6,417,156 tons ; 1888, 6,489,738 tons; 1889, 7,603,640 tons ; 
1890, 9,202,702 tons ; 1891, 8,279,870 tons ; 1892, 9,157,000 tons ; 
1893, 7,196,358. 

The great gains made in 1889 and 1890 were nearly neutralised 
last year, and the output fell over 400,000 tons below that of 
1889, being the smallest recorded in any year since 1888. 

So far as the figures have been received there is reason to 
believe that the production has pretty closely agreed with 
consumption. -In panic times like those of last summer few 
producers will carry stock, and prices have been so low that there 
has been no inducement for furnacemen to start up unless they 
had orders ahead. On June 30th the official statement showed 
stocks on hand of 549,141 tons, or only 43,025 tons more than 
on January Ist. We have not as yet the figures for stocks on 
January Ist, 1894, but we do not hear of any considerable 
accumulations of iron, and have no reason to believe that such 
exist or that the unsold stock is greater than it was a year ago; 
itis more likely to be less. The indications are that the increase 
of output in November and December was almost entirely in 
response to a gradually increasing demand for iron. 
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It will be seen from the above figures that, while the tendency 
to diminish the output has set in before the close of June, the 


production for the first half of the year was but little below that — 


of the firet half of 1892, and was, in fact, 4 per cent. greater than 
that of the second half of the same year. From that time on, 
_ however, it fell off rapidly. The weekly capacity of the furnaces 
in blast which had averaged about 175,500 tons for the first six 
months, fell to 158,000 tons (in round figures) in July; to 


110,000 tons in August; to 84,300 tons in September, and to — 


76,000 tons in October, being then only 43°4 per cent, of the 
figure reported for June, which was very near the average. To 


put it in another form, the output in June was at the rate of . 


9,126,000 tons yearly ; in July it was at the rate of 8,216,000; 
in August, 5,720,000 ; in September, 4,383,600, and in October 
at the rate of 3,952,000 tons per year only. The number of 
furnaces in blast, which was 253 at the beginning of the year, 
was 226 on July lst, but decreased to 170 on August Ist, 
128 on September Ist, and on October lst to 115, the smallest 
number recorded for many years. 

In October, however, the bottom was reached and production 
took an upward turn. The November report showed 119 furnaces 
in blast with a weekly capacity of 82,100 tons, and by December Ist 
this had again risen to 130 furnaces and $8,700 tons. Though 
still only 56:2 per cent. of the weekly output for the first half of 
the year, this was a decided gain, and while the full figures for 
January 1st are not yet at hand, there is no doubt that a further 
increase was made during December. 

The demand for iron ores has, of course, varied with the 
production of iron, and such figures as are available at this early 


date show the change. In 1890 the Lake Superior region . 
furnished about 50 per cent. of all the iron ore produced in the 


United States, and it is probable that this proportion has not 
greatly varied since that time. The figures for the shipments 
rom the Lake Superior districts at the close of navigation showed 
total shipments by water for the season of 5,837,000 tons, which 
the all-rail shipments for the year will increase to about 
6,150,000 tons. On this basis the total output of iron ores for 
the year would be about 12,300,000 tons, which shows a decrease 
. very nearly corresponding to that in the pig-iron output. 


| 
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XII.—ALTERATIONS IN ROUMANIAN IMPORT 
DUTIES. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at page 43 of the 
last number of this Journal respecting alterations in the Rou- 
manian Customs Duties to come into force on the 1st January 
1894, the following statement shows the tariff modifications 
which have resulted from the copclusion of the Commercial 
Treaty between Roumania and Germany. It will be observed 
that the list of articles for which duties have been reduced is not 
an extensive one, but it should be stated that in addition to 
providing for these reductions the existing rates of duty on a large 
number of other articles have also been inscribed in the tariff 
schedule annexed to the Treaty, so that these latter rates cannot 
now be increased during the periol for which the Treaty is to 
remain in operation. It is understood that the modifications 
specified below will be extended to imports from all countries. 


Note.— Kilogramme = 2° 204 Ibs. avordupvis; Leu. = 9,8,d. 


Rates now 
Rates recently 
levied under 
Roumanian Roumanian 
General Tariff. Treaty. 
| Lei. b. Lei. b. 


Lacs, liquid or in tablets ; varnish, and sicca- | 
tive oils of all kinds -- - - 

Crayons, black or coloured, whether cased in 
wood or not - - ~ - 

{Including pencils cased in wood, pencil 
leads, crayons, pastels, &c. 

Fine leather,such as castor and other chamois- 
dressed skins; kid-skins, glazed or bronzed; 
ome skins; calf-skins, glazed or lacquered; 

ia leather; parchment and vellum; em- 
bossed leather—all these coloured or not ; 
also dyed morocco leather, and all other 
similar skins dyed, varnished, or lacquered, 
and whether gilt, or silvered, or not - Ph 240°00 Pe 150°00 

Leather belting, flat or round, for machinery 200°00 120-00 

Fors (not including sheep and goat-skins), 
whether prepared or not, but not cut nor 
- - - ” 160°00 ” 100°00 

Manufactures of india-rubber or gutta- 
percha, not in combination with other 
materials - - 

{Including india-rubber in tablets, &c., 
for office purposes; india-rubber 
threads not covered with other 
materials; door mats; pipes; ga- 
loshes, not lined; and all other 
articles made exclusively of india- 
rubber or gutta-percha, not com- 
bined with other materials. 


100 kilos. 50°00 | 100kilos. 25°00 


60°00 ” 40°CO 


70°00 40:00 
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Rates now 
Rates recently | jeviable under | 


levied under 
| General Tariff. Treaty. | 
| 


‘Manufactures or india-rubber or gutta- 
percha combined with other materials | 100 kilos. 100°00 | 100 kilos. 80°00 
[Including india-rubber threads covered 

with other materials ; tissues made of 

such threads, uch as stuffs, braces, 
garters, belts, bandages, and other 
similar articles; wearing apparel, 

such as ulsters, caps, galoshes, boots, 

and all other articles of india-rubber | 

or gutta-percha combined with oth+r 
materials (excepting such ae are 
classed as “ Small Wares ”’).} | 
Woollen tissues and knitted stuffs, weighing | 


| 
| 


500 grammes or less per square metre 
( Ib. or less per square yard) - - » 150°00 »  135°00 


Trimmings and ribbons of wool, white or 
coloured - » 200-00 160°00 
{Including fringes, braids, edgings, 
cords, laces, buttons, and all no 
similar articles.] 
Belting, flat or round, for machinery ; hose 
; firemen’s buckets: all these made 
of either hemp, linen, or cotton - - 70°00 - 35°00 
Hosiery and knitted wares of cotton mixed _ 
with other textile materials with the i 
exception of silk, threads of gold or | 
silver, or threads of common metal 
gilt or silvered, the materials with which 
the cotton is combined not exceeding ! 
20 per cent. of the weight, put i 
but not sewn és 160°00 140.00 j 
‘Trimmings of cotton mixed with other textile | 
materials with the exception of silk, : 
threads of gold or silver, or threads of i 
common metal gilt or silyered, the materials j 
with which the cotton is combined not 
exceeding 20 per cent. of the weight - et 200°00 - 150°00 


Paper wares, viz. 
mp shatles ; fant (even if mounted on 
common wood simply varnished or 
lacquered); bouquet holders; sweet- 
be meat bags; paper collars, cuffs, and 
shirt-fronts, lined or covered with 
cotton or linen tissue ; cigarette holders ; 
leaves and flowers: all these articles 
coloured or not 250°00 100 *00 
Lithographs, chromo-lithographs, and oleo- 
graphs, other than those representing 
religious subjects or scenes from foreign 
history, printed on or on 
any kind - 200°00 60°00 
Wooden tools, implements, apparatee, or 
machines, whether stained, painted, 
varnished, lacquered, or not, and combined 
or not with common metal or other 


common material - - 60°00 30°00 


| 
| 

} Lei. b. Lei. b. 
| 
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Rates now 
Rates recently | under 
German- 
Roumanian 
General Tariff. Treaty 
Lei. b. Lei. b. 


Turners’ and basket-makers’ wares, superior ; 
veneer in sheets; furniture and other 
wooden wares, inlaid, carved, gilt, silvered, 
or with incrustations, whether upholstered 
or covered, or not; and generally all 
articles of wood not specially mentioned 
in the Roumanian tariff, combined or not 
with other materials except ivory, tortoise- 
shell, mother of pearl, precious metal, or 
fine or semi-fine stones - - 

Glass mirrors, not exceeding 30 centimetres 
a7 inches) in either length or breadth - 

Ditto, of which either length or breadth, 
or both of them, exceed 30 centimetres - 
 [Note.—Mirrors framed in wood of any 

kind, common metal, cardboard, or 
any other common material pay the 
rates of duty specified above accord- 
ing to dimensions. Mirrors which 
simply form accessories of other 
articles pay the duty on the article 
of which they form ; 

So-called “ Black Forest” and “ American 
system ” clocks in cases of wood, whether 
painted, stained, or carved, or not; also 
similar clocks in cases of tin-plate, brass, 
or other common metal, whether painted, 
polished, or nickeled, or not —all these not 
in combination with ivory, tortoise-shell, 
mother-of-pearl, precious metal, or fine or 
semi-fine stones 

Coarse iron castings, whether filed o or tarred 
or not, or with paint priming or not: 

Cast-iron plates ; iron castings for use 
in the construction of buildings and 
bridges ; columns and tubes; wheels 
and axles for waggons ; beams for 
machinery 

Manufactures of iron or steel, polished, 
lacquered, nickeled, bronzed, or combined 
or not with other common materials; 
metallic pens, except those of gold, sta 
or platinum ; steel jewellery - 

[Including sewing needles of all sizes, 
and needles for sewing machines ; 
steel buttons ; watch keys and watch 
chains ; seals ; fittings for spectacles, 
&e. ; busks for corsets ; 3 fittings for 
purses and hand-bags ; bits ; stirrups ; 
spurs; buckles ; hooks ; steel nails ; ; 
skates ; and all other ‘articles of a 
similar character of iron or steel. ] 

Cutlery : 

Steel cutlery, polished = - 

Cutlery of iron or steel mounted on other 
materials than wood (plain or covered 
with leather), iron, copper, 
silver, or gold - - 

Scissors of all kinds, except gardeners’, f 
tinplate workers’, and sheep shears - 


100 kilos. 60-00 


» 48.00 
” 64-00 
Kilog. 1°50 
100 kilos. 5°00 


»  160°00 | 
200-00 
» 200°00 
200°00 


100 kilos. 50°00 


» 40.00 
50°00 
Kilog. 0°75 
100 kilos. 3°00 
60°00 

»  100°00 

» 150 00 

” 60°00 


Feb. 1894.] ALTERATIONS IN ROUMANIAN IMPORT DUTIES, 167 


Rates recently | under 
levied under - 
Roumanian Roumanian 
General Tariff. ‘Treaty 
Lei. b. Lei. b. 


Toys of wood, paper, cardboard, leather, 
india-rubber, glass, earthenware, porcelain, 
or common metal, and all other similar 
toys (including mechanical! toys), with the 
exception of those combined with ivory, 
tortoise shell, mother-of-pearl, precious 
metal, meerschaum, real jet, or amber - | 100 kilos, 55°00 | 100 kilos. 40°00 


Articles of wood, rush, straw, cane, paper, 
cardboard, papier-maché, carton pierre, 
bronze, steel, glass, porcelain, or earthen- 
ware, ornamented or otherwise combined 
with amber, tortoise-shell, mother-of-pearl, 
ivory, real jet, meerschaum, fine leather, 
or with silk stuffs, velvets, precious metals, 
or fine or semi-fine stones; Chinese 
lacquered articles - - - 700°00 350°00 

[Including small articles of furniture ; 

racks; flower stands; boxes; games ; 

rosaries ; brushes ; handles for brushes, 
sun-shades, umbrellas, or whips ; 

kuife-handles ; blotting cases ; canes ; 

small ornaments ; small plaited wares 

of vegetable substances, such as cigar 

cases, cigarette cases, baskets, and 

other similar articles. ] 


Accordions, harmonicas, and “aristons” - | Each. 40°00 | Each. 1°00 


In addition to the tariff modifications resulting from the 
commercial treaty with Germany, the Roumanian Legislature 
has also sanctioned some further alterations in Customs duties, 
These are specified in the following list. So far as the Board of 
Trade are at present aware, the foregoing statement and the list 
below embrace all the changes which have been introduced into 
the Roumanian Customs tariff since the publication of the return 
relating to “Foreign Import Duties,” Parliamentary Paper, 
No. 401 of session 1893. 


Rates of Duty New Rates of 
recently leviable. Duty. 


Import Doties. Lei. b. Lei. b. 


Duties reduced : 

Tissues of cotton mixed with other textile 
materials with the exception of silk, 
threads of gold or silver, or of common 
metal gilt or silvered, the materials 
with which the cotton is combined not 
exceeding 20 per cent. of the weight - | 100 kilos. 120°00 | 100 kilos. 70°00 


| 
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Rates of Duty New Rates of 
recently levialle. Duty. 
Duties reduced—cont. Lei. b. Lei. b. 


Trimmings of linea or hemp mixed with 
other textile materials with the ex- 
ception of silk, threads of gold or silver, 
or of common metal gilt or silvered, 
the materials with which the linen or 
hemp is combined not 20 
cett. of the weight 

Common imitation jewellery - - 

Common paint brushes - 


Duties increased : 

Smoked fish - 

Methylic and other alcohols, not beverages 

Trimmings of textile materials other than 
silk, mixed with gold or silver thread - 

Coarse hosiery of flax or hemp mixed 
with other materials - 

Cement of all kinds - + 


Other alterations : 

Silver coins not current in Roumania = - 
Copper or bronze ovine not current in 
Roumania - 

Jute tissues, sacks, or piece 
Containing up to 18 threads leateoden 
in the square centimetre. [This is 
an extension of the maximum number 
of threads from 16 to 18.] 


Export Dvtres. 


Trunks of walnut trees - 
Articles of wa!nut wood ‘cat, but 
not polished 


100 kilos. 200°00 
10°00 
400°00 


” 


» 


Free. 


Alteration in 
classification 
only. 


Not 
previously 
subject 
to duty. 


100 kilos. 160°00 
5°00 
350°00 


” 
10°00 
120°00 
800°00 
380-00 
1°50 
Prohibited. 
Prohibited. 


100 kilos. 5-00 


2°00 


3°00 


| 
| 
5°00 
| » 106700 
| 
| » 
0°75 
| Free. 
| 
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XILL—NEW CUSTOMS LAW OF THE ARGENTINE 
REPUBLIC. 


A despatch, dated the 4th January, has heen received at the 
Foreign Office from the Hon. F. Pakenham, Her Majesty s 
Minister at Buenos Ayres, transmitting a copy of the Argentine 
Customs Law for 1894, as approved by Congress. The following 
is a statement of the rates of duty leviable under the new law :— 

All goods imported from abroad for consumption in the 
Argentine Republic will pay a duty of 25 per cent. with the 
exception of the following, which pay as follows :— 

60 per cent.—Made-up articles of wool, silk, cotton, and linen, 
or any mixture of the same, either cut out or completely 
finished ; match boxes; hats not elsewhere specified; funeral 
wreaths, harness, and metal articles for the same; furniture 
finished, or not, art and fancy articles ; perfun.ery ; ready-made 
clothing, boots ; carriages, finished or not. 

50 per cent—Arms and articles pertaining to the same; 
unloaded cartridges; rockets, equibs, shot gunpowder ; mosaics ; 
raisins. 

40 per cent.—Socks and stockings of all kinds ; tanned leather ; 
laces, lace and lace work ; bronzed wire; mica ; dryjgelatine plates 
of bromide of silver ; tissues of silk and silk mixed with other 
articles, the silk predominating; ladies’ and children’s under- 
clothing. 

5 per cent.—Jewellery ; pine and spruce unworked ; fire bricks ; 
ploughs ; soda ash specially intended for use in the industries of 
the country ; raw cotton; iron or steel wire from 1 to No. 13; 
machinery in general, raw materials intended exclusively for 
industrial purposes and not adapted for other uses, motores, nitrate 
of soda, pieces for repairing machinery ; precious stones unset ; 
printing and lithographic presses ; saffron ; silk for embroidering ; 
sulphur, unpurified ; sulphate of lime; briar and chestnut wood. 

The following will pay specific duties:— — 


Articles. Rates of Duty. 

Dollars. 

Steel ingots - - - - - | Kilo. 0°023 
Galvanised iron wire, Nos. 1-13 - - - - | 10 kilos. 0°05 
Vegetable oils = - - - - - - | Kilo. 0°12 

Sugar, unrefined - - - 0°07 
Do. refined - - - - - 0:09 
Alcohol in casks (not exceeding 79°) - - ~ - | Litre 0°15 
Do. in bottles ( do. ) - - - | Bottle 0°30 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Cigarettes - - - - - 


Articles. Rate of Duty. 
Dollars. 
Absinth, anise, cognac, gin, kirsch, and other ianeep of the 
same kind not (in - - | Litre 0°25 
Do., in bottle - - - - | Bottle 0°30 
Beer or cider in casks = - - - - - | Litre 0°10 
Do. in bottle - 2 0°15 
Liqueurs, sweet or bitter, not exceeding 68° in casks or demi- 
in bottle - » 0°30 
Wine, common, in not exceeding 68° - 0°08 
Do., superior, in casks - - - - ” 0°25 
Do., in bottle - . » 0°25 
Note. — Wines, spirits, and liqueurs enumerated above exceed- 
ing the alcoholic graduation respectively assigned to them 
as a maximum will pay a surtax of half a centavo for 
each degree or wenn ofa aogennd in excess. 
Wine essences - - | Litre 1:00 
Matches, wax - - - - - | Kilo. 0:80 
Do., wooden - - - - 0°40 
Butter - - - - - » 0°30 
Candles, stearine or paratin - 0°15 
Biscuits, dry - - - - » 0°15 
Coffee - - - - - - » 0°08 
Cards, playing = - - -| Gross 30°00 
Chocolate - - - - | Kilo. 0°60 
Hats, silk, for men : - - - - | Each 2°50 
Do., wool - - - - - - » 0°50 
Food, preserved - - - - - | Kilo 0°30 
Copper ingots - - = - » 0-20 
Do., sheets - - - - 0°10 
Adhesive cloth for hats - - - - | The Piece 0°40 
Felt cloth - - 0°80 
Drugs used for curing sheep scab, including a_ special 
tobacco, rendered useless for “smoking penpeeee by means 
an admixture of oil Kilo. 0°01} 
Tin - - - ” 0°02 
Iron or steel ont galvanised, in sheets or ingots - - | 10 kilos. 0-02 
Do., galvanised in sheets - | Kilog. 0°02 
Tin plate in sheets and zinc not worked or rhe for making into 
Glycerine, less than 30°, intended exclusively for use in n industrial 
purposes - . - ” 0°02 
- - - 0°18 
Vegetables preserved in vinegar - 0°15 
Maqui (colouring matter for wines) - 0°50 
Paper for writing or printing - - - eA 0°03 
Do. of straw, for packing, paper, - - 0°15 
Glasspaper - - - 0:09 
Petroleum - - - - - - | Litre 0-02 
Wire tacks - - - - - - | Kilog. 0°03 
Salt, common . - - - - | Hectolitre 0°20 
Do.,fine - - | 100 kilos. 2°00 
Stearine - - - - - | Kilog. 0°14 
Tobacco, manufactured : 
Cicars, Havana - - - 4°00 
Do., other - - - 2°00 
” 2°00 


q 
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Articles. Rates of Duty. 
Dollars. 
Tobacco, unmanufactured : 
Havana - - - - | Kilog. 2°00 
Other - - - - - 1:00 
y - - 0°50 
Sn - - - 2°00 
Tea of all kinds - 0°25 
Tissues of pita bleached - - - - pe 0:03 
Packing cloth and unbleached pita cloth - - - i 0-01 
Iron pipes not galvanised, more than 75 millimetres in diameter > 0° 
Yerba Mate of Paraguay, in boxes - - 0:06 
Do., do., in bags - % 0°05 
Do., Brazil - - - - - 0°05 
Do., in bundles or cancheda - - 0°02 
Zine, in ingots or bars - . - - - - | 10 kilos. 0°03 


The following articles will be free of duty :— 


Animals for breeding purposes, with the 
exception of race horses. 

Silver in bars or in ore. 

Wheat. ; 

Fire-wood of all kinds. 

Sugar cane. 

Coal 


Staves for casks. 

Casks of wood or iron. 

Fresh fruit, except grapes. 

Wheat or maize flour. 

Pasteur filters. 

School furniture. 

Fulminate for dynamite. 

Fuses for mines. 

Hops. 

Wool, cotton, jute, aloes and linen, 
specially spun for weaving and cotton 
wicks for matches. 

Locomotives. 

Cork unworked. 

Books printed, including copy books. 

Machinery apparatus, and tools intended 
for use in the mining industries of the 
Republic. 

Machinery, agricultural, not including 
harrows, hand rakes, presses, and 
other articles used in agriculture, not 
requiring steam hydraulic or other 
motive power. 


Machinery with motors for ships. 

Maize in the ear or in the grain. 

Materials of iron or steel for railways 
and tramways. 

Do., for the telegraphs. 

Do., do. construction of the Entrer- 
riano Railway. 

Do., for the service of the railways in the 
Province of Santa Fé. 

Furniture and tools belonging to immi- 
grants, and forming part of their 
baggage. 

Mercury. 

Specie. 

Naphtha, petroleum, impure. 

Vessels put together or not. 

Kernels or Carozo of Guayaquil for the 
manufacture of buttons. 

Articles used in public worship. 

Gold. 

Pulp for paper making. 

Plants conformably with the law of 1888, 

Rabbit skins. 

Fresh fish. 

Gunpowder for mines. 

Receptacles and materials for receptacles 
intended for the preserved meat trade. 

Fontainebleau sand. 

Seeds. 


Art, 4.—The Executive authorities cannot grant other exemp- 
tions except those established by the present law or by special 
laws. 

Art. 5.—Import duties shall be liquidated according toa 
valuation tariff based on the value of the goods in deposit, and 
export duties according to a similar table, tased on the value of 
goods on board. Duties on articles not included in the tables 
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shall be liquidated according to declared value, justified by the 
invoice. 

Art. 6—The Custom-houses may retain for account of the 
public treasury all goods whose declared value may be considered 
too low, by paying immediately to the interested parties the declared 
value, plus 10 per cent., in bills at 90 days, without interest. 
The exemption accorded by Art. 309 of the Ordenanza for 
parcels valued under 16 dols. is suppressed. 

Art. 7.—The Executive shall fix in gold the valuation of goods 
and products. In the’case of goods not included in the tariff, it 
is understood that the declared value will be in gold. 

Art. 8—The valuation tariff will be drawn up in a form 
determined by the Executive. 

Art. 9.—A reduction of 5 per cent. is granted on wines, oil, 
liqueurs, beer, and alcohol from the ports on the other side of the 
Equator, and of 2 per cent. on similar articles from the Argentine 
“side of the Equator. An allowance of 2 per cent. shall be made 

for breakage on bottled liquids. 

Art. 10..—Heavy articles, with two or more coverings, will pay 
specific duties, the inner covering only being taken into account, 
except in respect to tea and articles coming in wooden cases, 
which pay on the net weight. 

Art. 11.—Duties on imports must be paid before the goods 
can be delivered and on exports before same can be shipped. 

Art. 12,—Al]l duties may be paid in the paper-equivalent 
according to the rate fixed by the Finance Office. 
~ Art. 18.—Perzons with no fixed place of business must provide 
security to the Customs. 

Art. 14.—The duties fixed on imports by the present law are 
considered as corresponding to the minimum tariff and will be 
applied to the geods and products of any country showing like 
reciprocity. 

In the event of any nation applying to the exports of the 
Argentine Republic a higher tariff than that applied to similar 

_articles of any other country, the Executive is authorised to apply 
to the goods and produce coming from that country a maximum 
tariff which will be equal to a surtax of 50 per cent. on the 
minimum tariff, as regards articles subject to duty and an ad 
valorem duty of 15 per cent. on articles declared exempt by the 
present law. 

Comparing the duties with those levied under the 1893 tariff 
Mr. Pakenham states :— 

The import duties have been raised on the following articles, 
viz. : on match boxes and funeral wreaths, from 25 to 60 per cent. ; 
on dried raisins, from 25 to 50 per cent.; on mica and dry 
gelatine plates of bromide of silver, a duty of 40 per cent. ; on 
rice from 14 to 2 centavos per kilo.; while on the other hand the 
import duties have been lowered trom 25 to 5 per cent. on saffron ; 
on playing cards from 60 dols. to 40 dols. per gross, and on 
petroleum from 8 to 2 centavos the litre ; specific duties have also 
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been imposed on the following articles, viz., copper in bars, 
pickles, maqui, common and fine salt. 

One of the principal points of debate in congress was the rate 
vf duty to be levied on the importation of common wine in cask. 
The senate were anxious that common wine should be admitted 
up to 18° at the rate of 8 centavos per litre, but this proposal 
was thrown out in the Chamber of Deputies and the duty of 
8 centavos per litre is only now to be allowed on wines of not 
more than 14° in strength, which will prove very disadvantageous 
to the importation of Spanish and Italian wines, as scarcely any 
under 16° in strength. 

The “Tarifa de Avaluos for 1894,” viz., the Custom-house 
valuations on which the rate of duties is fixed has not yet been 
published, and probably will not be completed before the end of the 
present month (January); a presidential decree has consequently 
been issued declaring that the duties will continue to be levied 
during the present month in accordance with the Customs 
valuation in force last year. 
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XIV.—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 


SWEDEN. 
Imports of Cattle. 


Sir S. St. John, Her Majesty’s Minister at Stockholm, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 12th January, states 
that by a proclamation dated the 2nd January, the Swedish Board 
of Trade has notified that the import by sea of neat cattle, sheep, 
goats, and other ruminants, as well as of horses, may take place 
at the following ports, viz. :—Helsingborg, Hernésand, Kougelf, 
Landskrona, Lulea, Malmé, Stockholm, Sundsvall, and Umea. 


SWITZERLAND. 
Customs Decisions. 
Note.— Quintal = 220°4 Ibs. avoirdupois. Frane=9,5,d. 


The following decisions affecting the classification of articles 
in the Swiss Customs tariff were given by the Swiss Customs 
authorities in the months of October, November, and December 
last :-— 

Anhydrous ammoniac, chlorine, oxygen, sulphurous acid, com- 
pressed, liquid, in receptacles of wrought iron.—Category 74. 
Duty, 2 francs per quintal. 

In categories 479 to 481 and 484 the weight- of 180 grammes 
per square metre is considered as the limit between paper of two 
or more jayers and cardboard paper, in the sense that the products 
weighing up to 180 grammes are still classified as paper, while 
those exceeding a weight of 180 grammes pay duty as cardboard- 

r. 
Ee 481. Duty, 20 francs per quintal. 

Hats of every kind, having received their final shape, trimmed 
completely or only partially.—Categories 640 and 641. Duties, 
120 francs and 200 franes per quintal. 

Frames for pictures, made wholly or partially of brass plate, 
stamped, covered or not with varnish or lac (imitating gold).— 
Category 713. Duty, 50 francs per quintal. 

Frames for photographs of every kind, except those made of 
precious metals or combined with precious metals.—Category 714. 
Duty, 30 franes per quintal. 


Tariff Treatment of Cotton Goods, 


Mr. F. R. St. John, Her Majesty’s Minister at Berne, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 24th January, forwards 


Feb. 1894.] TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 175; 


copy of a note from the Swiss Government, confirming the state- 
meot that the question of the duty, if any, to be charged on 
British grey-cotton goods entering Switzerland for finishing 
purposes solely, as well as certain recommendations of the Man- 
chester Chamber of Commerce, have been referred to the com- 
mittee of the Commercial and Industrial Union of Switzerland— 
which now announces that it is about te report upon the matter. 


FRANCE. 
Customs Decisions. 


Note.—Kilog = lbs. avoirdupois. Frane = 


The following decisions affecting the classification of articles in 
the French Customs tariff have recently been given by the French - 
Customs authorities :— 

An alloy of copper, zinc, and a small proportion of manganese 
and of iron, known under the name of “ Delta metal” pays duty 
as copper alloyed with zinc, raw or manufactured, as the case 
may be. 

Nitro-naphthalene.—Category 280, 2nd paragraph. Duty, 
15 francs per 100 kilos. 

Artificial essences of rum, cognac, &c., or of fruits consisting of 
alcoholic solutions of ether still containing alcohol, are classified 
as chemical products not distinguished with an alcoholic base. 
(Category 282, 1st paragraph.) Under this category they pay the 
Customs duty of 80 frs. and the interior consumption tax 
(156°25 frs.) on the proportion of alcohol which they contain. 

Carbolic soap is dutiable at 80 centimes or 60 centines per 
kilogramme net. 

Soaps and other products with a basis of pine extract are 
prohibited from being imported. (Category 316, 2nd paragraph.) 

Lamp glasses and chimneys, engraved.—Category 350, 4th para- 
—Z Duty, 15 fre. per 100 kilos. 

ials of clocks of glass covered with paper.—Category 362. 
Duty, 30 frs. per 100 kilos. 

Cotton yarn, single or twisted, in two or three ends in ordinary 
small skeins, unbleached and glazed, pays duty as cotton yarn 
unbleached, single, or twisted, according to kind, increased with 
the surtax for glazing (60 frs. or 45 frs., according to the 
tariff). 

Tissues with warp and woof for clothing, of cotton chenille, 
made with bleached and dyed threads.—Category 409. Duty, 
165 frs. per 100 kilos. Fichus made up of these tissues, without 
other trimming, pay also the surtax for making up provided in 
Category 460. 

Dial-plates for watches and clocks of copper or sheet-iron or 


enamelled steel—Category 509, Duty, 50 fre, per 100 kilos 


Spinning machines known as “Bancs & broches.’—Category 
517 bis. Duty, 9 frs. per 100 kilos. 
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Copper wire covered with caoutchouc or gutta-percha for the 
transmission of electricity Category 620, 8th paragraph. Duty, 
70 fra. per 100 kilos. 

The same covered with cotton thread. Category 620, 8th para- 
graph. Duty as above. 

Electric cables of copper wire covered with caoutchouc or gutta- 
— without lead covering—Category 620; 8th paragraph. 


uty as above. 


Shipbrokerage Rates at Port-la-Nouvelie, 

The French Journal Officiel for the 14th January publishes a 
decree of the President of the French Republic fixing the follow- 
ing as the rates of shipbrokerage to be paid in the port of 
Port-la-Nouvelle for vessels navigating with foreign countrics, the 
French colonies, and the French Oceanic ports :— 


Sailing Vessels—Entering in ballast, 10 centimes per ton 
measurement; clearing in ballast, nil ; entering or clearing with 
full or part cargo, 20 centimes per ton of cargo. 

Steam Vessels——Entering in ballast with passengers, 10 
centimes per ton measurement; entering in ballast without pas- 
sengers, 74 centimes pet ton measurement; clearing in ballast 
without passengers, nz/; clearing in ballast with passengers, 10 
centimes per ton measurement entering or clearing with full or 
part cargo, 20 centimes per ton of cargo. 


English Fish-hooks taken out of Bond for the Newfoundland 
Fisheries. 

Sir J. A. Crowe, Her Majesty’s Commercial Attaché at Paris, 
in a report to the Marquis of Dufferin and Ava, dated the 22nd 
January, states that according to a note which he had received 
from M. Pallain, the French Customs are only prepared to allow 
English fish-hooks to be taken out of bond for the use of ships 
fitted out for the cod fisheries at ports where vessels are despatched 
to Newfoundland. Boulogne is not such a port, but Fécamp, 
Granville, St. Malo, St. Servan, and la Houle, and in a less 
degree Dieppe, St. Valery en Caux, Binic, and Bayonne are. 


FRANCE.—TUNIS. 
Depéts for Coal for Re-exportation. 


Mr. G. B. Machiavelli, Acting British Consul-General at 
Tunis, in a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 30th December, 
transmits copy of a Beylical decree, dated 24th December, pub- 
lished in the Journal Officiel Tunisien, granting permission for 
the establishment of coal depéts on the quays of the Tunisian 

rts for re-importation free of duty. Coal may not remain in 
depét longer than one year. 
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FRANCE.—MAyorre. 
Reduction of Import Duty on Pepper. 

The French Journal Officiel for the 19th January publishes a 
decree of the President of the French Republic fixing the Customs 
duty on pepper imported into Mayotte at half of the duty 
provided in the French Customs tariff. 


FrRANCE.—NEW CALEDONIA. 
Tariff Change. 


The French Journal Officiel for the 19th January publishes a 
decree of the French President by which the duty leviable in 


New Caledonia on tobacco in leaf or in cakes is fixed at 50 
franes per 100 kiloy, 


SPAIN. 


New Custom-house on the Bobadilla and Algeciras Railway. 


Sir H. Drummond Wolff, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at 
Madrid, in a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 4th 
January, encloses copy and précis of a Royal Order published in 
the Gaceta de Madrid of the 4th January directing that, in view 
of the petition of the manager of the Bobadilla and Algeciras 
Railway, soliciting permission for the landing of passengers, 
luggage, and goods fos the steamers of that company on their 
mole in the river “ El Miel” and offering to construct at *their 
own cost a house where the Custom-house officers may fulfil their 
duties, certain officers shall be appointed for the purpose and their 
salaries shall be included in the forthcoming estimates. 


Regulations affecting Certificates of Origin. 


Sir H. Drummond Wolff, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at 
Madrid, in a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 14th 
December, encloses the following translation of a Royal Order, 
made on the 18th October, on the subject of certificates of origin 
in Spain. 

In view of the representations made to this ministry by the 
Spanish Chamber of Commerce in London, requesting that— 

1. The said Corporation alone, or their representatives in 
British ports shall alone be authorised to legalise certificates of 
origin on British goods intended to be conveyed to the Peninsula. 

2. That they be authorised to charge a duty of 1 peseta 20 
centimes for each certificate of origin which they issue. 


80181. D 
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And considering that by Article A, Section 5, Rule 12 of the 
Tariff, the Chambers of Commerce and Navigation are able to 
legalise certificates of origin. 

The Queen Regent, in the King’s name, &c., has been pleased 
to order as follows :— 

1. That the Spanish Chamber of Commerce in London, as 
well as such others as have been established by the Government, 
may, if they think it expedient, allow certificates of origin to be 
drawn up in the same form as are used by foreign Chambers of 
Commerce, in conformity with the Regulations A, Section 5, of 
Rule 12 of the Tariff, provided that it be stated thereon that the 
perzon who signs the certificate is the producer or manufacturer 
of the articles mentioned in the document, or that he is a person 
authorised by the same to do so. 

z. That this authorjty which was asked for by the Chamber of 
Commerce, is not granted for the purpose of enabling them to 
impose a charge for legalising the certificates of origin, as the 
existing law does not sanction such an impost. 

In a subsequent despatch, dated the 15th January, Sir 
Drummond Wolff encloses translation of a note from Sefior 
Moret, giving the following as the meaning of the Royal Order 
given above :— 

The sense or interpretation of the Royal Order promulgated on 
the 18th October 1892, by the Ministry of Finance, is tnat of 
authorising the Spanish Chambers of Commerce established abread, 
aud therefore those established in England, to authorise in their 
turn the certificates of origin of merchandise destined for Spain 
which the Custom-houses will accept in the same form as those 
visé by the authorities or Chambers of Commerce of the country of 
origin. 


PORTUGAL. 
Modification in Duty.on Wood for Parquets. 


Sir H. G. Macdonell, Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 30th December, encloses 
copies and a-translation of a royal decree of the 21st December, 
in virtue of which ‘ Parquetting of wood—any kind—is to 
pay the duty of 200 reis per kilogramme when imported for 
consumption.” 


The Payment of Customs Fines. 


With reference to the payment of Italian Customs dues, a 
statement appeared on p. 522 of the Board of Trade Journal for 
November, from which it might be inferred that fines are levied 
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only when inferior weights ar: declared. In a report to the 
Foreign Office, dated the 20th January, Sir D. KE. Colnaghi, 
Her Majesty's Consul-General at Florence, encloses copy of a 
communication from the British Vice-Consul at Milan, in which 
it is stated that fines are also levied when weights are declared in 
excess of the actual ones. 


Iraty AND SPAIN. 


Prolongation of Commercial Treaty. 
Mr. H. G. Edwardes, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at 
Rome, in a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 1st January, 
states that a decree dated December 28th, 1893, has been 
published in the Italian Official Gazette, prolonging till the 30th 
June next, the commercial arrangements in force between Spain 
and Italy. 


UnitTeD STATES. 


Customs Decisions. 


The following decisions respecting*the construction to be given 
to Acts of Congress relating to the classification of articles in the 
Customs tariff, and the application of the Customs laws of the | 
United States, have recently been given by the Custom authorities 
in that country. 

White fusible enamel, to be used in the manufacture of watches, 
is dutiable as fusible enamel at 45 per cent. ad val. under 
paragraph 122. 

White enamel, cylindrical in fort, one-eighth of an inch in 
diameter, fusible, and commonly used by jewellers in the manu- 
facture of sleeve buttons, watch dials, clock faces, and for other 
purposes, is dutiable at 45 per cent. ad val, under the provision 
in paragraph 122 for fusible enamel. 

Certain “ marine oil,” a combination of rape seed oil, cotton 
seed oil, low-grade olive oil, and possibly some other expressed 
oils, prepared after a secret formula and imported for use in the 
manufacture of marine lubricating oil by blending it with a certain 
domestic mineral oil, the name of which is not divulged, is dutiable 
as rape seed oil at 10 cents per gallon. 

Advertising table mirrors, oval in form, 5 by 33 ins. in 
dimensions, set in easel frames 7 by 9 ins. square, made of surface 
coated paper, on the exposed surface of these frames, printed in 
colours by lithographic process, being fancy sketches and adver- 
tisements, are dutiable at 45 per cent. ad val. under paragraph 
122 N.T. 

Merchandise known as “checked sheeting,” sometimes as 
“ Russia sheeting,” being a woven fabric made of jute and flax, 


D2 
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344 ins. wide, and checked with red and yelluw stripes, the 
percentage in value of the component materials of the fabric being 
about as follows :—Jute, 66 per cent., and flax, 34 per cent., are 
dutiable at 40 per cent. ad val. under paragraph 374 new tariff, 
n> manufacture in which jute is the component material of chief 
value. 

Crude eosine, one of the so-called resorcinal colours and a coal- 
tar preparation, chemical compound, and a coal-tar colour or dye, 
is dutiable at 35 per cent. ad val. under the provisions of 
paragraph 18 N.T. 

Sodium salicylate powder, a medicinal preparation not contain- 
ing alcohol, and in the preparation of which alcohol is not used, is 
dutiable at 25 per cent. under paragraph 75. 

Ether butyric is dutiable at 2°50 dollars per pound, as a fruit 
ether or essence under paragraph 25 N.T7\. 

Slabs of veined marble which have been sawn, dressed, and 
polished, and are used for sidewalks, corridors, and other like 
purposes, and mouldings and scrolls of veined marble, known as 
“veined marble mouldings,” which have been sawn, dressed, 
polished, and shaped, so as to be suitable for use as interior 
decorations of rooms, as cornices and surbase mouldings, the 
articles being about 4 ft. long, 2 ins. wide, and 1} ins. thick, and 
the labour put on the raw material constituting about 25 per cent. 
of the total value of the article, are dutiable under paragraph 124, 
new tariff Act, at 1°10 dols.“per cubic foot. ‘ 

Cartridge shells between 2 and 3 ins. in length and abou 
4 in. in diameter, the sliell being a paper cylinder with a metal 
base and cap ere dutiable at 45 per cent. under paragraph 
215 N.T. 

Jute scrims, a textile fabric made of jute, plain woven in a single 
weft and single warp, weighing about 3} to 4 ozs. per yard and 
containirg 10 threads to the square inch counting warp and weft, 
used chiefly for upho!stering carriages woven with open texture 
and with threads that are comparatively coarse, is dutiable under 
paragraph 364 N.T. 

Unsized printing paper, suitable for books, is dutiable as 
“unsized”” ut 15 per cent. under paragraph 417. 

Hair crimpers, composed of cotton and metal, cotton being the 
component material of chief value, are dutiable at 40 per cent. 
under paragraph 355 N.T. 

* Crushed stone,” in small pieces of irregular shapes, varying 
in size from one-half or three-fourths of an inch to 3 ins. in 
dimensions, crushed or broken by being passed through an iron 
mill or machine known as a “rock and ore breaker,” operated by 
steam power, the stone in its crushed condition being used for 
making macadamized roads, concrete foundations, pavements, and 
for other like purposes, is free of duty under paragraph 651. 

Charcoal bar iron over seven-sixteenths of an inch in diameter, 
costing about 36 dols. a ton, is dutiable at 1:1 cents a pound under 
paragraph 136 N.T. 
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Sodium benzoate, a medicinal preparation not containing 
alcohol, and in the preparation of which alcohol is not used, is 
dutiable at 25 per cent. under paragraph 75 N.T. 

Dressed blocks of lava fashioned to be fitted together as a 
lining for a furnace, retort, or for some chemical apparatus, are 
_ dutiable at 40 per cent. ad val. as dressed building stone under 

paragraph 128 N.T. 

Mats composed of cotton, jute, and wool, wool chief value, 3 by 
19 ft. and 3 by 2 ft., the face having a high pile in imitation of 
a fleece, are dutiable at 50 per cent. under paragraph 407 and 
408. 


Asphalt epuré is dutiable at 20 per cent ad val. under 
section 4 N.T. 


BRAZIL. 
Tariff Changes, 


The following statement of changes in the Oustoms tariff in 
force in Brazil is extracted from reports drawn up by Mr. 
Frederic Harford, Second Secretary in Her Majesty’s Legation 
at Rio de Janeiro, and enclosed in a despatch to the Foreign 
Office by Mr. Hugh Wyndham, Her Majesty’s Minister at’ that 
capital :— 

Import Duties. — The Budget Law for 1892, passed on 
December 30, 1891, abolished the paymeut of. import duties in 
gold. The same law modified the duties as follows:—10 per 
cent. additional on the fees for clearing duty-free goods levied on 
porterage, warehousing, light and dock dues; 50 per cent. 
additional on import duties on articles of consumption, excepting 
dried cod and other dried fish, dried meat, beans, maize, rice, and 
common or cooking vinegar; 60 per cent. additional on wines, 
beer, alcoholic beverages, liqueurs; cotton, and manufactures of 
wool ; flax, silk, and manufactures of these materials. 


The Budget Law for 1893 made the following further modi- 
fications :— 


Importation.—The duty on matches has been trebled. 

The following goods shall jay a surtax of 30 per cent. :-— 

The silk tissues enumerated in Nos. 602 to 625, on com- 
pliance with the prescriptiois of Art. 12 of the preliminary 
dispositions; the tissues of pure linen mentioned in Nos. 562 to 
598, excepting the yarns mentioned in Nos, 558 to 561; articles 
of fashion, such as lace, fringes, feathers, artificial flowers, 
embroidery, nets, belts, ribbons, “ grecques,” galloons, bows, 
embroidered bands, and, in general, all articles recently introduced 
into commerce, much sought after, and having their value 
especially owing to their novelty; fancy clothing, fancy boots 
and shoes, ze, combined with fine ornaments which can be 
detached without effecting their utility or use, including special 
beots and shoes for pedestrian tours, picnics, &c, even when they 
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are of leather; the articles of glass enumerated in No. 2 of 
Note 74 to No. 695; the fine porcelain mentioned in No. 6 cf 
Note 74 to ‘No. 695; the eparkling wines mentioned in the first 
sub-division of No. 132; costly furniture, gilt lacquered, with 
important artistic ornaments, with incrustation3 of ivory, mother- 
of-pearl, &c.; furniture covered with tissues of silk, velvets or 
other costly stuffs; furniture of fine woods, such as oak, maple, 
walnut, satin, rose, thuja, and other similar fine woods; the 
manufactures of marble and other stones enumerated in Nos. 653 
and 670; the manufactures of metal, silvered or gilt, comprised 
in Classes XXIII., XXIV., and X XV. of the tariff; the painted 
paper or wall-paper mentioned in No. 649. 

The surtax on daggers and sword-sticks is superfluous, as the 
importation of these articles is prohibited; this is also the case 
for the surtax applicable to healing substances (“panaceas ”) 
which products are not specially mentioned in the tariff. 

The following articles shall enjoy a rebate of 30 per cent. : 
Machines, agricultural instruments; tools for artisans; raw 
materials, dye-stuffs, and chemical products employed in industry, 
as well as all other necessary articles for manufactories. 

The duty on cattle has been abolished. 

The clearance dues on duty-free articles has been raised to 
10 per cent. 

The porterage dues have been raised to 50 reis and to 100 reis. 

The warehouse dues have been respectively raised to 1, 2, and 
3 per cent. 


II. Surtazes.—The surtaxes on the import duties on articles 
of consumption, established by the Jaw of December 30th, 1891, 
are maintained. 

A surtax of 10 per cent. shall be Jevied on the fees for clearing 
goods admitted free of consumption duties and likewise on 
porterage, warehousing, light and deck dues respectively. 


III. Exportation.—-Gunpowder manufactured for the Govern- 
ment, and precious metals in dust, ingots, bars, or in manufactured 
articies, shall be subject, when exported, to a duty of 24 per cent. ; 
gold in bars, cast at the Mint, shall pay a duty of 14 per cent. - 

The Budget Law for 1894 does not materially alter the 
Customs tariff. The duty on matches is trebled, that on coarse 
salt and tobacco is doubled; while machinery used in sugar 
manufacture is exempted from duty. The existing surtaxes are 
maintained. It was at one time feared the Government would 
decree the payment of Customs duties in gold, and petitions were 
presented to Congress against this project, which has not been 
adopted, and duties are still payable in paper money. 

As regards the above reductions of 30 per cent. on agri- 
cultural and mining implements and machinery, a circular of the 
Ministry of Finance in January last explained that this was an 
oversight, as they were already exempt from duty under articles 
1,009 and 1,024 of the tariff, and that, as regards the other 
reductions, an explanation of the Legislature was necessary. 
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With regard to these increased duties in 1892 and 1893, it is 
necessary to bear in mind that previous to the former year the 
import duties were levied in gold, a system which was found both 
unpopular and inconvenient in practice ; henc2 from the deprecia- 
tion of the currency the duties are if anything lower than they 
were when the tariff was framed on October 11, 1890. The 
report states that, as the Budget Law for 1893 foreshadowed the 
adoption of maximum and minimum tariffs as in force in France, 
a delegate had been sent to Europe to study the question and 
report as to the advantages and disadvantages of the system. A 
Commission of three experts is at present engaged in studying 
the question of the revision of the Customs tariff, and the various 
Custom-houses of the Union have been instructed to furnish them 
with all the information they may require, and at the same time. 
. Imanufacturers have been applied to with the same object, specify- 
ing the points on which information is desired by the Commission, 
who are eventually to present their report to Congress. Until 
this has been done it is probable that no important changes will 
be made in the tariff, and no progress made in contracting 
commercial treaties with foreign Powers. The Convention 
between France and Brazil, signed at Rio on January 31, 
1891, was not ratified by Congress in July 1893, chiefly on the 
ground that France imposes high duties on coffee and other 
Brazilian products, and had no concessions to offer to Brazil in 
return for the Convention. It is expected that the commercial 
treaty negotiated on January 14, 1892, between Portugal and 
Brazil, will meet with the same fate when the question of 
its ratification comes before Congress, The negotiations for 
a treaty of commerce with Uruguay have fallen through 
for reasons stated in the report of the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs for 1893. It is well known that there is an extensive 
smuggling on the frontier with Rio Grande do Sul. There 
was some question last year of a treaty of commerce with 
Chile, who is apparently anxious to find an outlet for her wine, 
but nothing has come of it. It is understood that the proposed 
Consular invoices have been definitely abandoned on account. 
of the great opposition they excited, as the import duties are 
in Brazil levied chiefly by weight and not ad valorem, as in the 
United States; the Brazilian Government have shown a ve 
conciliatory spirit in making this concession.—(No. 1321, Foreign 
Office Annual Series.) 


West Inpia Istanps.—GRrENADINES. 
Harbour Regulations at Hillsborough (Carriacou), 


The following reguiations for the port and harbour of Hills- 
borough (Carriacon) in the Grenadines were approved and passed 
by the Governor-in-Cuuncil of Grenada on the 7th December 1893, 
and laid before the Legislative Council on the 11th December :— 
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1. The hartour of Hillsborough shall comprise within its limits 
all the waters to the east cf a line drawn from “ Yaw’s Point,” 
Craigston to Jack-o’-Dan Island, and from Jack-o’-Dan Island to 
Lauriston Point. 

2. In these regulations, where not repugnant to the context— 

“ Assistant treasurer” meuns the chief revenue officer for the 
time being stationed at the port of Hillsborough. 

“ Port officer” means the revenue officer for the time being 
authorised by the assistant treasurer to act under and carry out 
the provisions of these rules. 

“ Master ” includes any person (except the pilot) for the time 
being in charge of a ship; and 

“ Ship” means apy vessel propelled by steam, sails, or oars. 

3. Ships arriving from any place beyond the Colony on entering 
or leaving the harbour in the daytime, shall show their national 
flag ; and all ships when anchored at night shall exhibit a white 
light at a height not less than 20 feet above water mark, where 
it can best be seen. 

4. Ships having sickness on board, or during the existence of 
quarantine, having had communication with an “ infected place” 
or “ infected vessel,” as defined by the Quarantine Acts, shall on 
arrival be placed in the part of the harbour selected by the 
assistant treasurer, as quarantine ground, under observation until 
the Governor in Council decides as to their admission to pratique. 

5. Masters shall, on demand, produce and show to the port 
officer the ship’s register and papers, and have their stores in 
readiness for inspection, and the hatches of their vessels cleared 
ready to be sealed down. 

6. Ships shall anchor at places assigned to them by the port © 
-officer and shall remove when required from such anchorage to 
such other anchorage as he sha!l appoint. Ships shall not be 
zemoved from an anchorage assigned by the port officer for any 
other anchorage in the harbour without his leave. He may direct 
the removal of any ship or boat if in his opinion such ship or boat 
is interfering with the public convenience. The master of any 
ship or boat shall obey at once the directions of the port officer. 
If any ship is not at once removed when so directed by the port 
officer, he may have such vessel removed at the expense of the 


owner. 

7. Masters shal], if required by the port officer, rig in their jib- 
booms and outer jib-booms and shall conform to such other orders 
as shall from time to time be given by the port officer. 

8. Masters of ships having powder or any other explosive on 
- board shall fly the burgee on entering the harbour, and shall 
immediately report the same to the port officer, 

9. Boats shajl not be permitted to board or leave any ship 
coming into the harbour until the port officer shall have boarded 
such ship and given her pratique. 

10. Masters of ships lying in or obstructing the fair way shall 


immediately on being notified by the port officer take such berths 
as he shall direct. 


| 
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11. All property found in the harbour shall be delivered to the 
port officer by the finder, to be by him returned to the owners on 
payment of salvage (to be fixed by the assistant treasurer) and 
other expenses ; if not claimed within one month to be sold, and 
the proceeds, after the payment of salvage and other expenses, to 
be paid inte the Treasury. 

12. The port officer’s orders shall be obeyed by masters of 
ships, whether given to them verbally or in writing signed by 
him. 

13. On week days every ship arriving at the port from any 
place beyond the Colony between the hours of 6 a.m. and 6 p.m, 
shall immediately be visited by the port officer. 

14. On Sundays the port officer shall visit between 6 and 8 a.m. 
and between 4 and 6 p.m. any vessel that has arrived from any 
place beyond the Colony before those hours. In case of urgency 
he shal) visit forthwith. 

15. If any person shall molest, obstruct, or use insulting or 
threatening language to the assistant treasurer or the port officer, 
he shall be guilty of an offence against these rules. 

16. No prosecution or suit shall be entered upon under the 
regulations without the approval of the treasurer of the Colony. 

17. Masters of ships and other persons concerned may on 
application to the assistant treasurer be supplied with a copy of 
these rules. 


TRINIDAD. 
Increase of Export Duties. 


With the advice and consent of the Legislative Council, an 
ordinance was made by the Governor of Trinidad and Tobago on 
the 18th December providing for the levying of the following 
export duties in Trinidad in 1894 :— 

Sugar, 7s. 6d. per hogshead (formerly 6s.); 5s, per tierce 
(formerly 4s.) ; 10d. per barrel or bag (8d.). 

Molasses, 2s. 6d. per puncheon (formerly 2s.); 1s, 3d. per half- 
puncheon (1s.); 10d. for every package less than a half-punchton 
(8d.). 

Rum, 5s. per puncheon (formerly 4s.). 

Cocoa, 2s. 1d. per bag (formerly 1s. 84d.). 

Coffee, 2s. 1d. per bag or barrel (formerly 1s. &d.). 

Cocoanuts, 1s. 3d. per 1,000 (formerly 1s.). 
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XV.—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR REPORTS. 


CONDITION OF THE Crops IN PoLAND AND WestTERN Russia. 


Mr. H. Grant, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Warsaw, in a 
report to the Foreign Office, dated the 15th January, writing on 
the subject of the condition of the crops in Poland and Western 
Russia, states :— 

The prospects of the winter crops are at present very poor, 
owing to the exceptional weather which has prevailed in the king- 
dom of Poland and some of the western governments of the Empire 
belonging to the district of this Consulate-General. 

The so-called winter crops, which are sown in the autumn, are 
as a rule covered with a thick layer of snow throughout the 
winter, under the protection of which they remain until the 
spring in a temporarily lifeless state, all vegetation being 
suspended. 

This year there has not been up to the present any heavy fall 
of snow, and the little that fell in the months of November and 
December did not lie, owing to the mild weather which prevailed, 
so that the severe frost that set in about three weeks ago, and 
which still continues, found the fields without any snow upon 
them, and the greatest fears are entertained that, deprived of their 
accustomed prctection, the crops will be completely Jost. The 
only thing that could save them, to a certain extent, would be if 
this long and severe frost were followed by a heavy fall of suow, 
but the landed proprietors say that this is not likely to happen so 
late in the season, at any rate not to the extent required. 


Tue SwepisH Iron INpustRY. 


Mr. M. §S. Constable, Her Majesty’s Consul at Stockholm, in 
a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 29th January, encloses 
the following memorandum on the present condition and prospects 
of the Swedish iron industry :— 

An annual meeting of the Swedish Iron Masters’ Association 
took place on Saturday, Jenuary 27th, at Orebro, The present 
depressed condition of the Swedish iron industry and the outlook 
for the forthcoming year formed the subject of discussion. 

The following figures adduced at the meeting serve to show to 
what extent the low prices are resulting in diminished output. 
At the end of the December quarter of the year 1892, 89 furnaces, 
335 forges, 21 Bessemer converters, 24 martin converters were in 
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operation. For the corresponding period of the year 1893 the 
numbers were : 110 furnaces, 370 forges, 21 Bessemer converters 
and 21 martin-converters. 

The large increase in the production of iron ore in Sweden 
consequent upon the opening up of the Gellivara mining district 
has been attended with a heavy fallin prices. Before the opening 
of these mines ore of similar quality with that produced from 
them sold for prices about 50 per cent. higher than those now 
obtainable. 

In the department of iron working an important discovery has 
lately been made by the well known Swedish Engineer Herr de 
Laval, inventor of the cream separator, this gentleman having 
patented a method for extracting iron from its ore by means of a 
novel application of electricity. The first experiment on a large 
scale is to be made at Trollhattan, where one of the principal 
water falls has been leased for the generation of the electricity 


required. 

The discovery in consequence of the high reputation of Mr. de 
Laval is being much discussed here and some of the newspapers 
already speak of it as likely to effect a revolution in the Swedish 
iron industry. 

In areport dated the 8th January, Mr. Constable, encloses 
a memorandum showing the amount of the shipments of iron ore 
from the port of Lulea for the year 1893, and giving an estimate 
of the expected export for the approaching shipping season, 

According to this memorandum, 260,000 tons of iron ore were 
shipped by the Gellivara Mining Company from the port of 
Lulea in the course of the year 1893. 

Out of the total amount, 211,600 tons were shipped to Germany, 
4,400 to Belgium, 6,000 to France, 36,000 to Great Britain, and 
2,000 tons were distributed in Sweden itself. 

Rapid and important as has already been the extension of this 
new branch of Swedish commercial activity, it is now ascertained 
that a still more considerable increase will take place in the out- 
put and the export in the course of the present year. Charter 
parties for the shipment and delivery of more than 500,000 tons 
of ore are already signed, for the most part by Norwegian ship- 
owners, so that it is unlikely that the total export will fall short 
of 600,000 tons. 

The influx of workmen to the mines of Gellivara and to the 
port of Lulea is having a marked influence on the Swedish labour 
market, and is also the cause of good passenger traffic returns 
over the Gellivara-Lulea railway, the financial success of which 


may now be looked upon as assured. 


Errect oF THE NEw SwepisH TARIFF ON THE CUSTOMS 
REVENUE. 


Mr. M. S&S. Constable, Her Majesty’s Consul at Stockholm, in 
a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 5th January, encloses a 
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memorandum giving a return of the revenues collected by the 
Swedish Government under the headings of Customs duties and 
light dues for the year 1893, together with a short statement 
showing the effects of the protective tariff of 1888 on these two 
departments of revenue. 

From these.statements it appears that the total amount collected 
under the heading of Customs duties was 2,061,584/., as compared 
with 2,072,096/. for the previous year. The lighthouse dues 
brought in 94,1662, an increase of 5,553/. over the return for 
1892, when only 88,6131. were collected. There has thus been a 
falling off in the produce of the Customs duties and an increase 
in that of the light dues. 


The following statement shows the effects of the protective 
tariff of 1888 on the revenues derived from Customs duties and 
light dues for the kingdom of Sweden :— 


Customs duties. — Under old tariff. — 1885, 1,840,177. ; 
1886, 1,790,7512.; 1887, 1,705,7997. Under new tariff.— 
1888, 2,095,703/.; 1889, 2,359,775/.; 1890, 2,370,840; 1891, 
2,111,808/. ; 1892, 2,072,096/.; 1893, 2,061,584. 

Light dues.— Under old tariff.—1885, 75,0281. ; 1886, 72,6261. ; 
1887, 73,4367. Under new tariff.— 1888, 80,4791.; 1889, 
83,439/.; 1890, 83,6782; 1891, 88,661/.; 1892, 88,6132; 1893, 
94,166/. 


Lire INSURANCE IN GERMANY. 


The following notes on the subject of the system of life 
insurance in Germany are extracted from a report to the Foreign 
Office by Mr. F. Ladenburg, Her Majesty’s Consul at Mannheim, 
dated the 12th December last :-— 

Life insurance in Germany seems to have been introduced 
from England, and is still carried on by several of the great 
English companies. By German institutions it has been worked 
only for the last 64 years. In the first quarter of the century 
it was almost unknown, and for many years had a very hard 
struggle against ignorauce and prejudice. In the first 15 years 
the total amount insured did not exceed 5,000,000/. sterling, and 
only in the 28th year did it reach the sum of 10,000,000 It 
then began to move more rapidly. 14 years later it reached the 
first milliard marks (50,000,000/. sterling), nine years later the 
second milliard marks, seven years the third milliard marks, and 
in less than five years afterwards the fourth milliard marks. In 
1892 by the German life institutions 939,462 persons stood 
insured for the total sum of 4,104,753,429 marks, that is, an 
average of 4,369 marks or about 220/. per head. 
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Sreamsnire CoMMUNICATION BETWEEN COPENHAGEN AND 
MANCHESTER. 


Mr. ©. 8. Scott, Her Majesty’s Minister at Copenhagen, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 31st January, states 
that the Danish United Steamship Company has lost no time in 
taking advantage of the opening of the Manchester Ship Canal 
by establishing a direct line of steamers between Copenhagen and 
that town, passing round the north of Scotland. 

Mr. Inglis, Her Majesty's Consul for Denmark, reports that 
the steamer “ Viking” has already made two trips, one to Man- 
chester and one back, loading, however, outward cargo first in 
Baltic Ports, chiefly sugar, and calling at Copenhagen for what- 
ever may offer. 

On the return trip from Manchester, sufficient freight not being 
at hand, cargo had to be completed with coal. 

The “ Viking,” Mr. Inglis adds, was on the 23rd January in 
the Baltic loading, with full cargo secured, and so far the 
experiment seems to be in a measure confined to the indirect or 
carrying trade, but hopes are entertained that exporters of Danish 
dairy produce will also in time avail themselves of the new line, 
for which the time occupied in the voyage from Copenhagen to 
Manchester is six days. Railway charges from Hull to Man- 


chester are said to be equal to the freight from Copenhagen to 
Hull. 


Rainway REGULATIONS IN SWITZERLAND. 


Mr. F. R. St. John, Her Majesty’s Minister at Berne, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 15th January, forwards 
copy of the government rules and regulations for the year 1894 
respecting carriage by all Swiss railways and steamboats. These 
regulations form a book of 174 pages. Mr. St. John draws 
attention, as specially important to British subjects who travel 
in Switzerland, to Chapters III., 1V., and V. on the subject of 
passengers and their luggage, and to Chapter VII. regarding the 
formalities to be observed in the transport of dead bodies from 
Switzerland. 

In section 9, Chapter IIE., it is provided that a person may 
with one and the same ticket stop at intermediate stations. 

Independently of tickets for the single journey, return tickets 
are issued. These are available as follows :—For a distance from 
1 to 100 kilometres, two days; 101 to 200 kilometres, three days ; 
201 to 300 kilometres, four days ; 301 kilometres and above, five 
days. 

The distribution of passengers’ tickets takes place, as a rule, 
in the half-hour immediately preceding the departure of the train. 
The principal stations must, however, commence the distribution 
of tickets an hour before the departure of each of the trains 
starting after 7am. The travellers who have not taken their 
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tickets five minutes before the departure of the trains cannot 
exact their delivery. 

Section 17 refers to the rule to be observed as regards 
the opening and shutting of carriage windows while travelling. 
It is stated that windows can only be opened simultaneously on 
both sides of the carriage, with the consent of all the passengers 
travelling in the same compartment. In the event of disagree- 
ment between the passengers as to the opening and closing of 
windows, decision rests with the guard. In cold and rainy 
weather, as also when tunnels are being passed through, absolute 
power is given to the railway servants to shut the windows and 
to forbid their being opened. 

By section 21 it is provided that each passenger may take with 
him hand luggage of a weight not exceeding 10 kilogrammes. 

In case of accidents entailing death or bodily injuries, sustained 
as a result of travelling, the railway company is responsible for 
the damage, in conformity with the dispositions of the federal 
law of the 1st Juiy 1875, as to liability (section 25). 

Chapter IV. deals with the carriage of luggage, and section 28 
lays down that as a general rule, the articles which will be con- 
sidered and registered as luggage are trunks, carpet bags, hat- 
boxes, small boxes, &c., containing the personal effects of the 
passenger and his fawily, as well as boxes of samples. Packages 
exceeding 109 kilogrammes in weight may be refused. 

Chapter VII. contains the regulations to be observed in regard 
to the carriage of dead bodies. In each case a permit for transit 
is to be obtained from the competent Swiss authority or from a 
foreign authority with full powérs in this direction. Each coffin 
must be accompanied by a competent person whose name appears 
in the permit. 

A copy of the rules and regulations in force in Switzerland 
with regard to railway and steamer traffic may be seen on applica- 
tion at the Board of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, S.W. 


BounTIES ON THE MANUFACTURE OF SHALE OILS FOR 
LigHtinc IN FRANCE. 


Lord Dufferin, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Paris, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 8th January, encloses 
copy of a French law granting bounties on the manufacture of 
shale oils for lighting purposes. 

This law provides that dating from the 12th July 1893, and 
for a period of six years, there will be allowed to the extractors 
of bituminous schist, intended for the manufacture of shale oils 
for lighting, bounties to an amount not exceeding 300,000 francs 
annually, and fixed according to the proportional quantities of 
raw oils manufactured, without in any case the bounty exceeding 
three francs per hectolitre of raw oil. 

Further regulations will determine the conditions for the 
application of the law. 
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Any person proved guilty of fraud or atiempted fraud in 
connection with the obtaining of a bounty will be debarred from 
benefiting by the bounty and will be liable to the penalties 
provided in Art. 423 of the penal code. 


Coat-MINnING IN NORTHERN FRANCE. 


Mr. E. W. Bonham, Her Majesty’s Consul at Calais, in a 
report to the Foreign Office, dated the 23rd January, gives the 
following figures of the approximate quantity of cogl raised in the 
north of France during 1893 as compared with the revised figure 
of the output during the previous year. 

Mines in the Pas-de-Calais, 8,971,305 tons in 1893, and 
9,835,645 tons in 1892; mines in the Nord, 4,759,521 tons in 
1893, and 4,663,122 tons in 1892. ‘Total, 13,730,826 tons in 
1893, as compared with 14,498,767 tons in 1892, 

The decrease in the coal raised in the Pas-de-Calais was no 
doubt owing to the strikes, since the returns for the first six 
months of 1893 showed a slight increase for both departments, 
over the corresponding period of 1892, but the 21,789 tons 
increase in the Pas-de-Calais was during the second half, 
converted into a decrease of 864,340 for the whole year, 
whereas the increase of 32,885 tons in the output of the mines 
in the Nord was further augmented and shows a total increase of 
96,399 tons for the whole year, the united figures for the two 
coal-basins show, however, a decrease of 767,941. 


SHIPPING REGULATIONS AT REUNION. 


Mr. C. W. Bennett, Her Majesty’s Consul at Réunion, in his 
report to the Foreign Office, dated the 31st October, on the 
trade of Réunion, gives the following advice to British ship- 
masters as regards delivery of cargo there :— 

In the first place, in all charter parties the place of discharge 
and loading should always be the port at the Pointe des Galets, 
where the work can be done quickly and well. Delivery at the 
roadsteads is dangerous and expensive. A vessel of 2,000 tons 
can be discharged and loaded at the port in the course of the week. 
The charges are naturally somewhat higher, but the goods are 
delivered alongside of a wharf with ease and without damage. 
Questions as to claims for damaged goods can there be settled 
speedily and in the presence of all concerned. 

On the roadsteads all is changed. The shipmaster is there at 
the mercy of the elements, and unless he isa very wide awake - 
man his cargo is bound to turn out short or damaged. 

During the hurricane season, December to April, he is very 
likely obliged to put to sea three or four times during discharge 
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and loading, and each enforced departure may be a loss in time 
alone of three or four or even eleven days. 

In the bad geason a vessel discharging and loading in the road- 
steads may be obliged to put in six or seven weeks, in the fair 
season three or four weeks. In either season the same work 
would be done at the port in a week. 

More than this the vessel lies some way off shore, and the 
master confiding in the terms of the charter party, “all cargo 
‘* to be taken and delivered alongside at risk and expense of 
“ consignees,” discharges it into lighters, keeping a careful tally. 

When all is discharged he is informed by the Custom-house 
that cargo is sHort; he produces his tally, the receipts are invalid, 
and he has to pay Customs dues, and the consignees fall on him 
in a body and demand payment for short or damaged cargo. 
Law suits result and end more or less disastrously. 

The goods were checked into the lighters, the lightermen are 
not authorised to give receipts for them, and the Custom-house 
have not received the cases. What becomes of them? Nobody 
is quite sure, but the fact is that the cases disappear or arrive 
empty and broken. 

There is no Custom-house guard on board, and the ship is 
responsible to the Custom-house under French law for all goods 
on the manifest until delivery in the Custom-house. 

Thus all works against the master, and he can only protect 
himself by absolutely refusing to give up a single package of 
cargo unless the consignee sends on board a tallyman who is 
legally authorised to give receipts for cargo discharged. In view 
of some recent cases this course is now earnestly urged upon all 
British shipmasters who arrive here, and it would be well ifa 
clause to that effect were inserted in the charter party of every 
British ship which is to discharge on a Réunion roadstead ; but I 
repeat that every British ship should go to the port and to the 
port only if trouble and expense are to be avoided. 

British shipmasters are also warned against persons offering 
to pilot their ships round the island. Such persons are 
* unqualified ” pilots, and sometimes run ships ashore, when all the 
blame and punishment fall upon the master. 

Shipmasters would also do well to inquire as to the financial 
standing of their consignees, as all houses here are not of equal 
stability. It has been stated in the local press that, since the 
late financial troubles, Réunion shopkeepers are allowed no more 
credit in France, and although this is no doubt an « xaggeration it 
is enough to indicate that care should be taken as to accepting 
payment of freight by commercial bills—(No. 1322, Foreign 
Office Annual Series.) 


TELEGRAPHIC COMMUNICATION WITH REUNION. 


With reference to the notice on p. 74 of the Board of Trade 
Journal for January respecting telegraphic communication with 
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Réunion, Mr. C. W. Bennett, Her Majesty’s Consul at that French 
possession, in a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 22nd 
December, states that telegrams can also be sent to Mauritius vid 
the Seychelles. 

As the mail leaves the Seychelles on the 17th of the month the 
telegram would reach Réunion on the 20th or 21st, whereas if sont 
to Mauritius it would only arrive at Réunion on the 25th. 

Telegrams for Réunion therefore should always be sent vid 
Mauritius except from the 14th to the 16th of the month inclusive, 
when they should be forwarded vid the Seychelles. 


Tre Foreign or PortruGaL 


Sir H. G. MacDonell, Her Majesty’s Minister -at Lisbon, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 18th January, forwards 
copies of accounts containing the Customs returns for Portugal 
and the adjacent islands from January to December 1892. 

According to these returns the special imports in 1892 were 
valued at 30,848,319,000 reis (6,426,700/.), as compared with 
39,509,334,000 reis (8,231,000/) in 1891, showing a decrease of 
8,66 1,015,000 reis (1,804,3002) or more than 20 per cent. 

As regards the exports of domestic produce they were valued 
in 1892 at 24,472,343,000 reis (5,098,400/.), whilet in 1891 
they were 21,379,063,000 reis (4,454,000/.), or an increase for 
1892 of 3,093,280,000 reis (644,400/.), or more than 14 per cent. 
The above figures it must be understood do not include bullion 
and specie. 


Tan OHARGES ON THE Unnoapine oF Coat at Leauorn. 


Major Percy Chapman, Her Majesty’s Consul at Leghorn, in 
a report to the Foreign Office, dated 20th January, writes as 
follows 

The Leghorn Chamber of Commerce has recently delivered a 
decision of some moment to the charterers of English colliers, 
and one which as tending to lessen the expenses of discharging 
cargo will not be unwelcome to those connected with shipping 
business, 

The charter parties of colliers usually contain some such clause 
as “the discharging to be done by the merchant's men upon usual 
terms ;” or, “ consignee’s men to be employed in discharging the 
“ cargo at steamers expense, the charge for which is not to exceed, 
“ what is customary for the discharging of steamers.” 

‘The question propounded to the Chamber practically was, do 
“usual terms” or “what is customary” include the cost of 
baskets and the hire of shovels and shoots (all used at Leghorn 
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in the process of discharging) as well as the hire of labour ? 
Coupled with this was the further question; when the usual 
terms are stated in the charter party, as they often are, to be one 
lira per ton, does this one lira include cost of baskets and hire of 
shovels and shoots ? 

The Chamber referred the matter, as is customary, to their 
standing committee on Maritime Affairs, and in accordance with a 
report of that committee pronounced categorically that “usual 
terms,” even when stated to be one lira a ton, comprised cost of 
baskets and hire of shovcls and shoots. 

This decision having been protested against the Chamber- again 
caused their committee for Maritime Affairs to deliberate on the 
matter, and in a general meeting on the 23rd December 1893 
upheld the above decision with no little emphasis, pointing out 
that the hire of labour did not amount to more than 60 centimes a 
ton, and that even if the cost of baskets and the hire of shovels 
and shoots were added, this would only amount to about 13 
centimes a ton, that is to say that in all the expense of unloading 
coal amounted to about 73 centimes a ton. 

It seems to have been a practice here to charge over and 
above the usual one lira, a sum for the cost of baskets and the 
hire of shovels and shoots. This sum varied from 15 centimes to 
30 certimes, and it will be thus seen that from lire 1°15 to lire 
1°30 has been paid where the stipulated charge was only one lira 
and where about 73 centimes would have covered the actual cost. 

Those who have to incur the expenses of the unloading of coal 
at Leghorn should take note of this decision of the Chamber of 
Commerce, and make their arrangements accordingly. 

It may be further pointed out that ‘‘ tenpence ” and “ one franc,” 
instead of “ one lira ” are sometimes inserted in Charter parties as 
the rate per ton of the expenses of the discharging. To avoid 
the possibility of any confusion with French currency the lira 
should not be described as a franc while tenpence is considerably 
in excess of one lira. At the present rate of exchange, the franc 
at Leghorn equals 1°14 lire, and tenpence amounts to about lire 
1:20. 


Bitts oF 1N SICILY. 


A communication, dated the 18th January, has been received 
at the Board of Trade from the Foreign Office, enclosing 
translations of two edicts issued by the Generai invested with 
supreme command in Sicily respecting payment of bills of 
exchange. 

The first of these decrees, which is dated the 5th January 
1894, provides as follows :— 

_All bills of exchange in circulation and falling due in the 
Sicilian provinces stand over for two months, dating from the 
Ist January. 
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The present decree shall be made public in ail the communes 
of the Sicilian provinces by the several prefects and chambers of 
commerce, and be exhibited in the civil tribunals and courts, and 
be published in the judicial journals, 

The following is a translation of the second of these 
decrees :— 

The prorogation mentioned in the edict of 5th January 1894 
relating to bills of exchange affects those contemplated exclusively 
by Art. 251 of the Commercial Code made before the 6th 
January 1894 and payable before the 28th February 1894. 

Art, 2. Notwithstanding this prorogation the payment of bills 
when falling due is valid. The debtor availing himself. of the 
prorogation will be liable for commercial interest to be paid with 
the amount of bill. 

-Art. 3. The holder of a bill will, on its becoming due, cause to 
be recorded by notarial deed, instead of a protest, free of charge, 
that the debtor avails himself of the prorogation and will give 
notice thereof within two days by registered letter to the next 
endorsee. Every endorsee will do the same to his endorsor 
within a like time. 


AustTRIAN MERCHANT SHIPPING BounTIEs. 


Sir E. Monson, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Vienna, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 30th December, 
encloses the official copy of a new law (dated December 27th, 
1893) respecting subventions or bounties to Austrian merchant 
shipping by which a bounty of 10s. per ton net is granted to 
iron or steel steamers employed in Austrian trade, with an 
additional 10 per cent. for such as are built in Austria, and 
another 15 per cent. for such as are also built—to the extent of 
one-half at least—of Austrian materials. 

Wooden ships are treated on a similar scale, and vessels may 
draw this bounty for 15 years from the time of their being 
launched. The smaller coast-traders are not included. 

The full translation of the law reads as follows :— 

Sect. I. Steamers and sailing vessels which are registered, 
either for distant voyages or extended coast-trade, in the Austrian 
Ship Register can claim in accordance with the following sections 
of this law: (a) a “working subvention,” and (b) a “ voyage 
subveution” from the State. 

Sect. II. Such steamers or sailing vessels will receive a “ work- 
ing subvention,” when— 

(1) the vessel is at least two thirde the property of Austrian 

subjects ; 

(2) and when not more than 15 years have elapsed since it 

was launched ; 

(3) and when it is registered in Class A, 1st or 2nd Category 

of the Austro-Hungarian “ Veritas,” or some other native 
institution of equal reputation, 
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Sect. III. The working subvention shall be counted from the 
day of the launch until the end of the 15th year, and shall be 

id out according to the following scale :— 

(1.) Six florins (10s.) for iron and steel steamers, per ton of 

net burthen. 

(2.) Four and a half florins (7s. 6d.) for iron and_ steel sailing 

vessels, per ton of net burthen. 
- (3.) Three florins (5s.) for wooden sailing vessels or for sailing 
ships of mixed construction. 

Counting from the commencement of the second year, these 
amounts will be lessened by 5 per cent. yearly. 

Sect. IV. The working subvention will be increased by 
10 per cent. for all iron and steel ships which shall be constructed 
after January Ist, 1894, in native shipbuilding yards ; and by 
25 per cent. when at least the half of the material used in their 
construction is of native production. 

Sect. V. The working subvention shall be paid to any ship 
which puts in a claim later than the first year, as though it was 
actually the first year, as far as the diminution by 5 per cent. 
mentioned at end of Section III. is concerned ; but the subvention 
will only continue to 15 years from the launch. 

Sect. VI. All ships registered on July J, 1893, for long voyages 
or extended coasting trade, shall receive from January Ist, 1894, 
if more than 15 years have elapsed since they were launched, a 
subvention of one gulden (1s. 9d.) per ton of net burthen, for five 
years, provided that they belong at least to Class B. I. I. of 
the Austro-Hungarian “Veritas” or another similar - native 
institution. 

Sect. VII. The vessels indicated in Section I. shall receive 
a “voyage subvention” for all voyages from one Austrian 
harbour to another, excepting small coasting trade (see—for 
Cefinitions—law of May 7, 1879), when these voyages are 
undertaken for the benefit of native trade, and by steamers which 
are not in competition with any line regularly subventioned by 
the State. 

The voyage subvention “shall amount to 5 kreuzers (one 
penny) per net ton for every 1C0 nautical miles traversed— 
the distance to be reckoned by shortest route. 

Sect. VIII. A ship which is more than six months out of 
use, or unfit for trading, shall lose all claim to any of the above- 
mentioned benefits, for such time as it may remain unused. 

Sect. IX. From January Ist, 1894, all merchant ships shall 
be exempt from the trade and income taxes during a period 
of five years, and all newly-built ships shall have the same 
privilege. 

Sect. X. The enactments of this law do not apply to— 

(a.) Ships which are already subventioned by law. 
(4.) Ships which have subventions with the post office to 
perform certain voyages. 
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(c.) Ships which are entirely employed by an industrial 
firm for the transport of their own material. i 

Sect. XI. Both kinds of subvention may be drawn at once, 
the one at the end of the year, the other at the end of the 
voyage. 

Sect. XII. Ships built abroad which pass over to another flag 
before three years have elapsed must pay back the subvention 
they may have received. But ships built in Austria-Hungary 
need only pay it back if they pass under another flag within two 

ears, 
" Sect. XIII. Shipowners who take advantage of this law must 
allow their ships to be chartered by Government in case of war 
or mobilisation, excepting in so far as the mere exemption from 
taxes is concerned, 

Sect. XIV. Special regulations are issued for the carrying out 
of this liw. 

Sect. XV. The law of June 19, 1890, on the tax exemption 
for steamers and sailing vessels, is hereby repealed, 

Sect. XVI, The present law begins from January Ist, 1894, 
and shall remain in force for 10 years, 


Tue AvusTRIAN GOVERNMENT AND THE PURCHASE OF 
TELEPHONES, 


In a communication to the Board of Trade, dated the 2nd 
February, the Foreign Office encloses copy of a memorandum 
received from Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Vienna and prepared 
by Mr. Gerard Lowther, relative to the purchase by the Austrian 
Government of the ‘Telephone Company of Austria and the 
Vienna Telephone Company. This memorandum states as 
follows :-— 

The Telephone Company of Austria—The Telephone Com- 
pany of Austria obtained in 1881, concessions for the telephone 
in Prague, Graz, and Trieste, and further in 1883, for the towns 
of Lemberg, Krakau, Gernovitz, Bielitz, Biala, Reichenberg, 
and Pilsen. They had nothing to do with Vienna, All these 
concessions were for 10 years, and were granted to Austrian 
subjects, who however, were unable to work the business, and 
sold it to an English company. When the latter took over the 
business they found in the concessions a clause, paragraph 22 to 
the effect that the Government reserved to itself the right to 
purchase the businesses at a valuation to be made by repre- 
sentatives of both parties, and, if necessary, an umpire. To this 
clause the English company objected as it took no account of the 
goedwill that might be created, and it was, after negotiations 
with the Ministry of Commerce, altered by a decree of Decem- 
ber Ist, 1881. The company also at the same time received a 
verbal assurance that this clause would certainly be respected, or 
else the concessions would be prolonged. With this conviction 
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the sum of 1,921,000 florins was invested, and after some years, 
in 1889, the company finding that profits were increasing begged 
the Government to prolong the contracts. No definite answer 
was given till July 1890, when the Government stated that it 
was their intention to purchase the lines, and after some delay an 
offer of 750,000 florins was made and promptly refused by the 
company. The latter claimed 1,800,000 florins, their yearly 
profits then amounting to 97,641 florins, and in the disagreement 
which then ensued the company laid before the Government the 
following table of profits :— 


Up to June 30th, 1884 - ~- - - No profits. 

July 1st, 1884—June 30th, 1885 - - Profits, Fl. 15,377 
» Ist, 1885—March 31st, - +» 28,312 

April Ist, 1886— ,, 3l1st, 1887 - - 
Ist, 1888— ,, 31st, 1889 - 
, 014,108 - 4, » 
» Ist, 1890— ,, 1891 - 


And at tie same tinte declared that the following sums had 
been paid in taxes and royalties. 


Up to June 30th, 1885 - - - - FI). 23,656 
» March 31st, 1886 - - 12,549 
31st, 1887 - - 4, 19,420 
31st, 1888 - - - 4, 26,335 
31st, 1889 - ,, 27,399 
is 3lst, 1890 - - 4, 37,657 

Total - - 190,741 


The profits had in the same period amounted to 430,179 florins. 

The difference between the Government and the company 
was as follows:—The company maintained that in purchasing 
the business the Government must buy under the terms of 
paragraph 22, mentioned above, or else prolong the concessions 
for a longer period, whereas the Government argued that the 
paragraph 22, and the decree of December Ist, 1881, were not 
binding on them, and that they could purchase and pay for all 
the plant as old material. 

After some consideration the company reduced their claim to 
1,650,000, which according to their calculation amounted toa 
loss of 350,000 florins. In October 1891, the Government 
compromised by extending the concessions for one year paying 
the company the capital outlay during that year and 1,000,000 
florins in cash. After some demur the company were obliged to 
accept this, though they maintained that this only just paid the 
cash invested in the business represented by the debenture and 
preference holders. The ordinary shares received nothing, but 
they did not represent actual outlay, but were really what is 
generally known as “ plunder,” 
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The Vienna Telephone Company. — The present company 
originated in the “Wiener Privat Telegrafen Gesellschaft,” 
formed in 1869, with Vienna capital to carry on telegraphic 
communications in Vienna and the suburbs, and the Stock 
Exchange business, In 1882 a concession was given to this 
company to establish telephones in Vienna, and in 1889 the 
telegraphic business was purchased by the Government, with the 
exception of the Stock Exchange business. Payment was only 
made for the apparatus, compensation consisting in some altera- 
tion of the telephone concession, In 1892 negotiations were 
opened for the purchase of the whole telephone business, and an 
offer of three-and-a-half million florins was made. These 
negotiations are now broken off but will probably be shortly 
resumed, 


AUSTRIAN SHIPPING FREIGHTS TO CHINA AND JAPAN. 


Mr. J. G. Haggard, Her Majesty’s Consul at Trieste, in a 
report to the Foreign Office, dated the 30th January, states as 
follows :— 

It is alleged that, with the view of contending against the 
recent competition of a Japanese line of steamers runnning between 
Bombay, China, and Japan, the Austrian Lloyd’s Steamship 
Company (Lloyd Austriaco) are about to take energetic measures 
by reducing freights, It is said that this is to be accomplished 
in agreement with the Peninsula and Oriental Company and 
with the Italian General Steamship Company (Navigazione 
Generale Italiana). 


DEVELOPMENT OF TRAFFIO THROUGH TRIESTE, 


In a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 30th January, 
Mr. J. G. Haggard, Her Majesty’s Consul at Trieste, alludes to 
an attempt which is being made in Austria to divert traffic through 
Trieste, and states :— 

It is reported in the local newspapers that the institution of a 
direct express train will be effected during this year from Bermen 
to Trieste, through Berlin and Vienna, in connection with the 
German Lloyd’s American Line at the one end, and with the 
Levant and Indian branches of the Austrian Lloyd’s Steamship 
Company (Lloyd Austriaco) at the other. 


Greek TRADE Marks LEGISLATION, 


Mr. E. H. Egerton, Her Majesty’s Minister at Athens, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 4th January, encloses a 
translation by Mr. Elliot of the Royal decree containing the 
regulations for the execution of the law of February 10th (22nd) 
1893, respecting the protection, of industrial and trade marks, 
which was published in the Official Gazette of the 2nd January. 
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A translation of the bill on which the law of the 10th February 
1893 was founded appeared in the Board of Trade Journal for 
February 1893, pp. 154-7. 

The additional conditions required for the registration of marks 
by foreigners are set forth in Art. 10 of the new decree. Among 

em isa statement of the date of the reciprocity treaty between 
Greece and the foreign country to which the applicant belongs, 
which in the case of British subjects is the commercial treaty of 
November 10th, 1886. 

Art. 10 is to the following effect :— 

The clerk of the Court of First Instance at Athens, who alone 
is competent in respect of deposits of marks by aliens or Greeks 
exercising an industry or trade out of Greece according to 
Art. XIII. of the law B.P.Né. must require the production of ail 
the documents mentioned in that article, and must moreover 
insert in every such statement of deposit the State in which the 
depositor possesses his establishment and exercises the mdustry 
or trade for which the mark is destined; the date of the deposit 
of the mark which has been made in the foreign State in 
question ; the period at which the protection granted to it in that 
foreign State ceases; the date of the reciprocity treaty with 
Greece; a summary of the statement of the proper foreign 
authority legalised by the proper Greek Consular authority 
certifying that in the foreign State where the establishment of 
the applicant for the deposit of the mark in Greece is, the 
formalities of the laws there in force respecting marks have been 
complied with; the Christian name, surname, and profession of 
the person designated as agent at Athens; a summary of the 
notarial Act by which this agent was appointed and a summary 
of the written declaration by which the depositor submits to the 
jurisdiction of the courts at Athens. 

The Director of the School of Industrial Arts in inserting 
every such declaration, shall note in the column of remarks in the 
proper book the period at which the protection of the mark 
accorded to the depositor ceases in the foreign State, and the 
Christian name, surname, and profession of his agent at Athens ; 
and he shall also insert similar note in the notification drawn 
up by him in accordance with Art. VII. of the present 
decree. 


CaTTLE-BREEDING IN BULGARIA. 


Mr. H. N. Dering, Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General 
at Sofia, in a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 6th January, 
states that a report has been furnished to the Bulgarian Govern- 
ment by the Inspector-General of live-stock in the principality 
—the date of which, in spite of the statistics not going beyond 
the year 1889, afford matter of interest—concerning the breeding 
and export of live-stock in Bulgaria, Mr. Dering encloses the 
following summary of extracts from the above :— 

_. The im nce, both as regards export and internal utility of 
the breeding of live stock, which is self evidently attached to this 
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branch of industry in Bulgaria, who derives in the same way as 
Hungary, Servia, and Roumania, a large portion of her national 
revenue from her export trade in this commodity, after clothing 
and feeding her population, is undeniable, and is capable of 
considerable extension. 

According to the latest returns 69,998 individuals, without 
reckoning the field cultivators who are also for the most part 
themselves owners of live-stock, are engaged in this industry 
in Bulgaria, forming together a large proportion of the inhabitants 
of the principality. 

The amount of livestock existing in Bulgaria in 1888 amounted, 
in round numbers, to 10,326,000, of which 7,164,072 were sheep, 
1,302,979 goats, 393,714 pigs, 1,249,996 cattle (oxen and 
buffaloes), 147,147 horses, 61,994 donkeys, and 5,495 mules. 
This number represents, as regards the population of the princi- 
pality, a proportion for every 100 inhabitants of 311°40 live stock, 
a proportion eminently satisfactory to the cattle producing con- 
dition of the country. It is true that this number is not equally 
divided, and in 1888 to every 100 inhabitants there are 227 sheep, 
39 head of cattle, and only 4°6 horses. 

The amount of live stock, according to the latest census, has 
somewhat varied, as the total is now given as 10,961,386 head, of 
which cattle represent 1,680,983; horses, 325,526; sheep 
7 060,303; goats, 1,453,467; and pigs, 441,062. According to 
this return the number of cattle and horses has increased cou- 
siderably during the last three years, horses, indeed, have tripled 
in number. Sheep, on the other hand, the number of which, in 
1880, amounted only to 3,347,093, and which, in the course of 
nine years, had more than doubled their number, have since then 
remained stationary. The number ot goats, which was, in 1880, 
914,550, and in 1889, 1,399,632, has not increased to any large 
extent. 

Referring to animal products wool is the first item on which to 
remark, and in the years 1891-2 the shearings produced 7,060,353 
kilogrammes of wool. But a small proportion of this amount is 
yearly exported, as, for instance, in 1889, 378,314 kilogs., of the 
value of 341,412 francs (13,656), The import of wool in that 
year was about of equal value. The annual export of cheese 
made of sheeps’ milk, however, assumed pages proportions, the 
weight of which, in 1889, was 1,779,240 kilogs., of the value 
of 1,439,700 francs, or 57,588/. There were also exported in the 
same year 308,322 live sheep, of the value of 2,591,709 francs, or 
103,668/. 

The traffic in goats, which represents about 12} per cent of the 
live stock industry of the principality is at present the least pro- 
ductive in so far as export is concerned, a relatively small quantity 
of live beasts or hides going to foreign countries. 

On the other hand the export of buffaloes and oxen is very 
considerable. In 1889, 5,298 buffaloes, of the value of 630,864 
francs, or 25,235/., were exported, as well as 24,648 oxen of the 
value of 1,640,053 francs, or 65,602/., showing the average value 
of buffaloes to be 119 francs, or 4/. 15s, and of an ox, 66 francs 
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62 cents, or 2/, 12s., prices certainly under the average of those 
of the general European markets. 

With regard to pigs it would appear that they are mostly 
consumed within the bounds of the principality, the annual value 
of their export as live beasts being under 100,000 francs, or 
4,000/. 

The export of horses appears to be on the decrease, as in 1886, 
there were exported 5,630 horses, of the value of 568,678 francs, 
or 22,747/.; in 1889 only 2,109 head, of the value of 315,400 
francs, or 12,6161, found their way across the frontier. 

The number of hides exported is yearly increasing both in 
number and value. There were exported in 1889 raw sheep 
skins of the value of 970,000 frances, or 38,800. ; tanned ditto, of 
the value of 23,000 francs, or 920/.; oxhides of the value of 
268,087 francs, or 10,723/, besides smaller parcels of goat skins 
and horse hides, 

It may be added, in conclusion, that amongst the miscellaneous 
exports of animal produce there were produced in 1891-92, 
592,381,880 litres of milk, 745,680 litres of honey, 165,722 kilogs, 
of silk cocoons, and 457,500,000 eggs. 


MERCHANDISE Marks IN Eaypt. 


According to a decree of the Egyptian Minister of Finance, 
made or the 4th December, a copy of which was forwarded by 
Lord Cromer, Her Majesty's Agent and Consul: General at Cairo, 
in a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 7th December, the 
Director-General of Customs is empowered to make regulations 
for the application of a label of origin on boxes of cigarettes of 
Egyptian manufacture intended for exportation. 

On the 5th December the Director-General of Customs issued 
the necessary rules for the supply of the labels to the manufac- 
turers. The labels are of different colours, according to the 
number of cigarettes contained in each box or packet. 


Mintna AND MINTING OF GOLD AND SILVER IN JAPAN. 


The following particulars of the operations of the Japanese 
Mint, and the production, export, and import of gold and silver 
in Japan, are extracted from a memorandum by Mr. Spring Rice, 
enclosed in a report to the Foreign Office by Mr. M. W. E. de 
Bunsen, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Tokio, dated the 
1st October :-— 

From the commencement in 1871 to March 31st, 1873, the 
gold coins struck were of the nominal value of 65,000,000 yen, 
and the silver coins of the value of 130,000,000 yen. 

From 1872 to 1892 the value of the export of gold from 
Japan amounted to about 70,000,000 silver yen, and of silver to 
106,000,000 yen. 

In the same period the import of gold amounted to the value 
of 10,000,000 yen, and of silver to 124,000,000 yen. The import 
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of gold was almost entirely bullion, principally from Corea, and 
the export Japanese coin, old and new. 

Out of the 70,000,000 yen exported, 55,000,000 yen worth 
was in “ Japanese gold coin,” and 9,000,000 yen in “ Nibu” and 
* Nishiu” (old coin). Thus about nine-thirteenths of the gold 
coins struck in the mint have been exported. In 1892 about 
1,000,000 yen (gold) was struck, and more than 6,000,000 yen 
exported. Fiom 1888 to 1892 the amount struck was 6,000,000 
yen (nominal value), and the amount exported was 8,000,000 yen 
(nominal value). 

The product of the mincs from-1885 to 1891 was, gold about 
108,000 ozs. and silver about 7,460,000 ozs. This product if 
correct would have been upwards of 2,000,000 gold yen and 
8,000,000 silver yen, or an average of 333,000 gold yen and 
1,333,000 silver yen per annum. 

It is plain that if the present rate of depletion continues there 
will be soon very little gold left in the country. Since last year 
the value of the gold coin and bullion held in the Bank of Japan 
has diminished from 22,700,000 yen to 21,806,000 yen, while the 
value of the silver coin and bullion has largely increased.— 
(No. 315, Foreign Office Miscellaneous Series.) 


Butts or ExcHaNGe In Persta. 


Sir F. C. Lascelles, Her Majesty’s Minister at Tehran, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 26th December, encloses 
a translation of a notice which has been published by the Minister 
of Justice and Commerce, stating that the acceptors of bills of 
exchange cannot refuse payment on the plea that they had not 
received the value of the bill, The following is the translation of 
the notice :— 

As merchants under the pretext of not having received the 
value of the bills drawn upon them refuse to pay the bills accepted 
by them, and this misdemeanour has dishonoured trade and 
hampered business, the Ministry of Commerce notifies, by Royal 
Command, that the drawer cannot hereafter refuse the payment of 
accepted bills under any excuse. Unless the drawer is assured that 
the money has been paid he must not accept the bill. The drawer 
must not also draw a bill unless the money is paid to him or he 
is some way or other assured of receiving the money. 

Copies of this notice, which will be placarded in all the serais 
occupied by merchants, will be forwarded to the countries with 
which the said merchants are in communication. 

A respite of two months from the date of this notice is granted 
in order that the fact may be communicated to all the countries, 
with the view that this absurdity may be removed. 

Should anyone hereafter say that he has not received the value 
of the bill he will not be considered a man of credit; the money 
will be exacted from him and he will be severely punished. 
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XVI—GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 


Tuer Woruv’s Beer PrRoDuCTION. 


According ‘to the Monde Economique the annual production of 
beer for the whole of Europe is estimated at 3,036,000,000 

allons, 

. Germany makes the largest quantity, about 1,051,664,000 galls., 
of which 630,380,850 galls. are contributed by Northern Germany, 
337,167,400 galls. by Bavaria, 69,817,000 galls. by Wurtemburg, 
55,191,000 galls. by the Duchy of Baden, and 16,703,000 galls. 
by Alsace Lorraine. 

The United Kingdom follows Germany. Then comes Austria 
with 302,025,000 galls. Bohemia alone is represented in this 
amount by nearly 110,000,000 galls., and Lower Austria (includ- 
ing Vienna) by more than 44,000,000 galls. 

Belgium consumes 220,000,000 galls. Denmark has a_pro- 
duction estimated at 52,492,000 galls., and Norway at 37,673,000 

alls. 

. Then comes Russia with 64,427,000 galls., Switzerland with 
26,101,000 galls, Spain with 22,550,000 galls, Italy with 
3,029,000 galls., Turkey with 3,080,000 galls., Roumania with 
220,000 galls, Luxemburg with 2,066,000 galls, Servia with 
2,046,000 galls., Greece with 213,000 galls., &c. 

It is curious to note that outside of Europe little beer is 
produced, except in the United States, where the manufacture in 
1892 is estimated at 812,209,000 galls.; Japan representing 
4,855,000 galls, Australia, which produced 35,449,000 galls., and 
Algeria with an average annual production of 550,000 galls, 


CONSUMPTION AND Prices OF PETROLEUM. 

The Belgian Bulletin du Musée Commercial for the 20th 
January states that a recent publication on the world’s consump- 
tion of petroleum gives the following comparative figures as 
regards the quantities of American and Russian petroleums 
received in the following countries :— 


| American Russian 
| Petroleum, Petroleum. 
q Per Cent. Per Cent. 
Austria - - - 100 
England - - - - - 69 31 
Germany, Belgium, and the Netherlands — - 90 10 
France - - - - 77 23 
Spain and Portugal 7 - - 100 _ 
Italy - 62 38 
Turkey - - - - - 1 99 
India - - - - - 38 62 
China - - - 71 29 
Japan - - - - 75 25 
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The average consumption in the world is therefore according 
to these data, 58°30 per cent. for American petroleum and 41°70 
per cent. for Russian petroleum. 

The price of refined petroleum has in a few years undergone a 
considerable diminution, as the following figures published by 
the Washington Bureau of Statistics will show :— 

The average price per gallon of refined petroleum at 70 degrees 
Abel (trial test) at New York was 8°14 cents in 1883, 8°28 cents 
in 1884, 7°86 cents in 1885, 7°07 cents in 1886, 6°75 cents in 
1887, 7°50 cents in 1888, 7°19 cents in 1889, 7°33 cents in 1890, 
6°85 cents in 1891, 6°06 cents in 1892, and 5°25 cents in 1893. 


Tue PoruLation or Russta. 


The Journal de St. Pétersbourg of the 17th (29th) December 
states that towards the commencement of 1891 the population of 
the Empire of Russia was 119,032,750. In three years it has 
increased by about 5,000,000, and it may be said that in the 
present year the number of inhabitants in the Empire would be 
124,000,000. ‘Naturally this figure is only an approximate one, 
and the general census, when it takes place, will no doubt add 
some millions more. 

In 1890 the population was distributed as follows :—89,000,000 
in the 50 governments of Russia in Europe; less than 9,000,000 
in Russian Poland; nearly 8,000,000 in Caucasia; less than 
5,000,000 in Siberia; more than 6,000,000 in Central Asia; and 
lastly, 2,380,000 in Finland. 

In 40 years, if the same rate of progress is maintained, the 
population of the Empire will amount to 200,000,000 inhabitants. 


Tea CULTIVATION IN Russia. 


According to the Journal de la Ohambre de Commerce de Con- 
stantinople, an imteresting experiment, that of the cultivation of 
tea, is shortly to be tried in Russia. The Tear, under the 
guidance of experts, has given his consent to a proposal for the 
cultivation of this plant in the western limits of the Caucasus, 
where the temperature is much the same as that under which the 
plant grows in China. 


RELATIONS BETWEEN Russia AND Perata. 


The Journal de la Chambre de Commerce de Constantinople 
states that a commission formed at the Russian Ministry of 
Finance with the object of developing the commercial relations 
between Russia and Persia, has submitted to the Minister its final 
scheme, which has been approved by the two Governments, 
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According to this scheme, the Russian Government will under- 
take the construction of ports and of roadways in Persia, erect 
factories at Ardebit, Kazbin, Tehran, Barfrush, Astrabad, and 
Meshed, and establish permanent exhibitions of Russian products 
at Tehran and in the other towns of Persia. 


OF PRECIOUS STONES AND METALS AT 
St. Pererspure. 


The Journal de St. Pétersbourg states that the Russian 
Technical Society has decided on the organisation at St. Peters- 
burg of an exhibition of gold ores and of precious metals and 
stores. The chief object of the exhibition will be to furnish the 
public with information as to the present condition of the working 
in Russia of precious metals and precious stones. 


Raitway COMMUNICATION BETWEEN RvuSSIA AND 
CENTRAL AsIA, 


The Journal de St. Pétersbourg for the Ist January states that 
traffic on the railway of Petrovsk, the port on the Caspian Sea, 
has just been commenced. By means of this line Central Asia is 
connected with the interior of Russia in Europe. 

The Semaine publishes an article on this enterprise and predicts 
for it a great future. The exportation of Asiatic cotton will be 
facilitated, which will give an impetus to the cultivation of cotton 
in Central Asia; on the other hand Russian cereals will find a 
new market, as they will be enabled to penetrate into the very heart 
of Azia. 


Ramway Devetorment 1N Nortuern Russia. 


The Gazette (russe) de St. Pétersbourg states that the Governor 
of Arkhangel is endeavouring to bring about the Construction of a 
railway connecting the basin of the Northern Dvina with that of 
the Volga. 

This railway, it is asserted, will be of the greatest value as a 
means of securing regular communication in Northern Ltussia ; 
gency the commodities of the eastern provinces will 


through its a, ! 
find new markets and an outlet by way of the White Sea. In this 


latter respect the governments of Viatka, Perm, and Vologda will 
benefit. The want of communication, and consequently of the 
means of subsistence, acts unfavourably on the growth of the 
population of this vast region. ; ; 

The question of the connection of the Volga with the Dvina by 
a railway has often been raised since 1870, at which time it was 
decided to include this region in the system of Russian railways. 
A year later the Katchalow ccmmission demonstrated that, 
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without a railway, the economic growth of the country would be 
impossible; the same result was arrived at by a commission 
sitting in 1881. Steps for the construction of the railway were 
also taken in 1890 by the predecessor of the present Governor of 
Archangel. 

The railways built in the interior of the Empire only make the 
situation of the northern provinces still worse. The castern pro- 
vinces, which produce the most cereals, have gradually come to 
avoid Arkhangel, preferring the longer but easier route through 
Rybinsk and St. Petersburg. Owing to the facility of transport 
the export trade has developed to such an extent that the eastern 
markets find themselves destitute of cereals. In order to remedy 
this state of things the re-establishment of the natural trade route 
of the northern region, finishing at Arkhangel and the White 
Sea, is to be aimed at. With this object it is considered indis- 

-pensable to re-establish the Volga-Dvina route, by connecting 
Kazan by railway with the large village’of Katlas, on the Northern 
Dvina. 

This railway will be of some importance for Kazan, which will 
be 200 verstes nearer the White Sea than the Baltic. At present 
Viatka only communicates with the Volga by way of the Viatka, 
a river which is not adapted for navigation. If, by means of a 
branch line, the proposed railway is connected with Perm, the 
port of Arkhangel will be easy of access to Eastern Siberia, the 
most fertile districts of which are not further from this European 
port than from the mouths of the Obi and Yenissei, which in any 
case will never become very important ports. 

The survey for the Volga-Dvina railway has already been 
carried out, and it does not present any technical difficulties. The 
railway will traverse a flat country, running to a large extent over 
lands belonging to the Government. The construction of the line 
will be carried out on the least expensive scale, and it is said that 
no fear need be entertained that the line will entail any loss in 
working. 


CANALISATION OF THE AMOUR. 


The Russian Nouveau Temps states that the Ministry of Ways 
of Communication has recently organised an expedition for the 
purpose of surveying the River Amour. This expedition, which is 
shortly to start from St. Petersburg, consists of several engineers, 
of a naval officer, topographers, &c. A sum of 70,000 roubles is 
allowed to it for expenses. The chief object of the expedition will 
be to devise means for canalising the river and rendering it 
navigable for its whole length and to draw up a detailed chart of 
its course. The task is expected to take two years. 
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Propuction or PiG-1roN IN GERMANY. 

According to returns issued by the Association of German Iron 
and Steel Makers, the production of pig-iron in the German 
Empire (including Luxembourg) amounted in the month of 
November 1893 to 417,951 tons. 

The production reached 396,936 tons in November 1892 and 
425,709 tons in October 1893. From the lst January to the 
30th November 1893 there were produced 4,375,678 tons, against 
4,401,650 tons during the corresponding period of the year 1892. 


THe MANUFACTURE oF SLAG Bricks GERMANY. 


According to the New York Engineering and Mining Journal 
the manufacture of bricks from blast-furnace slag has attained 
considerable dimensions in Germany, the Luhrmann ‘furnaces 
near Osnabruck alone having turned out 5,100,000 bricks. The 
manufacture has also been taken up by other ironworks. ‘The 
granulation of the slag, the first essential portion of the process, 
which is substantially the same everywhere, is effected by running 
the slag along a channel together with a stream of water into a 
reservoir, in which it is collected, The lime to be mixed with it, 
in the proportion of one part to six of granulated slag, is slaked 
with sufficient water to yield a moist sludge, and the two ingre- 
dients are thoroughly incorporated in a mill, in which the process 
in conducted in the following way :—The mixed slag and lime are 
conveyed by a spout, to which a shaking movement is communi- 
cated, to a pair of rolls, which stop the access of unduly large 
fragments of slag or foreign bodies to the mixer proper, and 
mingle. the slag and lime still more thoroughly while reducing 
them somewhat in size. The final mixinz is effected by a set of 
three drums with radial projections fitting into each other wit 
only a slight amount of clearance, so that the ingredients are 
brought into the most intimate contact. A machine absorbing 
2 to 3 h.p. will serve to prepare the material for 9,000 to 10,000 
bricks per shift of 10 hours. The mixture is moulded into bricks 
by a machine, which is provided with a hopper kept filled by the 
labourer in charge, and an arrangement whereby the quantity 
necessary to form one brick is let down into the mould and then 
the aperture closed, while the movable sides of the mould are 
brought into position by eccentrics, and by this means pressure is 
exerted upon the mass to shape and consolidate it. The finished 
brick is pushed out of tie machine and the operations of filling 
the mould and applying pressure are repeated. A machine 
absorbing 7 to 8 h.p. will turn out at least 9,000 to 10,000 bricks 
per shift, its capacity being limited chiefly by the time consumed 
in removing the finished bricks. The bricks thus prepared are 
weak at first, and have to be handled carefully, and must be 
stacked and protected from rain for the first day, a precaution that 


Feb. 1894.] GENERAL TRADE NOTES, 209 


is not afterward necessary. They become sufficiently strong for 
use for building purposes after the lapse of six to twelve months, 


Frencu Sarprina Bounties. 


A circular was issued by the French Director-General of 
Customs on the 2nd October last, stating tha: by the terms of 
Art. 7 of the law of the 30th January 1893, relating to merchant 
shipping, the bounty on construction provided for in Art. 2 of this 
law is increased by 25 per cent. for steam vessels built according 
to plans previously approved by the Marine Department. 

In order to make certain of the application of this regulation, 
the Minister of Marine on the 27th September last made a decree 
which was inserted in the Journal Officiel of the 28th, and which 
fixes the general conditions to be observed in the case of merchant 
ships in order to receive the bounty of 25 per cent. provided by 
the law on merchant shipping. 


THe New Frencow Customs Commission. 


According to the Journal des Tarifs et Traités de Commerce 
of the 1st February, the French Chamber of Deputies has recently 
re-appointed the Customs Commission. I: is composed of a large 
proportion of protectionists. Out of 33 members, 28 are pro- 
tectionists and only 2 are free traders. It is announced that the 
protectionists are determined to carry out in its entirety their 
economic re-actionary work which was commenced in 1885. 

They also express their intention of effecting certain modifica- 
tions in the existing entrep6t regulations with a view of preventing 
the frauds resulting from the temporary admission of cereais. 

As regards wines the Commission will demand the establishment 
of an octroi duty proportionate to their alcoholic strength. 

M. Méline has been appointed president ot the Commission, M. 
M. Mezieres and De Maillé, vice presidents. The secretaries are 
M. M. Saint Germain, Martinon, Turrel and Rathier. 


Tue Foreign TRADE OF FRANCE IN 1893. 


The French Journol Officiel for the 19th January states that 
the Government Press has in hand the statistical documents 
published by the Customs Administration on the trade of France 
during the year 1893. 

The imports from the 1st January to the 31st December 1893 
were valued at 3,936,720,000 francs (157,468,800/.), and the 

80181. 
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exports at 3,209,619,000 francs (128,384,760/.). These figures 
are sub-divided into the following categories :— 
1893. | 1892, 1891. 
Imports. 
Articles of food - -| 44,562,440 | 56,017,400 | 66,100,080 
Raw materials for industrial purposes - - 90,148,240 86,907,520 98,281,200 
Manufactured articles - 22,758,120 | 24,597,440 | 26,333,400 
Total - - - | 157,468,800 167,522, 360 0 | 190,714,680 
Exports. | 
Articles of food - 27,993,240 | 30,372,120 32,352,880 
Raw materials for lnfeeteiol purposes - - | $81,079,840 | 32,903,480 | 33,440,840 
Manufactured articles - - | 66,410,080 | 72,828,520 | 74,536,600 
Postal packets = 2,901,600 2,325,280 2,459,160 
Total - - | 128,384,760 | 138,429,400 | 142,789,480 
| 


For the calculation of the values for 1892 and 1893 the rates 
of valuation fixed for the former year by the Permanent Customs 
Valuation Commission have been used. 

The values for 1891 have been fixed at the average of the 
rates proper to that year. 


A Tax on Bicycoies anp TRICYCLES IN FRANCE. 


The French Monde Economique for January 6th, gives the 
following particulars of the results of the tax on bicycles and 
tricycles in France :— 

‘“‘ The taxation of cycles yielded in 1893 the sum of 781,657 
francs (31,266l.). Of this amount, 760,692 francs represents 
direct taxation on 130,477 machines declared, and 20,964 francs 
the double tax charged on 1,799 cycles which had not been 
declared at all, or not in proper time. It appears, therefore, that 
the number of machines taxed in France in 1893 was 182,276. 
- But this is not nearly a high enough figure to include all such 
machines used in this country, since it does not include those 
which are exempted from taxation because employed for military 
and Government purposes, nor those whose proprietors have 
contrived to evade taxation. 

“The department in which the largest number of cycles is 
reported, is, of course, the Seine, with 19,540 machines, on which 
114,081 francs were collected; next followed Seine-et-Oise, 
5,308; Marne, 4,015; Heine-intieioure, 3,778; Nord, 3,772; 


Rhone, 3,509 ; Gironde, 3,349; Seine-et-Marne, 3,066; Oise, 
2,490; Pas-de-Calais, 
Loiret, 2,419; Aisne, 2,355; Somme, 2,343; Meurthe- 
Loire-Inférieure, 


2,750; Maine-et-Loire, 2,570; Eure, 
2,478; 
et-Moselle, 2,301; Sadne-et-Loire, 2,142 ; 
2,137; Céte-d’Or, 2,116 ; Sarthe, 2,036.” 
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AGITATION AMONG FRENCH WINE-GROWERS. 


The Monde Economique, in its issue for the 23rd December, 
states that the sale of wine is causing some anxiety in certain 
French departments. The wine-growers of Herault, who have 
produced this year one-seventh of the total French production, 
demanded, in a meeting at Montpelier, not only the suppression 
of the octroi dues, but also the prohibition of artificial wines, the 
importation of the raisin, and, finally, the prohibition of the sale 
of any wine not of a greater strength than 104 without a certificate 
of origin. 


EXHIBITION AT BORDEAUX IN 1895. 


According to the Belgian Bulletin du Musée Commercial for 
January 13th, 1894, the Philomathic Society of Bordeaux has 
recently asked the Chamber of Commerce of that city for a 
subsidy to enable it to meet the expenses of its thirteenth exhibi- 
tion, to be held in 1895. The Chamber of Commerce has voted, 
fur this purpose, a subsidy of 25,000 frances, 3,750 francs of which 
will be spent in medals to be awarded in the name of the Chamber. 

From a report recently issued by this society, it appears that 
the exhibition will be national so far as regards general products, 
and universal so far as regards electricity, wines, and social 
economy, with special departments for local industries. Trade 
questions and the direct interests of the port of Bordeaux will 
occupy a preponderating place, and special attention will be given 
to all that concerns commercial geography. 


MinerRAL Statistics OF SPAIN. 

The following particulars of the mineral production of Spain 
are extracted from a report by the Belgian Consul-General at 
Bilbao, dated the 14th January last :— 

The exports of iron ore through the port of Bilbao reached in 
1893, 4,064,800 tons. This total was only exceeded in 1887 and 
in 1890; in the former year 4,170,422 tons were exported, and 
in the latter 4,272,918 tons. 

The executive commission on mineral statistics in Spain has 
been reorganised under the direction of the Inspector-General of 
Mines, M. Frederico de Botella. Its first publication deals with 
the economic year extending from the lst July 1891 to the 
30th June 1892. 

From this publication it appears that on the 3lst June 1892, 
there were in Spain 15,694 mines, of which 1,965 were productive. 
The province of Oviedo has the largest number of productive 
mines, amounting to 334; then come the provinces of Huelva, 
Murcia, and Jaen, which have more than 200; then those of 
Almeria, Santander, and Biscay, with more than 100. There are 
no productive mines in the provinces of Albacete Avila, Cadiz, 
Corogne, Segovia, Valencia, and Valladolid. 
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As regards the kind of products, there are 442 coal mines, 353 
lead, 285 argentiferous lead, 268 iron, 250 copper, and 112 zinc. 

Mining production, during the period indicated, represents a 
value at the mine (boca mina) of 86,374,105 pesetas, Biscay 
representing 20,298,632 pesetas, and then, by order of importance, 
Huelva, 16,169,010; Ciudad Real, 11,853,394; and Jaen, 
11,247,863 pesetas. 

The production by kind was distributed as follows :—24,533,076 
pesetas of iron, 15,318,668 of lead, 12,599,911 of copper, 11,412,166 
= _ 8,354,724 of mercury, and 6,318,464 pesetas of argentiferous 
ead. 

59,297 workmen were employed in the mines; 134 died from 
accidents, 205 were seriously injured, and 1,082 slightly. 


INTERNATIONAL WORKMEN'S EXHIBITION IN MILAN. 
With reference to the notice published on pp. 659-60 of the 
Board uf Trade Journal for December last, as to the workmen’s 
exhibition to be held in Milan, a communication, dated the 
22nd January, has been received at the Board of Trade from 
the Secretary of the Italian Chamber of Commerce in London, 
announcing that the follewing gentlemen have consented to act 
as an honorary committee for the purpose of affording information 
to British artisans respecting the objects of the International 
Workmen’s Exhibition at Milan. This committee undertakes no 
financial responsibility :— 
Sir Julian Goldsmid, Bart., M.P. 
Sir James Whitehead, Bart., M.P. 
George Jacob Holyoake, Esq., Co-operative Central Board, 
London. 
Count Henry Sergardi. 
Cav. L. Allatini, President Italian Chamber of Commerce. 
A. Serena, Esq., Vice-President Italian Chamber of Commerce, 
London, E.C. 
P. Micali, Esq., Treasurer Italian Chamber of Commerce. 
J. ©. Gray, Esq., General Secretary to the Co-operative Union, 
Manchester. 
B. T. Hall, Esq., Secretary of the Working Men’s Club and 
Institute Union. 
Hodgson Pratt, Esq., Vice-President of the Labour Association. 
Aneurin Williams, Esq., Hon. Treasurer of the Labour 
Association. 
Henry Vivian, Esq., Secretary of the Labour Association. 


THE DEVELOPMENT OF BULGARIA. 

It is stated in the Frenck Monde Economique for January 6th, 
that “the development of Bulgaria is seriously threatened by a 
“ bill proposing to introduce a protectionist and even prohibitive 
“ Customs tariff. The passing of this bill has been postponed, 
* but the scheme is not given up. The increased octroi duties 
« will do a great deal of harm. For the moment, it is Germany 
“ which has, more than any other country, been extending her 
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“ trade with Bulgaria; the importation of German goods, which 
“ amounted in value to only 39 million francs in 1890, had risen 
* to 83 millions in 1892, while England and Austria-Hungary 

only forwarded goods to the value of 28 millions each in the 
latter year. The exportation of Bulgarian goods to Germany, 
which yvas valued at only 500,000 francs in 1890, amounted to 
as much as 13 millions of francs in 1892.” 


Tue INDUSTRIES OF ROUMANIA. 


According to the Journal de la Chambre de Commerce de Con- 
stantinople for the 6th of January, the kingdom of Roumania 
possesses at the present moment 114 establishments which benefit 
by the law offering encouragement to home industries. These 
establishments have a total capital of 30 million francs, and 
employ about 6,000 workmen. There are amongst them 10 
limited-companies, and the most important are the following :— 
The saw-works at Galatz (8 millions of capital and 150 work- 
men), the paper-mills at Letea (2,500,000 franes), the sugar 
factory at Sascut (670,000 frs.), the cloth manufactory at Buhus 
(1,370,000 frs. and 200 workmen), the manufacture of military 
stores (1,030,000 fra. and 450 workmen), the spinning mills at 
Azuga (888,603 frs. and 235 workmen), the Graphic Institute at 
Socec (500,000 frs. and 100 workmen), the manufactory of earthen- 
ware of M. Oppler (370,000 frs.), and the soap works at Galatz. 


Economic DEVELOPMENT IN SERVIA. 


The Revue d’ Orient, in a recent number, has an article in 
which it urges the Servian Government to complete the railway 
system of Servia, to favour the establishment of a national 
insurance society, to increase the number of professional schools, 
to introduce the postal savings bank, and to establish a mont-de- 
piété worked by the Government. , 

The writer of the article points, in support of his propositions, 
to the brilliant results following the establishment of similar 
institutions in Hungary. 


OrnivE AND VINE CULTIVATION IN CRETE. 


M. Blanc, the French Consul at Canea, in a recent report, 
states that the ‘present season’s olive crop promises to be a satis- 
factory one. ‘The probable yield may be estimated at 33,000,000 
kilogrammes of oil, of which 18,000,000 are produced in the pro- 
vinces of Candia, Mirabello, Sitia, St. Nicolas, and Yerapetra, and 
15,000,000 in those of Caneo, Rethymo, Sphakkia, Selino, and 
Kissamo. Prices of olive oil keep very low. Sales for delivery 
in February and March have been effected at the rate of 5s. per 
mistache or 24 lbs. The crop was early in Crete, the first oils 
fetching from 5s. 6d. to 6s. per mistache. Lamp oils of preceding 
crops are readily sold at 7s. 6d. per mistache. 
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The total quantity of wine which will be made this year in the 
whole island, but principally at Candia and Canea, is estimated 
at 63,000 hectolitres. About 15,000 hectolitres have been pro- 
duced at Candia without plaster, or with the addition of plaster 
in the proportion of 2 per cent. A portion of 3,000 hectolitres 
was made at Canea under the same conditions, It is hoped that 
a market may be found for these wines in France for purposes of 
blending. The degree of strength varies between 14 and 16 per 
cent. of alcohol. 


OstricH FarMING IN ALGERIA. 


At the meeting of the French Academy of Sciences, held in 
Paris on the 22nd January, M. Milne-Edwards presented 
pamphlets and a memorandum by M. Forest on the acclimatisation 
of the ostrich in Algeria. 

It is generally admitted that the ostrich has disappeared from 
Algeria since 1871; the retirement of this bird into the 
inaccessible regions of the Sahara has resulted very disastrously 
to French interests. This state of affairs might, it is said, be 
remedied by the establishment in several favourable places in 
Southern Algeria of breeding parks, the produce of which would 
be sent into the immense Sahara solitudes. By this means a 
solution would be found of the problem of the re-establishment of 
the historical relations of Algeria with the Central Soudan and 
the Haoussas country, by permitting a small population to become 
fixed ; halting and re-victualling places, which are at present 
missing in this vast area, would be established ; the future of the 
extension of French influence towards the Tchad and the Niger 
would be thus assured. 

The ostrich would have to be again acclimatised in Algeria, 
and the example of the Dutch at the Cape of Good Hope 
imitated. 

The first ostriches were domesticated at the Cape in 1865. The 
official census of that year shows the existence of 80 ostriches in 
captivity ; 10 years later, in 1875, there were 32,247. In 1888 a 
census gave the number of ostriches at 152,415. In 1889, when 
disease was rife and the heat great, the census showed the existence 
of 149,684 ostriches. The exportation of the feathers produced 
1,000,000/. in 1888. 

Competition with the Cape farmers has sprung up in Australia 
and at the Mauritius. In order to defend itself Cape Colony has 
fixed a Customs duty of 100/. on each ostrich exported. 

M. Forest is of opinion that if a large number of breeding 
birds were well established on a favourable oasis near a railway, 
the Saharan climate, which is necessary to these birds, would not 
be long in producing its natural effect, that is to say, a regular 
and normal production, This attempt would be at the present 
time facilitated by the security existing in the Algerian Sahara ; 
the risks of carriage would be limited to the usual risks of a 
consignment of live animals by railway. 
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ANTIMONY MINING AND SMELTING IN JAPAN, 

The following account of antimony mining and emelting in 
Japan is extracted from the New York Engineering and Mining 
Journal :— 

The most important antimony mine in Japan is at Ichinokawa, 
in Ojoinmura-Nii-gori, Iyo province, on the island of Shikoku. 
It is a little more than two miles from the town of Saijo, and 
three miles from the sea coast. The mine is said to have been 
discovered 11 centuries ago, but there are no records of early 
operations in it. At present it is worked by Kawabata Kumasuke 
and 50 other persons as a private concern. 

The country rock of the district in which this mine is situated 

is graphitic sericite schist, belonging to the Archaean, The ore 
deposits occur in the form of veins, of which there are three 
rincipal ones. Two of them, the Tsurubi and Kamebi are 
parallel to each other, striking east and west, and dipping south at 
an angle of about 75°. They often unite, in which case they are 
very wide and rich. The third principal vein, known as the 
Yokobi, also strikes east and west and dips south, but at a 
moderate angle, never more than 38°, and sometimes only 10°. 
It is thought that the Yokobi vein intersects the Tsurubi and 
Kamebi veins at a greater depth than has yet been explored. 
These veins vary from 1 in, to 3 ft. in width. There are also 
many workable veins in the district besides those mentioned. 
All the veins are worked by shafts and levels, the former being 
from 50 to 150 ft. deep, and the latter from 300 to 2,000 ft. lony. 
The cost of mining averages 5:877 yen (5°88 dols.) per 100 kin 
(60 kilos.) of ore. 

The ore, which is stibnite of high grade, is smelted at works on 
the seacoast at Sanchoba, three miles from the Ichinokawa mine 
and only one-half mile from Saijo. The method of smeiting 
employed is very simple. A crucible with a small hole bored 
through its bottom is set upon another crucible. The upper is 
filled with powdered ore, covered and heated from below, coal 
being used as fuel. The sulphide of antimony in the ore is 
melted and drains away from the gangue into the lower crucible, 
whence it is ladled into molds. The monthly production of 
ore averages 200,000 lb., and that of antimony sulphide from 
150,000 to 16,000 lb. The sulphide of antimony is reduced to 
metal and shipped in boxes to Osaka and Kobe, which are the 
principal markets for the product, both being within 200 miles of 
the mines. The cost of smelting is 0°385 yen (38} cents.) a4 
100 kin (60 kilos.) of antimony sulphide and 2°5 yen (2°50 dols.) 
per 100 kin of refined antimony. 


JAPANESE FINANCE. 

The London and China Telegraph for the 1st January states 
that the Japanese Budget estimates have been laid before the 
House. The estimated revenue, ordinary. and extraordinary, is 
90,675,196 dols., and the estimated expenditure 85,472,159 dols. 
Bills have been already introduced to decrease the assessment on 
land, and to remove the duty on raw cotton. Considering that 
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the returns of the 20 cotton spinning mills which are available 
show an average profit of 12} per cent. per annum, the industry 
would not seem to require much additional encouragement. 

The Budget was submitted in six books, containing altogether 
1,438 pager. From these it is seen that the total ordinary 
revenue is 83,198,967 yen, and extraordinary revenue 7,476,229 
yen. a total of 90,675,196 yen, which is an increase respectively 
of i,722,908 yen and 907,054 yen, or 2,629,962 altogether, as 
compared with last year. The increase is derived from the tax 
on saké and tobacco, the Customs dues, licences, commissions, and 
receipts trom post and telegraphs, in all, 2,649,481 yen. On the 
other hand mining tax receipts and receipts from railways show a 
decrease of 926,573 yen, which when compared with the increase 
above-mentioned shows a balance of 1,712,808 yen. In the 
extraordinary revenue an increase of 1,227,575 yen is seen, 
owing to the refunding of the money invested in the Yokohama 
waterworks, and the greater appropriation for funds for the 
relief of agricultural distress; but a decrease of 334,388 yen is 
observed in the sale of land, &c., which gives a balance of 
893,187 yen in favour of the increase. The total ordinary 
expenditure is 68,875,050 yen, and extraordinary expenditure 
16,597,108 yen, which will make a total of 85,472,159 yen, the 
total increase over that of the last fiscal year being 3,624,054 yen, 
299,962 yen ordinary and 3,324,665 yen extraordinary ex- 
pvenditure. 


WaATCHMAKING IN JAPAN. 


According to the London and China Telegraph for the 1st 
January, the Japan Watch Company of Yokohama has the 
credit of intending to establish the only works of this nature in 
the East. The benefits and profits derivable from this concern 
are held to be assured, taking into consideration the low price of 
labour in Japan, and the cheapness of material. It is conceded 
that the Japanese are a very skilful race, and this particular kind 
of manufacture (being light and neat work) will justify the 
proposition. The establishment of this enterprise will give 
employment to hundreds of young Japanese, and make Japan 
an exporter in place of importer of watches and watch findings, 
and may reasonably be expected to pay commensurate profits to 
the stock holders and founders of the Japan Watch Consinty. 
When we consider the advantages Japan has over most other 
places for the manufacture of watches, which cannot be denied, 
these give the promise of success to the enterprise. The market 
for the products the factory will turn out is unlimited, and with 
the natural advantages above mentioned, this company defies 
competition, as the projectors calculate that the Japanese products 
could be sold 25 per cent. cheaper than from any other source, 
and still make a remunerative profit. The price of labour in 
America for watch-making averages 1°50 dols. per day gold, and 
labour can be procured at from 20 to 30 cents silver in Japan. 
From this a conclusion can be drawn as to the ultimate result, 
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for the cost of watch making is principally for labour. The 
machinery brought to Japan of this company is presented as 
complete in all its details and of the most improved patterns, 
producing watches that cannot be excelled in design and 
workmanship, as the samples testify. The hope is enter- 
tained that this will develop into one of the most profitable 
enterprises in Japan. The buildings to be erected will be 150 ft. 
long, 35 ft. wide, and three storeys high, besides boiler rooms, 
engine rooms, forge room, carpenter and pattern rooms separate. 
The engines are 100 horse power, with two 125 horse boilers 
with electric plants attached. The company will thus have every- 
thing complete on their own ground for making watches and 
making watch machinery. The plant has a complete machine 


shop with all modern tools and appliances for manufacturing its 
own machinery in every particular. 


JAPANESE COAL. 

For two or three years past Japan, with an annual out-put of 
about 34 million tons, has had more coal than is needed for home 
consumption, and with characteristic enterprise the Japanese have 
been looking for foreign markets. Their exports now amount to 
fully 1} million tons a year. According to the New York 
Engineering and Mining Journal there was some talk of shipping 
coal to California, which has not yet, however, been done to any 
extent, but several cargoes have been sent to Bombay and there 
found a market. Some of it has been tried as rail-road fuel and 
found to be of as good quality as Indian and much cheaper than 
English coal. 


A JAPANESE EXHIBITION. 


The Directors of the Industrial Museum of Ishikawa Ken, at 
Kanazawa Kaga, in Japan, announce that a special exhibition of 
manufactured products will be opened in the buildings of the 
museum from July Ist to August 31st, 1894. 

The Ishikawa Ken Museum is the result of a series of special 
exhibitions, the first of which was opened in 1872. It now 
contains a very important collection of specimens of the arts and 
manufactures of Japan. 

It is stated by the Belgian Bulletin du Musée Commercial that 
the aim of the proposed exhibition is to add articles of foreign 
manufactures to the Japanese articles already represented in the 
museum. The building is situated close to the famous hot springs 
of Yashashiro. 


Tue Unirep Srares Penston List. 
According to the report of the United States Commissioners 
of Pensions, it 4 that there were on June 30th 1893, 
966,012 pensioners borne upon the rolls of the 18 pension agencies 


being 89,944 more than were carried on the rolls at the close of 
the last fiscal year. These pensioners are classified as follows :— 
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Widows and daughters of revolutionary soldiers, 17; army invalid 
pensioners, 360,658 ; army widows, minor children, &c. 107,622 ; 
navy invalid pensioners, 4,782 ; navy widows, minor childron, &c., 
2,583; survivors of the war of 1812, 86; widows of the soldiers 
of the war of 1812, 5,425; survivors of the Mexican war, 14,149 ; 
widows of soldiers of the Mexican war, 7,369; survivors of 
Indian wars (1832-1842), 2,544; widows of survivors of Indian 
wars (1832-1842), 1,338; army nurses, 284, Act of June 27, 
1890 :—Army invalid pensioners, 365,084; army widows, minor 
children, &c., 77,838; navy invalid pensioners, 12,119; navy 
widows, minor children, &c., 4,114. 

The total amount expended for pensions during the fiscal year 
was 156,740,467°14 dollars. 

The amount due to 5,961 pensioners June 30th, 1893, who were 
not paid for want of time, and who were to be paid out of the 
funds appropriated for the fiscal year 1894, is 1,309,945°29 


dollars. 
The commissioner estimates that the appropriation of 
165,000,000 dols. for the fiscal year 1894 will be ample, It is 
almost certain that several millions will be turned back into the 
Treasury. 
The estimates for the fiseal year 1895, 160,000,000 dols., have 
already been submitted. 


New Peruvian Ivuieration Law. 


A communication has been received at the Board of Trade from 
Mr. F. A. Pezet, the Peruvian Consul-General in London, 
stating that the President of Peru has sanctioned a new law 
with respect to immigration, and enclosing a translation of the 
principal clauses of this law. ' 

Art. I. provides for the protection and encouragement of 
immigration by the State. : 

Art. II. is to the effect that the following classes are considered 


as immigrants :-— 

1. A Gevtgeaci belonging to the white race, of less than 
60 years of age, who shall come to the Republic to establish 
themselves therein after presenting to the properly appointed 
authorities a certificate from the Peruvian Consul or agent abroad 
in which the profession, trade, or calling of the immigrant is 
specified, and also a statement as to his moral character. 

2. Colonists especially contracted to work in determined places 
in the Republic, provided always that they come under the 

rovisions of the last paragraph. 

Art. IIT. All immigrants are entitled :— 

1. To be lodged and maintained by the State during the seven 
days following that of their arrival. - 

2. To introduce free of all fiscal duty their personal effects, 
domestic furniture, a sporting gun, agricultural implements, and 
the tools appertaining to their craft or trade, in proportions 
determined by the Government. 
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Art. 1V. Besides the concessions referred to in the preceding 
article, all colonists will also be entitled to the following :— 

1. A third-class passage on board the vessels which shall carry 
them to the Republic. 

2. To the number of hectares of land that the Government shall 
designate in the “ colonies.” 

3. To be taken from the port of landing or from the place 
where they are lodged to the “colony” at the expense of the 
Government. 

4, To be maintained by the Government during three months 
at the “ colony.” 

5. To be exempt from payment of any direct tax during five 

ears. 
, 6. To receive the agricultural tools and implements that the 
Government shall designate. 


Art. V. The Government shall have a right to contract in 
Europe for the colonisation of the places it may deem con- 
venient. 

Art. Vf. provides that the duties pertaining to immigration and 
colonisation are to be undertaken by the Public Works Depart- 
ment. 

Arts. VII. to XIV. (inclusive) refer to the organisation of a 
central board of immigration and colonisation at Lima, with 
branches in the different provinces, and to the duties of the 
members and of all consular employees with respect to immigration 

enerally. 

. In conclusion M. Pezet mentions that the whole eastern slopes 
of the Andes in Peru afford an ample field for colonising enterprise, 
and that the soil is especially adapted for the cultivation of cocoa, 
coffee, tobacco, coca, maize, and other tropical and inter-tropical 
productions, while the rubber and many medicinal plants and 
herbs and timber of the mahogany, rosewood, oak, walnut, and 
other valuable kinds are abundant in the extreme. 


Co-OPERATIVE COLONISATION IN PARAGUAY. 


According to the Bulletin du Musée Commercial, the 
Australians who have made an interesting experiment in co-opera- 
tive colonisation in Paraguay, arrived at Buerto Obecho, on the 
northern bank of the Febicuary, close to Villa Rica, in that 
country, at the end of September last year. They consisted of - 
400 families. By the 16th of October they had already built a 
house 40 metres long and 6 metres wide, divided into compart- 
ments for the families. They had begun to sow manioc and 
haricot beans on a ploughed surface of 750 metres. While 30 
men occupied themselves in cultivation, a ‘body of 20 woodmen 
undertook to procure timber, a brick-kiln was already in action, 
and in a few days the colonists would have two covered warehouses 
for seeds, tools ,and agricultural implements. 

The Australians are living in perfect harmony with the 
Paraguayans, whom they employ in work of the rougher kind. 
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The Paraguayan flag floats from the first house in the colony, and 
is enthusiastically saluted by the Australians as that of the country 
which is to be their second father-land. The table-land on which 
New Australia is to be built was occupied in the 16th and 17th 
century by a Jesuit mission. The soil is extremely fertile. 


Inpian Rattway DEVELOPMENT. 


An intimation has been received through the India Office from 
the Public Works Department of the Government of India to the 
effect that the Palanpur-Deesa railway, a length of 17:42 miles, 
was opened for public traffic on the 25th November 1893, and 
that the Barsoi-Kissengunge branch of the Eastern Bengal 
State railway, a length of 35 miles was opened for public traffic 
on the 10th December 1893. 


THe WorkKING OF InDIAN COAL. 


The following notice appears in the Times of India for the 
2nd December :— 

After all that we have heard from time to time about coal in 
Burmah, the report of the Deputy Superintendent of the 
Geological Survey of India on the economic results of the Mergui 
coal exploration is anything but encouraging. There is, it seems, 
coal of two different ages in the Tenasserim Valley, one belonging 
to the Moulmein (upper carboniferous) group, and the other to 
the Tendau-Kamapying group, the latter belonging apparently to 
the tertiary age. The coal in the Moulmein group, which is very 
widely distributed, and has for years past been believed to be not 
only excellent coal but deposited in-abundant quantities, is now 
found to be economically useless. It only occurs in thin deposits 
two or three inches in depth, is mixed with large proportions of 
nodular white quartz, and often hardly deserves the name of coal 
at all, so largely does the shaly element predominate. In the 
Tendau-Kamapying group, however, which covers an area of about 
30 square miles in the Tenasserim Valley, the coal here appears 
to be confined to the right or western bank of the river Tenas- 
serim, and the available quantity is estimated at about a million 
tons. This coal is reported to be far above the average of Indian 
coal for steaming purposes, but it could not be brought to the 
pit’s mouth at a less cost than five rupees per ton, and transit to 
Mergui would cost an additional two rupees per ton. It is pre- 
sumed that transit could be satisfactorily effected in shallow 
draught barges towed by stern-wheel launches from Therabwin or 
Banlaw, for the alternative proposal of a railway 28 miles long 
to the port of Kyukphya would put far too much on the price of 
the coal. It is true that there are extensive deposits of iron ore 
in the locality, and excellent limestone at Therabwin, but it seems 
exceedingly doubtful whether even in the most favourable circum- 
stances the game would prove worth the candle. 
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Tar Currency IN British Honpuras. 


The Acting Governor of British Honduras in his report on the 
blue-book of that colony for the year 1892, with regard to the 
currency states :— 

The standard of value in the colony is the Guatemalan dollar, 
which is the legal tender for sums of any amount. The follow- 
ing coins are also current, the Guatemalan half, quarter, one- 
tenth, and one-twentieth dollar, the Chilian dollar or soi, half 
dollar, one-fifth dollar, one-tenth dollar, and one-twentieth dollar, 
the Peruvian sol, half, one-fifth, one-tenth, and one-twentieth sol, 
and one cent. piece of British Honduras. There is no paper 
money of any kind in circulation, and there is no established bank, 
though the majority of the large commercial houses combine 
banking business to a limited extent with their wholesale and 
retail trade. 

The constant fluctuation in the value of the Guatemalan dollar 
exercises a prejudicial and unhealthy influence on the trade of the 
colony. An endeavour is made by the Government to neutralise 
the effect of such fluctuations in its own business by fixing annually 
the rate at which the dollar is to be accepted for the year, but 
the rates are often fallacious, and do not correspond with the 
actual value of the dollar. In 1888 this rate was 3s. l1d., in 1889, 
2s. 10d., in 1890, 2s. 10d.,in 1891, 3s. 1d, in 1892, 3s., and in 
the current year, 2s. 9d., though the real value of the dollar is at 
the time of writing (Sep. 19, 1898) only 2s. 2d. 


Rartway Trarric Earnines IN New Souts WaALgs. 


It appears from a communication received from the Secretary 
to the = South Wales Government Agency that the earnings 
of the New South Wales railways in October last amounted to 
318,6412 as against 283,586/. for the corresponding month of 
1892. For the 10 months ended October the aggregate earnings 
were 2,321,304/. as against 2,409,654. for the corresponding 
period of 1892. The length of line open is 2,390 miles, 

As regards the tramways the receipts for October amounted to 
22,814/. as compared with 24,845/. for the corresponding month 
of 1892. For the 10 months ended October the earnings were 
238,368/. as compared with 249,961. The length of line open is 
534 miles. 


REVENUE Returns or Care Couony. 


It appears from a communication received from the Agent- 
General for the Cape of Good Hope that the revenue received in 
the month of November last amounted to 435,861/., showing a 
net increase of 69,521/. over the amount for the corresponding 
month of 1892. For the five months ended November last the 
revenue was 2,139,799/,, giving a net increase of 148,106/. over 
the amount for the corresponding period of 1892. 
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XVIL—PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF 
THE CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


Bradford.—A meeting of the council of the Bradford Chamber 
of Commerce was held on the 31st January, the president, 
Mr. E. P. Arnold Forster in the chair. The secretary reported 
the receipt of letters from two Bradford firms complaining of the 
action of the French Customs authorities in reference to certain 
shipments of goods produced in the Bradford district, and asked 
the Chamber to draw the attention of the Foreign Office to them. 
Among other subjects under consideration were the following :— 
Suggested representation of labour; trade marks; the Antwerp 
Exhibition ; and a West Riding canal. 


Bristol—The monthly meeting of the council of the Bristol 
Chamber of Commerce was held on the 7th February, Mr. John 
Weston, president, being in the chair. The following subjects 
were considered :—Railway rates; Severn improvements; Mid- 
night mail service ; the annual meeting of the Associated Chambers 
of Commerce ; harbour railway wharf accommodation ; and West 


African trade. 


Dewsbury. —The annual meeting of the Dewsbury Chamber of 
Commerce took place on the 10th January, Mr. C. B. Crawshaw 
being in the chair, The business consisted in reading the annual 


report. 


Dundee——The monthly meeting of the Dundee Chamber of 
Commerce was held on the 4th January, Mr. Joseph Gibson, 
president, in the chair. A letter was read from the Foreign Office 
to the effect that there was reason to believe that the Roumanian 
Government would agree to extend the limit of the five-franc 
duty to tarpaulins having 18 threads to the square centimetre 
instead of 16 as at present. Information has since been received 
unofficially that this has been carried through. The new arrange- 
ment will have the effect of removing an obstacle to the export 


trade with that country. 


Glasgow.—The monthly meeting of the directors of the Glasgow 
Chamber of Commerce was held on the 8th January in the 
Merchants’ House, Mr. D. Bannermann, the president, in 
the chair. Mr. Duncan said the only question which had come 
before the foreign affairs committee during the month was with 
regard to the importation of machinery into China, The Chinese 
Customs authorities had already refused to allow the importation 
of cotton-preparing machinery. The committee had communicated 


with the Foreign Office, and had received a reply from Lord 
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Rosebery that the point was fully before Her Majesty’s repre- 
sentatives in China. The machinery in question was cotton- 
ginning machinery, The Chinese Government had no objection 
to the import of hand machines, but they objected to the introduc- 
tion of machinery such as would accord with European ideas, 
In the meantime the committee thought they should get further 
information from the British Iron Trade Association as to whether 
there had been a specific case of objection: The directors 
approved of the action of the committee. 

Other questions under consideration were a new telegraph code, 
the proposed lighthouse at Black Head, and the payment of light 
dues by yachts, 

The annual general meeting of the Chamber was held on the 
13th January, Mr. D,. Bannerman, the president, being again in 
the chair. Among the topics which came on for discussion were 
the Employers’ Liability Bill and the state of trade and trades 
unionism. 

On the 19th January, Mr. J. Hume Black, special agent to 
the Queensland Government, addressed the members of the 
Chamber of Commerce and others interested, in the Merchants’ 
Hall, on “ The Resources and Prospects of Queensland.” ‘ 

A special meeting of the Chamber was held on the 22nd 
January, Mr. D. Bannerman in the chair. The chief business 
was the appointment of office bearers and committees. 

Mr. Walter Duncan said the foreign affairs committee had 
received a communication from African merchants in which the 
set forth the desirableness of the Government extending their 
Protectorate over the Ashantee tribes to the north of the Gold 
Coast. The London and Liverpool Chambers had memorialised 
Lord Ripon to that effect, setting forth cogent reasons why the 
misgovernment or want of government in these territories should 
terminate. The committee recommended that the Chamber 
should memorialise Government in favour of the extension of 
the Protectorate. The annual cost would not amount to many 
thousands, and the colony had a surplus of nearly 200,0007. 

The recommendation was approved. 

Leeds.—The council of the Leeds Chamber of Commerce held 
its monthly meeting ou the 10th January, the president (Mr. T, 
W. Harding) being in the chair. 

It was reported that the Arbitration Committee of the Chamber 
had been instrumental in amicably settling a dispute in reference 
to the carriage of a quantity of coal, upon which the president 
-expressed his surprise that the services of the committee were not 
more frequently bespoken by commercial people. Such an easy 
and inexpensive way of adjusting differences might often be 
resorted to with advantage by disputants who appealed to legal 
tribunals, 

The president read a letter in which the British Iron Trades’ 
Association called attention to the fact that the importation of 
machinery into China had been prohibited on the ground that it 
tended to interfere with the employment of the “common people ” 
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in that country. The communication continued :—“ This prohibi- 
“ tion is a matter so serious for the engineering trade that the 
“ association has made representations to the Foreign Office on 
“ the subject, and has ascertained that the question has had 
“ the consideration of Lord Rosebery, who has instructed 
“ Mr. O’Connor, our Minister Plenipotentiary and Superinten- 
“ dent of Trade in China, to represent to the Chinese Government 
“ that it appears to be a violation of the provisions of the Elgin 
“ and other treaties with China under which the importation of 
“ goods into that country, not otherwise specifically named in the 
“ tariff, are to be admitted under the general ad valorem clause 
“ on payment of a duty of 5 per cent. on their declared value at 
“ the treaty ports. The Chinese Customs authorities have already 
“ refused to allow the landing or transhipment of cotton-preparing 
“ machinery which had been imported from Japan, but the 
“ prohibition is understood to apply equally to every description 
“ of foreign machinery for purposes of industry, whether imported 
“ by foreigners or Chinese subjects. At the present time no 
“ market open to English manufacturers appears to offer greater 
“ promise than that of China, which is regarded as being likely 
“ to enter upon a career of large and rapid industrial develop- 
« ment. It is hoped that your Chamber will use its influence 
“ with the Foreign Office, as this association has already done, 
“ with a view to prevail upon that department to bring pressure 
“ to bear upon the Government of China in order to remove the 
« prohibition complained of.” The president remarked that he 
did not know whether the manufacturers of this district did much 
business with China, neither was he aware whether the restriction 
complained of was something new or a permanent condition from 
which trade had been suffering. In any case it seemed to be 
the clear duty of the Chamber to urge the Foreign Office to 
endeavour to get the prohibition removed. With the latter object 
it was decided to address a letter to the Foreign Secretary. 

The annual meeting of the members of the Leeds Chamber of 
Commerce was held on the 23rd January, when Cvlonel Harding, 
the president, occupied the chair, After the reading of the 
annual report, an address was given by Mr. A. R. Colquhoun on 
« Matabeleland, and our Position in South Africa.” 


Liverpool.—At a meeting of the members of the Liverpool 
Chamber of Commerce held on the 11th January, Mr. A. R. 
Colquhoun delivered his address “ Matabeleland, and our Position 
in South Africa.” 

On the 15th January a meeting of the council of the Chamber 
was held to consider the report of the Select Committee of the 
House of Commons on railway rates and the port charges at 
Liverpool in reference to the rates to Manchester by the ship 
canal. The president, Mr. C. McArthur, was in the chair. 

A meeting of the committee of the African Trade Section of 
the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce was held on the 25th 
January, presided over by Mr. John Holt, vice-chairman, 
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In reply to the representations made respecting the action of 
the Administrator of the French Ivory Coast in imposing a duty 
of 1/. 12s. per head upon Kroomen embarked for a British colony, 
the Foreign Office, in a letter dated 10th January, stated that 
Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Paris reports that he has been 
informed that the attention of the French Under Secretary of 
State for the Colonies has been drawn to the complaint made by 
the captain of the “ Boma,” apd that the French Minister for 
Foreign Affairs has promised to communicate his reply with the 
least possible delay. A letter on the same subject, dated 12th 
December, had been received from Sir Claude Macdonald, British 
Commissioner at Old Calabar, in which he remarks that the matter 
is one of the utmost importance to the trade of the west coast, 
and there is no doubt that any serious diminution of the engage- 
ment of Kroomen would be disastrous to the trade of the Niger 
Coast Protectorate; and further saying that he has drawn the 
attention of Her Majesty’s Government to this point, and that the 
question is doubtless receiving their earnest attention. It was 
resolved that the Foreign Office should be asked for the French 
Minister’s reply, and that the latest information from the coast on 
the subject should be given to the department. 

A further letter, dated 19th January, had been received from the 
Secretary for the Colonies in reply to the last recommendations 
of the committee on the subject of amending the folded woven 
mere ordinance of Lagcs. The letter states that the time limited 

y section 3 for the sale of goods shipped before the 1st February, 
1893, will no doubt be extended if the Governor and Council of 
Lagos think it desirable ; that Lord Ripon has directed the amend- 
ment of section 18 by the reduction of the maximum penalty from 
501, to 102. ; and that the Colonial Legislature will decide whether 
to append a schedule of exemptions to the Act or to embody in 
the ordinance a list of the articles to which it applies. 

Manchester.— An ordinary meeting of the Board of Directors 
of the Manchester Chamber of Commerce was held on the 10th 
J — Sir F. Forbes Adam, vice-president, occupied the 
chair. 

In view of the successful opening to trade of the port of 
Manchester, the Board adopted the following resolution, instruct- 
ing the secretary to forward a copy of it to the directors of the 
Manchester Ship Canal :—“ The Board hereby desires to record 
“ its satisfaction that the Manchester Ship Canal has been 
‘** completed and opened for the navigation of sea-going vessels, 
** and heartily to congratulate the directors of the canal upon 
the accomplishment of their great engineering enterprise, after 
“ encountering the most formidable difficulties. The Board takes 
this opportunity of expressing the hope that the new waterway 
may prove an important commercial and financial success, and 
that it may give a powerful impetus to the development of the 
trade of this large and populous industrial district.” 

_ In the minutes of the chemical sectional committee a resolu- 
tion was submitted, to the effect that in the interest of the public 
80181, 
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_ safety the flashing-point of mineral oils, intended to be used for 
lighting and heating purposes, should be raised to 100° F. 
It was state] that the requirement, of even a higher limit was 
already in force in most continental countries. The Board 
confirmed the resolution, and ordered that. a copy should be 
sent to the Manchester and Glasgow Societies of Chemical 
Industry. 

At the instance of a member of the Chamber the attention of 
the Board was drawn to the use of the words “ flannelette” and 
“ Jinenette ” as descriptive of certain kinds of goods made entirely 
from cotton. The opinion of the Board was asked as to the 
propriety of this application of the terms in question. The 
subject was referred to tho trade and merchandise marks 
committee for its consideration and report. 


North Stuffordshire-—-A monthly meeting of the North 
Staffordshire Chamber of Commerce was held on the 17th 
January, the president, Mr. T. C. Moore, in the chair. The 
subject of costs in bankruptcy was under consideration. 


Nottingham.—A meeting of the council of the Nottingham 
Chamber of Commerce was held on the 22nd January, the 
president, Mr. Joseph Billyeald, taking the chair. 

Mr. F. Carver moved the adoption of a report of the foreign 
committee, which stated that their attention had been drawn to 
the commercial treaty which had been recently made between 
Spain and Switzerland. Under this treaty the net and lace 
trade of Nottingham would be affected, because the nets and 
laces made in Nottingham would not be admitted into those 
countries at the same rate as the products of other countries. He 
had drawn up a letter on the subject, which had been sent to 
the Right Hon. A. J. Mundella, President of the Board of 
Trade. 

The secretary having read the draft of the letter, 

Mr. Stiebel suggested that it would be the better plan to 
send the letter to the Foreign Office instead of the Board of 
Trade. 

Some discussion followed, and the report presented by 
Mr. Carver was adopted. 

The following subjects were also under consideration :—The 
metric and decimal systems, the state of the Navy, and the 
navigation of the River Trent. 

The annual meeting of the Chamber was held on the 29th 
January, the president (Mr. J. Billyeald) taking the chair. The 
secretary read the annual report, in which it was stated :—- 

“The representations made to Her Majesty’s Government by 
the Associated Chambers on matters affecting commerce have 
been numerous, and have been well received. Deputations from 
this Chamber have attended the Board of Trade on two occasions 
during the year. Much inconvenience and loss has been caused 
to manufacturers by the arbitrary action of the French Customs 
authorities in applying the tariff on bleached yarns to articles 
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made of American yarns of a light shade, thus imposing an 
excess duty of 2 francs per kile. Representations made througl 
the Foreign Office resulted in the modification of some fines 
which had been imposed, but not in a different interpretation of 
the reading of the tariff schedule. This interpretation proceeds 
from Calais, where certain manufacturers assist the Customs 
authorities by inspecting goods sent from here to France, and 
under such circumstances impartiality is hardly to be looked for, 
Still it must be regarded as unfair, for goods coming under a low 
schedule are placed in a higher one. It is to be regretted that 
the improvement in the lace trade noted in last year’s report 
was not maintained beyond the spring months, since which time 
a serious reverse has been experienced, caused mainly by the 
financial crisis and tariff reforms in the United States, the 
political disturbance in South America, Australian bank failures, 
and, further, by the great coal strike. Recent reports indicate 
strong revival in Plauen, where lace is lirgely made of a quality 
nearer approaching the real than Nottingham lace, and which, 
with the fact that lace is in favour in high quarter:, may be 
accepted as good grounds for hope that Nottingham will soon 


participate in the general demand which is likely to arise. ‘The 


council has been occupied in several matters which closely affect 
the local staple trades, such as the Merchandise Marks Act and 
designs registration, the success of which indicate that more 
‘domestic’ subjects might probably be brought under the notice 
of the Chamber with advantage to local interests. 

** Negotiations between this country and Spain tor a new 
commercial treaty are now in progress, and it is hoped they may 
be conducted to a successful issue. 

“ A case of great importance to all traders and particularly to 
the hosiery trade, has bsen decided during the past year at the 
instance of this Chamber on the question of the application of 
false trade descriptions to goods on sale.* The case excited 
widespread interest amongst traders generally, and the council 
have reason to believe that it has already exercised and will 
continue to exercise a must beneficial effect in the correct 
labelling and description of goods in the future.” 


Sheffield —A meeting of the council of the Sheffield Chamber 
of Commerce was held on the 18th January, Alderman W. H. 
Brittain presiding. 

Reports were received from Mr. Howard Vincent dealing 
with British trade in the Argentine Republic, Chili, and Peru. 
They were considered, and it was decided to communicate them 
to the press, 

Certain sugzestions to the amendment of the Factory Act, 
which were considered at a previous meeting of the council, were 


* A full report of this case a red on pages 526-7 of the Board of Trade 
Journal for November last. 
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gain brought up, and the report of the Chief Inspector of 

actories, which has been prepared by a sub-committee, was 
considered and adopted. The secretary was directed to transmit 
the decision to Mr. Sprague Oram, Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector 
of Factories. 


A communieation from the Foreign Office was read, from. 


which it appeared that the Government of Spain had decided to 
continue the most-favoured-nation treatment to British goods 
until the Cortes should have met and discussed the conventicns, 
and submitted them for Royal sanction. 

The annual meeting of the Sheffield Chamber was held on the 
30th January, the president (Alderman W. H. Brittain) in the 
chair. 


Paris British CuamBer oF ComMeRcE.—Sir Edward 
Blount presided at the annual general meeting of the British 
Chamber of Commerce in Paris, which took place on Friday, 
February 2nd. The annual reports of the hon. secretary, 
Mr. Longhurst, and the hon. treasurer, Mr. Sturrock, were read 
and adopted. Sir Edward Blount, on behalf of the meeting, 
thanked these gentlemen for the services they had rendered the 
Chamber. 

In accordance with the rules of the Chamber, certain members 
of the board retiring by rotation were elected for 1894. 
~ At the close of the general meeting a vote of thanks to Sir 
Edward Blount on his retirement from the presidency was 


_ carried. 


A board meeting was held subsequently, when Mr. Sydney 
Arnold was elected president; Mr. T. Longhurst was re-elected 
hon. secretary, and Mr. G. D. Sturrock, hon. treasurer. 
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XVITIIL—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1. Census of England and Wales (53 & 54 Vict. c. 61.), 1891. 
Index to the Population Tables of England and Wales. (C— 
7216.) Price 1s. 9d. 

This is an Index to the various volumes relating to the Census 
of England and Wales. The population in 1891 of every place 
separately set out in the population tables is given in the Index, 
as well as the name of the county and of the registration 
district, and the reference number to the registration district, 
and to tke sub-district in the case of civil parishes, in which 
such place is situated. It is stated that the name of the county 
given in column 2 of the present Index relates in most cases to 
the administrative county, but in the case of ecclesiastical parishes 
and of Parliamentary areas it indicates the ancient county. 


2. Royal Commission on Labour, The Agricultural Labourer. 
Vol. JIL. Scotland. Part III. Indexes (Analytical and 
General) to the Reports of the Assistant Agricultural Commis- 
stoners contained in Vol. IIl., Parts I. and II. (C.—6894.— 
XVII.) Price 4d. 


In an introductory note to the present issue it is stated that 
indexes on a similar plan, covering the information obtained b 
the Assistant Commissioners with regard to the whole of England, 
have been published in Part VII. of Volume I. Indexes of a 
similar character have been published with the volumes of reports 
on Ireland and Wales, with certain modifications rendered 
necessary by the different character of the information obtained. 
It was impossible to incorporate the analytical with the general 
index, as the general index would have been made too bulky if 
details on the most important subjects had been admitied into it. 

The object of the general index is to show where information 
upon any particular topic is to be found; the object of the 
analytical index is to give a synopsis of the information con- 
tained in the reports of the Assistant Commissioners on the 
main heads of the inquiry set out in the instructions to the 
Assistant Agricultural Commissioners. 


3. Royal Commission on Labour. The Agricultural Labourer. 
Vol. I. England. Part VII. Indexes (Analytical and General) 
to the Reports of the Assistant Agricultural Commissioners con- 
tained in Vol. I., Parts I. to VI. (C—6894.—XIII_) Price 84d. 


The same remarks as those given above under the heading ot 
Vol. III. apply to the Vol. I. of these indexes. ‘The present 
volume gives indexes, both analytical and general, to the various 
reports of the Assistant Agricultural Commissioners on the state 
of the Agricultural Labourer in England. 
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4. Royal Commission on Labour, Indexes. Volume LT. Index 
to the Evidence taken before Groups A., B., and C. Trades. 
Part IT. Group B. (C.—7063.—V.—A.) Price 9d. 

This is the second volume of the index of the evidence taken 
before the Commission, namely, that relating to the trades inves- 
tigated by the Commission, Considerations connected with the 


- printing have made it necessary to divide the volume into three 


parts, corresponding to Groups A., B., and C. 

The present index to Group B. refers to various trades, such as 
cabdrivers, canal and riverside workers, carters and draymen, 
fishing, omnibuses and tramways, railways, shipping, &., &. 


5. Statistical Abstract for the several Colcnial and other 


- Possessions of the United Kingdom in each Year from 1878 to 


1892. Thirtieth Number. (C—7144.) Price 9d. 


This is one of the three statistical abstracts prepared and issued 
annually ky the Board of Trade, the other two relating respec- 
tively to the United Kingdom and to foreign countries. ‘The 

esent issue of the Colonial Abstract gives the information 
relating to the Colonial Possessions of the United Kingdom in 
the same form in which it has been given in previous numbers, 
the total trade of each colony with every country of commercial 
impoitance being shown in most cases up to the end of the year 
1892. An abstract of the rates of import duties on the principal 
articles on which such duties are levied in each Colonial Posseesion 
is also appended. 


6. Tramways (Street and Road). Return of Street and Road 
Tramways authorised by Parliament, showing the Amount of 
Capital Authorised, Paid up, and Expended, the Length of Tram- 
way authorised, and the Length Open for the Public Conveyance of 
Passengers, down to the 30th day of June 1893 ; the Gross Receipts, 
Working Exrpenditure,and Net Receipts ; the Number of Passengers 
Conveyed, and the Number of Miles Run by Cars, during the year 
ending the 30th day of June 1893 ; together with the Number of 
Horses, Engines, and Cars at that Date. (In continuation of 
Parliamentary Paper, No. 7, of Session 2,1892). 400. Price 3d. 


© This is the annual issue of this return which is prepared by 
the Board of ‘I'rade and relates to the year ending the 30th of 
June 1893. It shows that the total paid-up capital of the 30th 


of June 1893 was 13,708,(00/., as compared with a total of 
.13,571,000/. at the same date in 1892. The total length of line 
-open in 1893 was 960 miles, as compared with a total of 946 


miles in 1892. The total number of j assengers carried in 1893 
was 598,289,509, az compared with 581,678,546 in 1892. The 
gross receipts were 3,606,095/, against 3,531,4311. in 1892; 
the working expenses 2,837,446/. in 1893 and 2,853,356l. in 
1892 ; while the net receipts amounted to 768,649/. in 1893 and 
to 678,0751. in 1892. In a note it is stated that the figures 
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relating to capital have, in r.cent years, been affected by the 
transfer of old undertakings to new companies with reduced 
capital, and by certain other re-arrangements, in addition to 
failure to furnish returns in some cases. 


7. Pauperism (England and Wales), Return (B.). Paupers 
relieved on 1st July 1893. 103(B.—I) Price 6d. 


This periodical return prepared by the Local Government 
Board shows the state of pauperism in each of the 648 unions and 
parishes in England and Wales on the let July 1893, and contains 
also summary tables for a series of years. 

The number of paupers relieved on the above date was 753,946, 
or 2°5 per cent. of the 

In reference to a table showing the total number of paupers in 
each year from 1858 to 1893, it is stated that although the 
number of paupers relieved on the Ist July 1493 was, notwith- 
standing the growth of population, considerably smaller than the 
number relieved on the same Jay in any year from 1858 to 1874, 
it was larger than in 10 out of the 18 years from 1875 to 1892. 
The proportion which the number of paupers on Ist July 1893 
bore to the population was smaller than in any year, except the 
two immediately preceding it. 


8. Pauperism (England and Wales). Return (A.). Comparative 
Statement of Pauperism. October 1893. 103 (A.—IX.) Price 2d. 


This is the monthly statement issued by the Local Government 
Boaid. It shcws that the number of persons (excluding lunatics 
in asylums and licensed houses, and vagrants) who were relieved 
on the last day in each week of the month of October was as 
follows :—First week, 686,410; second week, 689,503; third 
week, 693,128; fourth week, 698,144 ; fifth week, 702,237. 

‘The number of paupers in receipt of relief in October 1893 
does not compare favourably with the number relieved in recent 
years. Jt was, however, notwith-tanding the increase in popula- 
tion, smaller in each wek than the number relieved in the 
corresponding month in 25 out of the 36 preceding years. 


9. Pauperism (Enaland and Wales). Return (A.), Comparative 
Statement of Pauperism. November 1893. 103 (A.—X.) Price 2d, 


This s‘atement shows that the number of persons (excluding 
lunatics in asylums and licensed houses, and vagrants) who were 
relieved in England and Wales on the last day in each week of 
November was as follows :—First week, 709,701; second week, 
715,914; third week, 723,377 ; fourth week, 726,951. 

The number of paupers in receipt of relief in November 1893 
does not compare favourably with the number relieved in recent 
years, as it was, larger in each week than in 12 out.of the 18 
years from 1875, and in some of the weeks of the month than in 
three others of those years. It was, however, notwithstanding 
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the increase in population, smaller in each week than the number 
relieved in the corresponding month in any year from 1857 to 
1874. 


10. Administration Report on the Railways in India for 
1892-93 by Lieut.-Colonel R. A. Sargeaunt, R.E., Director- 
General of Railways. (C—7,067.) Price 5s. 3d. 


This return gives the detailed account of the railways of India 
in 1892-93, The report states that the following lengths of new 
line were opened for public traffic from ist April 1892 to 31st 
March 1893 : 


| Standard 


| 
| 


Total. 


| Gauge. 


Metre | Special 
Gauge. | Gauges. 


| 


The total mileage under each gauge opened during the previous 
year was as follows :— 


Standard Metre 


Special 
Gauge. Gauge.’ 


Gauges. 


| 
i 
Miles - 65} 612} | 6773 


The total length of railway open on 31st March 1893 was as 
follows :— 


| 
Standard Metre Special 
Gauge. | Gauge. Gauges. Total. 
Miles. Miles. Miles. Miles. 
State lines worked by companies - | 3,493} 51324 — 8,626 
State lines worked by the State - | 3,558} 1,281 28} 4,868} 
Lines worked by gumanteed com- 
panies - -| 2,586} 2,586} 
Assisted companies 183; 163} 51 398 
Lines owned by native states and | | 
worked by companies =~ - | 399} 1212 713 593 
-Lives owned by native states and 
worked by State railway agency | 124 _ _ 124 
Lines owned and worked by native | 
states - 693} 94 787 
Foreign lines - | — 583 58¢ 
Total - - | 10,3453 7,451} 245 18,042 


In addition to ithe above, there were in existence on the same 
date 53}* miles of steam tramways outside municipal limits. 


* Includs3 the mileage of the Cherra-Companyganj and Thatén-Duyinzdik Rail- 
ways which, for administrative purposes, are now treated as tramways. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
i = | 
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The total length of rai'way open at the end of the previous 
year was as follows :— 


| Standard | Metre Special 

| Gauge. Gauge. | Gauges. Total. 
Miles - - - | 10,1033 7,171? | 2883 | 17,564 


Cost——Including unfinished lines, the total capital expenditure 


on all railways up to the 31st December 1892, amounted to Rs. 
234,08 lakhs. thus :— 


| 
Standard | Metre Special | Unclassified Total 
Gauge. | Gauge. Gauges. | Expenditure. pom 
| Rs. | Rs. | Rs. Rs. Rs. 
Lakhs ° | 176,53 | 55,76 | 82 | 97 234,08 


Tn addition to this, Rs. 89 lakhs were expended on collieries, 
surveys completed and in progress, and interest on capital, which 
in the case of the Bengal and North-Western, the Delhi- Umballa- 
Kalka, and the Rohilkund and Kumaon Railways was charged 
to the capital account of these lines during construction, making 
up the total expenditure on railways under all heads to Rs. 234,97 
lakhs. Of this, the capital outlay on open lines, including 
suspense accounts, amounted to :— 


| 
| Standard Metre | Special 
et | Gauge. | Gauge. | Gauges. Total. 
— | 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
Lakhs - 172,23 54,12 78 (227,13 


The average cost per mile of railway open was as follows :— 


Standard Gauge. Metre Gauge. | Special Gauges. 
Rs. Rs. Rs. 
1,62,893 71,119 31,252 


The cost per mile of single track, including sidings, being :— 


Standard Gauge. 


Metre Gauge. Special Gauges. 


| | 
Rs. Rs. Rs. 
1,25,256 63,256 


234 


RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


[Heb. 1894. 


Gross Earnings—The gross earnings during the calendar 
year were Rs. 23,22,92,811, against Rs. 24,04,02,790 durin 
1891, as follows :-— 


Standard Special 
aoe Gage. Metre Gauge. Gauges. Total. 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
1891 - 7 - | 18,40,61,732 5,50,10,874 13,30,184 | 24,04,02,790 
1892 - | 17,32,98,271 | 5,77,19,986 12,74,554 | 23,22,92.811 
Difference - | —1,07,63,461 | + 27,09,112 | —55,630 | —81,09,979 


Of the total gross earnings 


during 1892, 74°60 per cent. were 


earned by the standard gauge lines, 24°85 per cent. by the metre 
gauge, and the balance, 0°55 per cent., by the special gauge lines. 


Passenger Traffic—The number of passengers carried, as 
compared with the previous year, was as fol!ows :— 


Standard Special 
Gauge. Mates Guage. Gauges. Total. 
No. No. No. No. 
1891 - - -| 80,335,272 | 41,596,129 923,876 | 122,855,337 
1892 - ~ 83,577,278 43,083,330 796,305 127,456,913 
Difference - | 48,242,006 | +1,487,141 — 127,571 + 4,601,576 


Excluding the traffic of the special gauge lines, the total 


quantity of general merchandise carried was 16,147,534 tons, 
or 3°80 per cent. less than in 1891, and the freight received 
aggregated Rs. 12,69,45,106, being less by 5°57 per cent. The 
decrease was due to the exceptional traffic of 1891, chiefly in 
wheat and seeds booked to Calcutta, Bombay, and Kurrachee for 
export. Including materials and stores carried for home lines, 
military stores, and coal and live stock for the public, the gross 
weight lifted showed an increase of 214,626 tons, or 0°83 per 
cent., with a decrease in the earnings of Rs. 83,02,443, or 5°34 
per cent, 

Working Expenses——The total working expenses amounted to 
Rs. 10,90,00,057, against Rs. 11,30,38,471 im the previous year, 
as follows :— 


Metre Gauge. Total. 
: Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
1891 - | 8,31,03,801 | 2,90,82,250 8,52,420 | 11,30,38,471 
1892 7,90,14,196 | 2,92,51,951 7,33,910 | 10,90,00,057 
Difference - -| —40,89,605| +1,69,701| —1,18,510| —40,38,414 


| 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| | 
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Net Earnings.—The net earnings realised were Re. —s 92,754, 
against Rs, 12,73,64,319 in 1891, as under :— 


Standard Special 
-_-— Gauge. Metre Gauge. Gauges. Total. 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
1891 ~ - | 10,09,57,931 2,59,28,624 4,77,764 | 12,78,64,319 
1892 . - - 9,42,84,075 2,84,68,035 5,40,644 | 12,32,92,754 
Difference - - — 66,73,856 + 25,39,411 + 62,880 — 40,71,565 


The return on the capital expenditure on open lines, including 
steamboat service and suspense accounts, compare as follows :— 


Standard | Metre Special | Average of 

Gauge. Gauge. | Gauges. | all Lines. 
1891 - - - 5°98 5°04 5°42 5°76 
1892 - ~ ~ - 5°47 5°26 6°92 5°43 


Financial Results—It must, however, be borne in mind that 
this represents only the statistical result of working. The 
financial results to the State of working the Indian railways for 
1892-93 are not yet accurately known, but the following statement 
gives the figures of the revised estimate for 1892-93 as compared 
with the actual figures for the preceding year. 


1891-92. 1892-93. 
Losses— Rs. Rs. 
Guaranteed railways - - - 31,839,706 75,74,000 
State lines leased to eumppaten, open and un- 
open - - 45,238,660 72,31,000 
State railways, military, open - - - 56,63,000 57,42,760 
State railways, military, unopen - - ~ 2,16,220 3,76,000 
State railways, commercial, unopen - - - 16,82,426 29,67,000 
1,52,25,012 | 2,88,90,760 
Gains— 
East Indian railway - - 95,71,139 67,27,000 
State railways, commercial, open - - 39,389,720 5,72,760 
1,35,10,850 | 72,99,760 
Apparent net loss - 17,14,162 | 1,65,91,000 
Add—Charges debited to— 
Guaranteed railways, land and supervision - 1,92,560 2,99,000 
Subsidised railways, land, interest, and sub- 
sidies - - 331,298 3,19,000 
Miscellaneous railway expenditure 9,20,597 | —1,01,000 
Total apparent loss - 31,58,617 | 1,71,08,000 
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The interest charges for the East Indian, Eastern Bengal 
(State), and North-Western (State) Railways for 1891-92, how- 
ever, include annuities paid in England, which comprise a con- 
tribution of about 31 lakhs of rupees for sinking funds that will 
redeem the capital at the expiry of the periods for which the 
annuities are to run, so that on the whole the loss to the State 
during that year in its cunnection with the entire Indian railway 
system may be taken at less than 1 lakh of rupees. In the same 
way the figures for 1892-93 contain a similar contribution on 
account of sinking funds, which amounts to about 35} lakhs, so 

_that the net loss to the State in that year will probably be about 
135} lakhs of rupees. 

If interest on lines under construction were excluded from the 
above figures, the gains and losses to the State in its connection 
with the entire Indian railway system in 1891-92 would be a net 
gain of about 184 lakhs, and in 1892-93 the results would show 
a net loss of about 98 lakhs of rupees. 

The unfavourable results in 1892-93, as compared with 
1891-92, are chiefly due to the very heavy fall in exchange 
which took place during the year. 

The loss on guarante2d railways is mainly attributable to the 
comparatively high rate at which the guaranteed interest has 
to be paid. Under its contracts with guaranteed railway com- 
panies, the State has to pay interest at the guaranteed rates until 
the contracts terminate, and it is consequently unable to obtain 
any advantage from the increasingly easy condition of the money 
market ; that is to say, where the State could now raise money at 

a little over 3 per cent. to pay off loans raised at higher rates of 
interest, it has still to continue to pay interest at or near the high 
average rate of 48 per cent. on the capital raised by the 
guaranteed companies ; and now, owing to the fall in exchange, 
the amount of rupees which have to be remitted to England to 

ay the sterling interest charges is equivalent to a payment of 
interest of over 7°6 per cent. on the total capital raised converted 
at par. 

Had silver remained at par the interest in 1891-92 would have 
been Rs. 2,15,13,299, and the guaranteed railways would have 
shown a surplus of Rs. 60,41,293 in that year. ‘Chis measures 
the effect of the fall of the price of silver in connection with the 
one item of payment of interest. 


11, Railway Accidents. Returns of Accidents and Casualties 
as reported to the Board of Trade by the several Railway 
Companies in the United Kingdom during the Nine Months ending 
30th September 1893, tagether with Reports of the Inspecting 
Officers of the Railway Department to the Board of Trade upon 
Certain Accidents which were inquired into. (C—7245.) 
Price 104d. 

During the nine months under review there were reported 
25 collisions between passenger trains or parts of passenger trains, 
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by which 82 passengers and 5 servants were injured ; 24 collisions 
between passenger trains and goods or mineral trains, &c., by 
which 121 passengers and 9 servants were injured; 11 collisions 
between goods trains or parts of goods trains, by which 10 servants 
were injured ; 1 case of 4 train coming in contact with projections 
from other trains travelling on parallel lines, by which 1 servant 
was killed and 3 passengers were injured ; 44 cases of passenger 
trains or parts of passenger trains leaving the rails, by which 
15 passengers and 5 servants were killed and 77 passengers and 
11 servants were injured ; 10 cases ef goods trains or parts of 
goods trains leaving the rails, by which 1 servant was killed and 
2 were injured; 4 cases of trains or engines travelling in the 
wrong direction through points, by which 1 passenger and 1 
servant were injured; 20 cases of trains running into stations or 
sidings at too high a speed, by which 111 passengers and 5 
servants were injured ; 115 cases of trains running over cattle*. 
or other obstructions on the line, by which one person was killed 
and 8 passengers and other persons were injured; 27 cases of 
trains running through gates at level crossings, by which 1 
passenger was killed and 1 passenger and 1 servant were injured ; 
2 cases of the bursting of tubes of engines by which 1 seivant was 
injured; 5 cases of the failure of machinery, springs, &c., of 
engines, by which 2 servants were injured ; 381 failures of tyres, 
by which 2 passengers and 1 servant were injured; 15 failures 
of couplings, by which 1 passenger and 5 servants were injured ; 
and 2 other accidents by which 3 passengers and 3 se:vants were 
injured. 


12. Twenty-Ninth detailed Annual Report of the Registrar- 
General (Ireland) containing a general abstract of the numbers of 
Marriages, Births, and Deaths registered in Ireland during the 
Year 1892. (C—7255.) Price 1s. 7d. 


In the general summary to the present report the Registrar- 
General for Ireland states that the marriages registered in Ireland 
during the year 1892 number 21,530 ; the births 104,234 ; and the 
deaths 90,044. ‘The marriage rate was slightly above the avcrage 
for the preceding ten years; the birth rate showed a small decline 
and the death rate was not only above the average, but was also 
the highest rate for any year except two (1879 and 1880), since 
registration was established in 1864. 

The recorded natural increase of population, or excess of Lirths 
over deaths, was 14,190; the loss by emigraticn amounted to 
50,867 ; there would thus appear to have been a decrease of 
36,677 in the population during the year, but against a portion 
of this decrease there is a set-off in immigration, of which no cfficial 
record has been obtained. The estimated population in the middle 
of the year was 4,638,169. 


_ * During the six months, 29 horses, 26 beasts and cows, 74 sheep, 3 donkeys, 1 
Re. and 1 goat were run over and killed, and 2 horses, 2 beasts, and 4 sheep were 
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The following statement shows for each year from 1882 to 1892 
the estimated population, the number of marriages, births, and 
deaths registered, and the number of emigrants enumerated, with | 
the rates per 1,000 of the estimated population represented there- 
by, and the averages for the 10 years 1882-91. ; 


Number of | Rate per 1,000 of Estimated . 


Numbers Registered. Emigrants Population. 
Population | asreturned 

Years. by the 

= Mar- Enume- | Mar- Emi- 

each Year. riages. Births. Deaths.) rators, | riages. Births. | Deaths.’ grants. 
1882 5,101,018 | 22,029 | 122,648 | 88,500 89,136 4°32 24°0 17°3 17°5 
1883 5,023,811 | 21,368 | 118,163 | 96,228 108,724 4°25 23°5 19°2 21°6 
1884 4,974,561 | 22,585 | 118,875 | 87,154 75,863 4°54; 23°9] 27°65 | 15°2 


1885 4,988,588 | 21,177 | 115,951 | 90,712 62,034 4°29; 28°5) 12°6 
1886 4,905,895 | 20,594 | 113,927 | 87,292 63,135 4°20; 23°2| 17°8| 12°9 


1887 _ 4,857,119 | 20,945 | 112,400 | 88,585 82,928 4°31 23°1 18°2 71 
1888 4,801,312 | 20,060 | 109,557 | 85,892 78,684 4°18 22°8 17°9 16°4 
1889 4,757,385 | 21,521 107,841 82,908 70,477 4°52 22°7 17°4 14'8 


1890 4,717,959 | 20,990 | 105,254 | 85,850 61,313 4°45 22°3 18°2 13°0 
1891 4,681,248 | 21,475 | 108,116 | 85,999 59,623 4°59 23°1 18°4| 12°7 


4°37 23°2] 18°0; 15°4 


1892 4,638,169 | 21,530 | 104,234 | 90,044 | 50,867 4°64 | 22°5) 19°4] 


| | 

| 

| 

| 

| | 

| 

| 

| 

| 

-— 

| 
| 
| 
| 
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XIX.—QUARANTINE NOTICES. 


Russta.—Her Majesty’s Consul at Odessa in a report to the 
Foreizn Office dated the 5th January states that he is now 
issuing clean bills of health to vessels leaving that port. 


SwepEN.—The Swedish Board of Trade have declared the 
following places free from cholera, viz. :—The Russian province of 
Livonia, The Canary Islands, Seneyal in Africa. 


DENMARK.—The precautionary sanitary measures against 
Russian ports of the Baltic and Gulf of Finland, Dutch ports and 
Naples, are abolished. 


Spain.—Arrivals from Namur (Belgium) are subjected to 
three days’ observation whatever their date of departure. 

Free pratique is granted to arrivals from Tripoli of Barbary, 
Syracuse, Trapani (Sicily), Teneriffe, Odessa, Messina, Palermo, 
and La Guayra. 

Arrivals from Pacific coast, from Cape St. Eugene (California) 
to Cape San Lorenzo (Kcuador) inclusive are declare foul. 


PorrugaL.—Saigon, Teneriffe, and all other ports in the 
Canary Islands are declared free from cholera. 


GiBRALTAR.—The quarantine on arrivals from Teneriffe 
Tripoli, Salonica and Odessa is removed. 


Irauy.—The sanitary precautious agaiast arrivals from Belgian 
and Dutch ports, and German ports on the North Sea and the 
Elbe are abolished. 
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TurkEy.—All quarantine restrictions on arrivals from Sicily, 
Odessa, Trebizond, Salonica, and Tripoli Barbary a:e suppressed. 
Departures from Constantinople to Ottoman Black Sea and 
Mediterranean ports must undergo 24 hours’ observation. Pas- 
— to Europe by rail undergo medical visit at Chataldja. 

The medical visit imposed on arrivals from Italy and Tunis is 


suppressed. 


GreEce.—Medical inspection is substituted for quarantine on 
arrivals from Turkish ports, except Constantinople, Salonica, 
Trebizond, and Sinope, from Catania and Palermo, from Leghorn, 
Naples, Bay of Naples, Tunisian ports, Hamburg, Antwerp, 
Amsterdam, and Rotterdam. 

The quarantine on arrivals from Austria-Hungary is abolished. 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
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XX.—POST OFFICE NOTICES, 


Marts ror Brazin AND THE River PLATE (vid 
SouTHAMPTON). 


The Royal Mail Company’s packets for Brazil and the River 
Plate, which formerly left Southampton on alternate Thursdays, 
will henceforth leave that port on alternate Fridays, dating from 
the 26th of January. 

The mails (including parcel mails for Uruguay and the Argen- 
tine Republic) will be despatched from London to Southampton 
on the morning of that day, and of alternate Fridays thereafter ; 
and supplementary mails (parcels excepted) will leave London on 
the following morning in each case, on the chance of overtaking 
the packet at Lisbon. 

Correspondence intended to be sent vid Lisbon should be 
specially so superscribed. 


Maits ror Accra, Lagos, Brass, Bonny, OPOBO, AND 
New CaaBar. 


Mails for Accra, Lagos, Brass, Bonny, Opobo, and New 
Calabar, are despatched regularly by the direct steamers leaving 
Liverpool on alternate Wednesdays, counting from the 31st 
of January, for the South-west coast of Africa. ‘These vessels 
afford a quicker means of transit to the places in question than 
the Saturday packets from Liverpool. 

Correspondence for Accra and Lagos will not be forwarded by 
the packets leaving Liverpool on the Saturdays immediately 
preceding the Wednesday departures unless specially superscribed 
with the name of the Saturday steamer ; nor will correspondence 
for Brass, Bonny, Opobo, or New Calabar be sent by any of the 
Saturday steamers from Liverpool unless similarly superscribed.. 


INsURANCE OF FoREIGN PARCELs. 


Parcels for the under-mentioned foreign countries can be 
insured :— 


Austria-Hungary Holland 

Belgium Italy (vid Belgium) 
Cameroons, Montenegro 

Denm irk Roumania 

Egypt (vid Gibraltar) Sweden 

Germany Switzerland (vid Belgium) 


The insured parcels will have all the safeguards of the 
registration system; and, subject to the necessary regulations, 
compensation will be paid if they are lost or damaged. 


80181. H 
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XXI.—STATISTICAL TABLES. 


I.—Foreten Trapt or THE Unitep Kinepom. 
SraTeEMENT of the Imports into and of the Exports from the 
Unitep KineGpom during the Month ended 31st January 1894, 
compared with the corresponding period of the year 1893. 
Monti ENDED 3lsr JANUARY. 
I. Imports From ForREIGN CoUNTRIES AND BritisH PossEsstons. 


Month ended 
January 
Increase. | Decrease, 
1894, 1893. 
£ £ £ 
I. Animals, living (for food) - - 478,795 437,422 41,373 — 
/ II. (A.) Articles of food and dink, duty 
free - | 11,196,174 | 70,228,593 967,581 
(B.) Articles of food and drink, duti- 
able - | 1,958,792 | 7,887,867 76,931 
Tobacco, dutiable - - 175,209 285,464 110,255 
III. Metals - - 1,726,970 | 7,550,795 176,845 
IV. and tanning | 
Cus - - 665,342 604,297 61,045 
VI. Raw materials for textile | 11,883,227 8,844,783 2,038,444 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries 
i and manufactures - 2,752,124 2,246,917 505,213 — 
} VIII. Manufactured articles - - - 5,164,985 4,880,044 284,944 ti 
TX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - -| 1,634,200 | 7,062,587 371,613 
(B.) Parcel post. 59,758 92,103 32,350 


Total Value 38,458,613 | 33,726,470 5,332,143 -- 


il II. Exrorts or Britisu anp Irish Propuce anp MANUFACTURE. 


£ £ £ 

I, Animals, living - - - 23,276 18,644 4,635 
II. Articles of food and drink - 788,779 715,858 73,421 
ILL. Raw materials - 1,718,760 1,259,095 459,065 


IV. Articles manufactured and manu- 
factured, viz. :— 


(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics a) 8,877,521 8,611,666 265,855 _- 
(B.) Metals and articles manufactured 


therefrom (except machinery) 2,077,815 | 2,639,783 544,968 
(C.) Machinery and millwork - 967,519 952,234 15,285 
(D.) Apparel and articles of personal use 831,111 876,708 = 45,591 
(E.) Chemicals and chemical and medi- 
cinal preparations - 720,019 728,274 8,255 
) other articles, manu- 
red or partly manufactured 2,068,539 | 2,762,905 - 94,366 


| Total Value 18,151,880 | 18,096,079 125,861 


UT. or ForreiGN anp CoLoniAL Propvuce. 


£ £ 


| 
86 
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II.—Corn Prices. 


Rerurn of the Quantities and Average Prices of Britisa 
Corn, Imperial Measur®, as received frum the Inspectors and 
Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods, 


Periods. Wheat. | Barley. Oats. 
Quantities sold. 
Qrs. bus. | Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. 
Week ended 6th January 1894 - 25,681 3 | 52,223 1 8,737 4 
-| 48,655 4 78,336 2 14,223 3 
» Ses " -| 61,415 4 | 102,668 5 17,038 5 
” 63,207 0 87,931 7 23,205 4 
| 
January 1894 - 198,909 3 821,159 63,205 0 
Corresponding month in 1893 - | 247,476 0 | 513,826 3 69,799 7 
1892 - | 295,772 5 | 594,641 7 70,297 O 


Average Prices. 


Week ended 6th January 1894 = - 26 4 28 10 17 8 
« 26 4° 28 10 18 0 

26 3 29 2 18 0 

» Sth 26 1 18 0 
January 1894 - . - 26 3 28 11 17 11 
December 1893 - - 26 28 11 18 4 
November - 27 3 29 41 18 
October _,, 7 29 4 18 0 
September ,, - - - 26 3 27 6 179 
August - 26 2 23 2 19 14 
July - - 24 a1 7 
June ~ - 27 1 93 5 2 8 
May ” = = - 26 8 23 8 19 5 
March 24 10 18% @ 
February » - - - 25 9 25 7 179 
January 1893 - - ~ 26 3 25 4 16 11 
» 1892 - - 35 4 29 2 20 6 

» 1891 - - 32 8 6 17 9 

» 1899 - 30 1 31 6 18 4 


| 
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18)4. 


Return of Numbers, Nationauities, and Destinations of the 
Passencrers that left the Unirev Kinepom for out of 
Evrore during the Month ended 31st January 1894, compared 
with the corresponding Month of the previous Year. 


| 
All | 
ma United Austral- | of Good | 
Nationalities. States, | North asia. |Hopeand| other | Total. 
Month ended 31st January 1854. 
English - gic 316 665 | 779 || 4,551 
| 
| 
Irish 355 13 | 41 68 | 475 
Total of British origin 2,538 $29 | 776 902 «937 | 5,502 
| 
Foreigners -| 1,305 103- 6 231 | 130 | 1,775 
Nationalities not — 5 274 |, 279 
Total 3,843 | 437 782 1,133 «1,861 7,553 
| 
Month ended 31st January 1893. 
English . - -| 8,082 407 804 690 690 5,067 
Scotch - 487 4 104 95 144 778 
Irish - - 873 18 69 6 26 992 
Total of British origin -| 49392 420 791 857 7487 
Foreigners - -| 4,982 493 30 208 173 2,086 
Nationalities not distinguished 285 285 
Total - : -| 5,574 18 1,007 999 4,315 9,808 


Nors.—The above figures, being made _> at the nga possible date after the close of each 
month, are subject to correction in the Annual Return 


nt 


i 
| I 
| 
q 
| 
i 
| 
2 
| 
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IV.—ALIEN IMMIGRATION—JANUARY 1894. 


SraTemENT showing the Numser of Acrens ihat arrived from the ContINENT at Ports* 
in the Unrrep Krncpom, during the Month of January 1894, compared with the 
corresponding Period of the previous Year. 


(Compiled from the Atnen Lists received by the Customs under Act 
6 Will. 4. ¢. 11. sect, 2.) 


Uamburg, Rotterdam, | Gothenburg. Other 
Bremen, and | Amsterdam, | a Dieppe. Continental Total. 
Bremerhaven. and Antwerp. Christiansand.| Ports. é 
| 
1894. | 7893. | 1894. | 1893. | 1894. | 7893. | 1894. | 7893. | 1894. | 7993. | 1894. | 7898. 
Month ended 31st January. 
Aliens not stated to be en 
route to America: t : 
Arrived at London - $20 144 199 66 110| - - 58 87 687 893 
» Grimsby - 2% 31 — ~ 23 24 68 | 287 
Hull - - 67 7 29| 47 71 | — - 57 56 224; 282 
‘Tyne Ports - 8 8 8 16 179 | 182; — 103 109; 3810 
Leith 21 29 33 - 18 4 72 52 
» Other ports-| 93] #| se| —| — | 272] 309 


oon 
Total -  -| s30| 197| 455| 3:9] 4os| 531] | $2,298 | t2,096 


Aliens en route to America: 


Arrived at Grimsby - 208 139 287 55 | 2 pa 85 205 526 
Warf] | 87 
Hull 6 13 17 184 758 92 208 299 | 1,072 
Leith - - 106 196 84 24 4 214 208 
Other Ports - 


263! 876} 29| — | — 


Total - - 169 417 148 247 819 | 7,800 


Totalof Aliens en route and i 


of aliens not stated to be 692 947 640 578 694 | 1,778 339 403 679 740 | 3,044 | 3,836 


en route to Americat - 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Note.—The above Return is in continuation of similar returns for previous years, but for convenience of reference 
the grouping of the foreign ports from which the immigrants come has been amended. The number of immigrants 
arriving at Newhaven, hitherto shown in foot-notes, is now shown in the Table, it being now possible to make a 
comparison month by month with the previous year. 

* The ports from which Alien Lists are received are Aberdeen, Belfast, Bristol, Dover, Dublin, Folkestone, 
Glasgow, Goole, Grangemouth, Granton, Greenock, Grimsby, Harwich, Hull, Kirkealdy, Leith, Liverpool, London, 
Middlesbrough, Newcastle, Newhaven, North Shields, South Shields, Southampton, Sunderland, and West 
Hartlepool. The lists received from Dover, Folkestone, Harwich, Newhaven, and Southampton show only deck 
passengers, an:l persons who, after landing, proceed by train as third-class passengers, ‘i i 

t The distinction made in this Return between “ Aliens not stated to be en route to America,” and “ Aliens en 
rou America,” is due to the fact that the great majority of aliens who arrive from Continental ports are 
reported to be on the way to America, and it is considered desirable to record this fact. But it is not thereby 
implied that the“ Aliens not stated to be en route to America” come to this country for settlement, there being in 

a large emigration of foreigners from this country, while many of the aliens arriving from Continental ports 
= to ib Continent. (See Annual Report on Emigration and Immigration, No, 138, Sess. 1893, and Monthly 
migration Returns.) 

t The number of sailors included with the aliens who arrived at ports in the United Kingdom not en route to 
America in the month of January 1894 was 796, and 725 in the same month of 1893, 


i 
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| V.--BanKrurtcy.—ENGLAND AND WALEs. 
of Recervinc Orvers Gazerrep in the under-mentioned 
i Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupa- 
tions. 
January 
1894. 1893. 
No. No. 
Total gazetted - 437 409 
H Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa- : 
tions :— 
Publicans and hotel &e. - 34 34 
Builders = - - - 28 22 
Grocers, &e. 25 28 
Farmers - - 25 27 
Bakers - 16 13 
Boot and shoe monafactarens ana dealers - 14 10 
Drapers, aberdashers, &e. - 10 5 
| Greengrocers, fruiterers, &c. - ~ 8 9 
j Clothiers, outfitters, &c. - 8 4 
Cabinet-makers and upholsterers 6 
Decorators, painters, plumbers, &c. . ~ 5 6 
Coal and coke merchauts and dealers - - 5 3 
} Furniture dealers and makers 5 4 
Ironmongers - - - - 5 1 
Confectioners - - - 5 1 
Carriage, &c. builders - - - 5 si 
Officersin Army - 5 
Jewellers, importers, silversmith 
&e. - 4 3 
Carpenters and. joiners - - - 4 6 
Provision merchants, &c. - - 4 8 
Tobacconists, &c. - - 4 6 
Auctioneers - - i a 4 7 
: Dairymen, cowkeepers, &c. - - 4 4 
Saddlers and harness makers’ - 4 2 
Engineers and founders, &c. - 4 2 
Restaurant, coffee, and eating-house keepers - 4 1 
Timber merchatts and wood dealers - - 4 4 
: Agents, commission and general - - 8 5 
. Clerks, commercial and general . - 3 6 
: Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw merchants and 
: dealers - - - - 3 5 
Fishmongers, poulterers, &e. - - - 3 3 
Brokers, stock and share . - - 3 3 
Gardeners, florists, &c. . 3 2 
Carriers, carmen, lightermen, ond haniiers - 3 ime 
Milliners, dressmakers, &c. - - ~ 38 2 
Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses - 3 3 
Stone, marble, and monumental masons 3 4 
. Directors and promoters of public companies —- 3 4 
Woollen merchants, manufacturers, &c. 3 1 
Cattle and pig dealers - - - 3 g 
Travellers, commercial, &c. - - - - 3 4 
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January 
1894, 1893. 
Number gazetted in principal trades and occupations— No. No. 
cont, 
ing-house - - 2 2 
Stationers - - - = 2 iis 
Wheeiwrights - - - - 2 
Hosiers, glovers, &c. - 2 2 
Printers and publishers - - ° 2 4 
Horse dealers, breakers, and sepeationy pro- 
Curriers, tanners, and leather wnochente - 2 4 
Millers - - 1 4 
China, glass, and earthenware, &e. dealers - 1 3 
Clerks in holy orders - - 1 
Brewers and beer merchants - - I 
Genera! dealers 6. 
Chemists, druggists, and chemical manafacturers _ 3 
Architects and surveyors 2 
Wine and spirit merchants - - 1 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &c. - 2 
Cab, coach, and omnibus proprietors q 


VI—Exrorr vr Live ANIMALS FROM IRELAND TO GREAT 


BRITAIN. 


Return of the Numerr of Animacs exported from IRELAND to GREAT 
Britain during the Month ender 3lst January 1894, compared. 


with the correspunding Month of the Year 1893. 


January 

1894. 1893. 

Cattle - - 43,275 39,859 
Sheep - - - - - 29,293 37,563 
Swine - - - - - - 57,420 5OP,419 
Horses - - - - - 1,161 1,349 
Mules or Jennets 1 2 
Asses - - - - - - 5 3 
Total “ 131,155 129,255 
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VIL—Fisuery Staristics.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 


Stratement of the Toran Quantity and Vatue of the returned 
as landed on the Eneitsa and Wetsu Coasts from the fishing 
unds during the Month of January 1894, and the corresponding 

Month of the previous Year. 


January 1894. Corre- 
di 
E | South West 
| Total. previo 
Coast. Coast. Coast. Year. 
| QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. | | Cuts. 
Bri - 1,443 151 128 1,722 | 182% 
6,355 895 503 || 7,753 | 7,818 
4,746 438 436 5,650 | 5,593 
ime separately 1,190 9038 2,093 | 8,102 
Total prime fish - 13,734 2,417 1,067 17,218 || 47,887 
- 658 33,764 | 33,850 
Haddock - 189,157 184 3,091 192,432 181,680 
Hake - 252 608 2,452 | 8,312 4,614 
Halibut 2,049 ~ | 9040 | 2,142 
- 708 10,857 | 16,828 7,264 
Ling - 4,783 404 1.370 | 6,557 8,247 
Mackerel - - 30 30 174 
7,198 1,189 20 || 8,352 15,843 
Ss. n separat: - | 
guished, except shel =. 53,203 16,388 8,978 | 78,569 77,754 
Total - - +! 349,579 37,697 27,198 414,474 418,768 
\| 
Shell fish :— No. No. No || No. No. 
Othershell fish- - -| 95,970 4802 542 | 35,604 39.079 
VaLUE 
£ £ 
Brill - 4,370 375 5,116 5,049 
Soles - 40 6,114 2.777 49,536 48,310 
Furbot 21,681 1 24,929 22,927 
Prime fish, not separately dis- ru 
Total prime fish - - 69,406 9,789 4,773 83,968 81,500 
Cod - 25 533 2,536 28,9 26,698 
Haddock - 118,151 128 1,540 119,819 92,075 
Hake - - - 27! 343 2,369 2, 
Halibut - - - 5,741 | 5,741 5,804 
Herrings - 154 634 2,113 | 3,901 8 
i 3,989 310 938 5,287 || 6,156 
Pilchards - - 69 1,959 
4 - - - - 0 73,633 75,092 
¥ stin- 
guished, shell fish 3 $8,052 | 6285 54,894 
Total - - - - 328,049 | 27,263 | (24.053 || 379,365 350,621 
Shell fish :— | 
Crabs - - 41 186 232 447 
ers - - 3070 
4,573 1,741 1,923 || 8,287 | 9,250 
Total- - - -| 12222 | 2686 | 2.253 | 17,159 || 18,999 
Total value of fish landed | 340,271 | 29,947 | 26,306 | 396,524 359,550 


NorE.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 
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VIIL—Fisnery 


of the ToraL Quantity and Vatue of the Fisu returned 
as landed on the Scotca Coasts during the Month of January 
1894, and the corresponding Month of the previous Year. 


January 1894. | svonding 
on 
Orkney | | of the 
East West 
an Total. 
Const. | Shetland. | Comet | Year 
Quantity. 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. | Cwts. 
Soles (Lemon Soles)- - = 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill - - 155 5,657 
Haddock - - - - 51,625 5,490 2,296 59,411 79,814 
32,080 160 11,910 44.150 || 570 
Ling 2,180 66 = 5,972 || 
ere! - - - Pin. 
Saith (Coal Fish) - - 1,428 137 809 2,560 
Skate 1,602 12 2,026 3,087 
ng - - - 
spas (Tusk) | ~ 16 
iting - - - 1,353 - 479 || 1,832 1,986 
Fish not distin- 
4,664 110 474 | 5248 8,550 
Total - -| 126,988 7,995 23,658 | 158,641 281,048 
Shell fish :— No. No. Moa | Me. | No. 
Crabs - 43,700 3,864 47,564 77,510 
Lobsters - 3,997 900 26,135 || 31,082 | 38,948 
Oysters - 3,300 8,100 11,400 48,800 
Owts. Cwts. | Cwts. 
ms - - - | 159 2,701 
Mussels 8,506 740 11,511 || 20,757 
Other shell fish 1,390 | 1999 | 37 
VALUE. 
Soles (Lemon Soles) ier 
* 5 1,284 1,445 
Turbot - - 493 34 | 527 708 
Goa - 512 79 | 4878 
Plaice, Brill - 509 | 5,880 | 45750 
“4 858 1,228 37,735 4489 
lerrings 7,218 44 2,633 | 9,895 | 20,524 
ling - 1,334 17° L161 | 2,502 | 3,365 
Saith ‘Coal Fish) - 357 17 124 | 
Skate 527 3 78 | 608 786 
Sparling - - 112 | 118 
869 | 
Fish separate! aistin-} i| 7280 4,098 
guished, except shell fish - 1471 15 9 || 585 || 1,816 
Total - 66,441 | 2,277 7,487 || 76,205 || 91,988 
| 
Shell fish | | 
Lobsters - 277 | 54 1,377 708 | 
sters - - - 18 38 245 
- - = | 389 
Other shellfish - - 214 | | 
Total 1,629 | _129 2.205 | 4,058 
Total value of fish landed 68,070 | 2,406 9,782 | 80,258 96,649 
NotE.—-The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. 
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1X.—Fisuery STATISTICS.—IRELAND. 


SraremeEnt of the Tora, Quantity and Vatve of the Fisu returned 
as landed on the Iris Coasts during the Month of January 1894, 
and the corresponding Month of the previous Year. 


January 1894, | Corre- 
North East South | West || 
Coast. | Coast. | Coast. | Coast. | Total. | Previous 
} ear. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts, Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Soles - - 56 14 25 95 216 
Turbot - 54 5 20 | 79 162 
Total prime fish - . - 110 19 45 174 878 
Cod 137 1,638 184 729 2,688 4,249 
Haddock 291 2,519 208 3,033 2,844 
- - 210 40 250 263 
Hersings -| 10,039 1 217 181 10,388 2, 
- - 261 929 1,272 1,014 
hed 848 14 271 1,133 1,837 
Fish not separa’ inguis 
except shell fish F 389 1,303 295 217 2,204 8,789 
Total - - - 10,901 6,890 781 2,570 21,142 13,988 
Shell fish :— No. No. No. Ni No. No. 
- — 191, 
Other shell fish 25 171 364 560 1,955 
VALUE. 
les 152 51 98 301 809 
Turbot 13 55 335 586 
Total prime fish - - _ 419 64 153 636 1,895 
Cod - ° - 70 960 152 238 1 2,024 
Haddock - - = - 195 1,503 8 109 1,815 1,680 
Ling 39 149 34 235 "457 634 
Fish not tely disti hed, = 
separat y di inguis 
"except shell fish } 7 772 131 | 135 1,109 4,780 
Total - -| 1,353 | 4,391 419 | 1,045 7,208 9,580 
Shell fish :-— 
Craps - 1 1 12 18 
— - - - 55 5 _ 48 108 119 
er shell fish - - - _ 13 35 63 | lll 287 
Total - - - 66 144 40 111 361 533 
Total value of fish landed 1,419 4,535 459 1,156 7,569 10,418 


NorE.— The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, The values given 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 
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Return of the NumBer of Barxs of Corron Imporrep and ExronrreD, 
Forwarvep from Ports to Inranp Towns, and RETURNED to 
Ports during the Month ended 31st January 1894, compared 
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X.—Corron Returns.—January 1894, 


with the corresponding Month of thes Year 1893. 


Month of January’ 
1894, 1893. 
Imports. 
No. No. 

Brazilian - - - 57,989 17,138 
East Indian - . - - 9,802 6,067 
Egyptian - - - - - 55,206 41,912 
Miscellaneous - - ~ ~ 6,630 14,500 
Total - ~ 683,286 307,505 

Exports. 
American - - - - - 25,085 22,118 
Brazilian - 1,853 1,100 
East Indian - - - - - 7,271 8,028 
Egyptian - 8,355 7,986 
eous - - 1,497 4349 
Total «+ - - - 39,061 43,576 

ForwakbDeEp from Ports to INLAND 
Towns. 
Amerivan - - - 269,372 160,199 
Brazilian - 26,964 19,440 
East Indian - 5,087 4,882 
Egyptian . - - 40,373 28,095 
Miscellaneous - 11,995 5,443 
Total - bad 353,741 218,059 
Forwakpep from INLAND Towns 

to Ports. 
American - - - - 190 268 
Egyptian - - 176 
Miscellaneous - - 61 
Total - - - - 210 505 
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X[.—PeriopicAL Returns or Imports AND Exports. 


Strarement of the Iwreorts,and Exports into and from the under- 
mentioned CountTrigs in the latest Month for which Returns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
including such latest Month. 


Note.—Rouble = 2s. ; Franc = 9,5,d. ; Milreis = 4s. 6d.; Lire = 955d., 
Drachma = 9,5,d. ; Dollar = 4s. 2d. 


I.—Ivports. 
Yalteforthe tonth. Aggrgate for of the 
Name of Country. | Month. | 
1898. | 1892. 1 1893. | 1892. 
Russia in Europe -/| Nov. Roubles 36,831,000 33,146,000 387,801,{09 | 341,778,000 
France -| Dec. -)| Frs.  - 407,128,000 | 877,881,900 || 3,936,720,000 | 4,788,059,000 
Portugal - -| June -/} Milreis- t | 2,223,000 19,314,000 15,458,000 - 
Italy - -| Nov. Lire - 95,135,000 722,234,0.0 || 1,095.43 030 | 7 04*,053,000 
Greece - | Sept. -| Drehms. 7,489,000 | 12,247,000 67,657,000 73,747,009 
United States - | Nov. - | Dollars- 49,268,000 67,699,000 || 726,358,000 775,805,000 
Mexico - July - » 2500.00 3,636,000 t t 


39,53,64,088 | 34,55,83,249 


Yi f Oct. - | Rupees - 7.45,12,508 | 5,26,50,607 | 
46,57,61,166 | 40,36,35,057 


Nov. - 7,04,27,550  5,80,57,808 


IL._—Exports. 


Nov. - | Roubles 63,384,000 | 3,327,000 | 537,814,000 | 437,063,000 


France | Dec. -| Frs. 292,806,002 | 330,708,000 | 3,209,619,000 | 3,460,785,000 
Portugal - - | -| Milreis- 1,909,0c0 | 11,833,000 12,908,000 
| Nov. - | Lire 90,808,000 86,765,000 | 900,00 859,517,000 
Greece - | Sept. - | Drchms. 19,308,000 | 74,536,000 62,802,000 58,042,000 
United States - | Nov. - | Dollars- 91,6)2,000 97,704,000 782,523,000 | 850,875,000 
Mexico - - | July - ” 4,488,000 | 5,659,000 t t 


' Oct. - Rupees 7,22,64,124 | >,30,54,962 | 58,17,16,700 57,87,80,056 
British India” Nov. -| | 8,79,60,760 | 66,33,27,186 


| 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns. 


Nots.—The figures are those of the “special” imports and exports, except in th 
the United States, Mexico, and British India, where the 
means, in the case of imports, imports for home consumption, in the case of exports, 
gures areTor ial year commencing 1s ri 
+ Not inguished. 


British India*- 
| 
Russia in Burope | 


Feb. 1894.) STATISTICAL TABLES. 2538 


XII.—Foreiagn Trave or Inpra. 


Imports and Exports into and from Britisa INpIA. 


Imports from Forei Exports to Foreign 
Countries. PCountries.* 
ee Seven Months ended Seven Months ended 
81st October 81st October 
1893, | 1892. 1893. 1892. 
| R. R. R. R. 
I.—Aniimals—living - 13,38,120 16,290,806 6,15,588 705,664 
I.—Articles of food and drink 4,38,80,557 8,91,99,224 | 15,87,97,132 | 78,09,72,798 
11.—Metals, and manufactures of— 
A.—Hardware and _ cutlery 
(including plated-ware) - 75,12,347 65,18,916 45,037 52,888 
B—Metals - 3,56,06,715 |} 4,09,240 842,051 
C.—Machinery and mill-work| — 1,50,40,105 1,15,27,400 540 2,640 
D.—Rail mt and 
than 
Government stores) - 61,05,981 51,49,583 
IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
| and narcotics, and dyeing 
and tanning materials 1,04,87,060 84,82,728 5,58,40,258 6,71,39,870 


V.—Oils 1,61,50,584 | —7,47,28,336 26,91,292 36,716,204 


VI.—Raw materials and anmanu- 
factured articles 2,42,90,467 2,00,03,765 | 25,08,63,829 | 20,17,77,499 


Vil.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
A.—Yarns and textile fabrics | 18,84,51,857 | 77,98,84,877 5,87,50,988 6,95,21,580 
B.—Apparel - - 88,84,424 6,48,129 7,58,989 


C.—Other articles manu- 
factured - 3,76,15,921 8,07,87,832 2,86,48,166 2,44,05,01¢ 


ToTaL | 39,58,64,088 | 34,65,83,249 | 55,78,10,199 | 54,92,88,847 


* Exports of Indian Produce and Manufacture only. 
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XIIA.—Foreten Trape or Inpta. 


| Imports and Exports into and from Britisu INpIA. 


Im from Forei 
Eight Months ended Eight Months ended 
| 30th November 30th November 
| 1893. 1892. 1893. 1892. 
| R. R. R. R. 
I.—Animals—living - - 25,54,026 21,645,749 6,638,694 783,579 
| II.—Articles of food and drink - | 5,36,18,935 4,80,74,150 | 17,73,63,566 | 20,07,32,037 
IIL.—Metals, and Manufactures of— 
A.—Hardware and Cutlery + 
(including piated-ware) 86,32,824 75,834,343 51,210 63,382 
| B.—Metals 4,06,36,891 8,23,77,165 4,63,466 4512,840 
C.—Machinery and mill-work | _1,73,00,760 188,42,667 540 2,640 
D—Railway plant and 
lling-stock (other than 
‘Government - 73,51,374 58,10,054 


narcotics, and dyeing 
an rials =| 1988882 | | 68504750 | 


OV. drugs, medicines 
| and tanning materials - 
| V—Oils - 1,97,67,352 | 7,6447,29¢ |  30,30,207 | —_40,67,906 
| 
| 


VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles | 2:71,03,088 | 2,30,98,097 | 28,56,83,358 | 23,16,87,866 


| VII.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
A.—Yarns and textile fabrics} 22,22,82,011 | 79,90,59,044 6,54,76,724 792,085,609 


B—Apparel- -| 10787877 | 93,89,608 | —_7,72,001 8,78,776 


.—Other articles manu- 
factured 434,22,207 | 3,64,08,265 | 3,25,95,343 | 2,86,78,509 


ToTaL - - | 46,57,61,166 | 40,36,35,057 | 63,49,04,859 | 62,69,77,495 


* Exports of Indian Produce and Manufacture only. 
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LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS. 


ANNUAL SERIES. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1894, have been issued from Her Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and may be obtained from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. Place. Price. 
1320 | Baghdad and Bussorah - “1d. 
13821 | Riode Janeiro’ - - - 3d. 
1322 | Reunion Fin -| 33d. 
1323 | Berne - - - 1d. 
1324 | Kiukang - : - - 4d. 
1325 | Resht - - - -| 34d. 
1326 | Florence - - - - 1d. 
1327 | Tokio - - 1d. 


The following Reports from Her Majesty's Representatives abroad on subjects of 
neral and commercial interest have also been issued, and may be obtained from 
fhe above mentioned sources: — 


No. | —— | Price. 


311 | Germany.—Report on the Regulations respecting the Manu- 
facture of Lucifer Matches in Germany and Prussia . d. 

312 Germany.—Report on Life Insurance in Germany 

313 | Austria-~-Hungary.—Report on the Plum Trade of Bosnia for 


the year 1893 - 3d. 
314 | United States.—Report on the close cf. the World’s Colombian 

Exposition at Chicago - - - -| 2hd. 
315 | Japan.—Report on Japanese Currency 1d. 


316 | Germany.—Précis of Memoranda laid before the Reichstag 
respecting the German South-West African and East 
African Protectorates - 14d. 
317 | Corea.— Report on the Cultivation of Cotton i in Corea ~ d. 
318 | Corea.—Report on the Commercial Condition of the Ports of 
Fusan and Wénsan - -| Id. 
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LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions have been 
issued, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre and ns 7 East Harding 
Street, Fleet Street, E.C. :-— 


ANNUAL. 


Colony. | Year. }] No. | Colony. Year. 
27 | Mauritius - >|} 1890 60 | Ceylon - -| 1891 
28 , Gambia - - - ss 61 | Natal - - - |1891-92 b 
29 | Hong Kong 62 | Basutoland - - ” 
30 | Ceylon - - | 1889 63 | St. Helena - - | 1891 3 
31 | Lagos - 64 | Sierra Leone a 
32 | Lagos - - | 1890 65 | Jamaica - - |1891-92 
33 | Ceylon - - 66 | Trinidad and Tobago - 1891 
34 | Newfoundland - 67 | Newfoundland’ - - 
35 | Jamaica - - |1889-91]| 68 | British New Guinea  - |1891-92 
36 | Victoria - - - | 1890 69 | Victoria - -| 1891 7 
37 | British New Guinea |1890-91]] 70) Rodrigues - - - 
38 | St. Vincent - -| 1891 71 | Bermuda - - - | 1892 3 
39 | Bermuda - 72 | Fiii -| 1891 
40 and 1889and]| 73 | British Honduras - 

1890 74 | Turks and Caicos Islands! 1890 
41 Gambia . - | 1891 75 | Gibraltar . - | 1892 
42 | Barbados - 76 | Leeward Islands 
43 | Tarks Island - - 77 | Bahamas - 
44 | Bahamas - - 78 | Trinidad and - 
45 | Fiji - | 1890 79 | Malta - - 
46 | Seychelles - | 1891 80 | Gambia - * 3 
47 British Bechuanaland - |1890-92]}] 81 | Straits Settlements ¥ 
48 Malta - 7 - |1890andjj 82 | Grenada - - - a 7 
1891 83 | Barbados - - a a 

49 Gibraltar - - - io 84 | St. Vincent - s q 
50 | Falkland Islands - - ” 85 | Hong Kong - - 4 
51 | Leeward Islands - 86 | St. Lucia 
52 Grenada - - 87 | Falkland Islands - 
53| St.Lucia - - -/ 88 | Gold Coast = 
54 Labuan - - -| 1891 89 | Basutoland - {1892-93 
55 | British Guiana - - 90 | Ceylon - {| 1892 
56 Zululand - » 91 | Zululand 
57 Mauritius - 92 | Mauritius - - 
58 Lagos- - - 93 | Labuan - - 
59 | Straits Settlements 3 


MISCELLANEOUS, 


1 Gold Coast . - - | Economic Agriculture. 


2 Zululand -  -| Forests. 
Geology and Botany. 


4 
| Subject. 
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